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I. INTRODUCTION  
A.  The Great Commission from Acts 1.7-8 
7He said to them: “It is not for you to know the times or dates the Father has set by his own authority. 8But you will receive 
power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the 
ends of the Earth.”  
B.  The Witness of the Church 
The apostolic church understood itself in the role of a testifying witness (Acts 1.22, 2.32,40; 3.15; 4.33; 5.32; 8.25 and more)  

1. What is a witness?  
2.  To what are we testifying?  
3.  How do we testify as faithful witnesses?  
4.  Why do we testify as faithful witnesses?  
 

II. HIS WITNESSES   
A.  What is a Witness?  

1.  From the Greek marturia – “to testify” and martureo – “to bear witness”  
2.  The language is courtroom language; think prosecutors, defendants, and a Judge.  
3.  Look at the language Peter uses to explain what is happening to Cornelius in Acts 10.36 – 43  

B.  To What are We Testifying? Acts 10.36 – 43 
1.  v36 

a. ...the message God sent to the people of Israel… 
b. …telling the good news of peace through Jesus Christ, who is Lord of all… 

2.  v39 …We are witnesses of everything he did (v38) 
3.  v41 …He was not seen by all the people, but by witnesses whom God had already chosen… 
4.  v42  

 a.  …He commanded us to preach to the people and to testify…” 
 b.  …that he is the one God appointed as judge of the living and the dead…” 

5.  v43 …All the prophets testify about him that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins though his 
name. 

6.   They/we are testifying that the death of the Christ/Messiah (Anointed One) is the God ordained sacrifice in which we 
can obtain the forgiveness of sins in the context of the coming Day of the LORD.  

7.  What should your witness be? To what are you testifying?  
 a.  The coming judgement of every human being by Jesus of Nazareth 
 b.  The means of forgiveness through the Cross of Jesus to escape that divine judgement 
8.  This is the context and background to the Great Commission in Matthew 28, Mark 16, and Luke 24 

Matthew 28.18 – 20 18Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 
19Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 
Holy Spirit, 20and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you.  And surely I am with always, to the very 
end of the age.”  

9.  John Harrigan says it this way “When we consider the apostolic witness as a whole, therefore, its emphasis is 
generally upon both the cross and the day of the LORD. It can be characterized broadly as both cruciform and 
apocalyptic.” (Harrigan, 2015, p274)  

10.  This then sets up the drama in scripture about Faithfull Witnesses and False Witnesses 
 a.  In the Old Testament, false witnesses and false prophets destroyed the veracity of the word of the Lord and 

deceived those who listened to them.  (Ex.23.1-7; Deut. 19.16-21; Isa.9.15-16; Jer. 14.14; 24.14; 23.14; etc.)  
 b.  In the New Testament these false witnesses and false prophets do the same thing, and they specifically target 

and attempt to pervert 1) the forgiveness of sins found at the Cross and 2) the Day of the LORD. 
11.  The Circumcision Group – this group of Jewish believers in Jesus are false witnesses because they reject the grace of 

God found at the cross and instead boast in the flesh.  Thus, Paul exhorts the Galatian church to follow his example, 
not setting aside the Grace of God, because if righteousness could be gained through the law, Christ died for nothing! 
(see Galatians 2.17 – 21) (Also for more of the history and background of the circumcision group see Acts 11.2; Gal 
2.12, 3.1-5, 4.17-20, 6.12-16, Eph 2.11, Titus 1.10) 

12.  The Gnostics – this group of gentile believers are false witnesses because they claim the Day of the LORD and the 
resurrection of the dead have already been realized. Rooted in Greek philosophy this group sees all matter as evil and 
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divide up the universe into two “realms.” Therefore, Paul warns the Thessalonians not to believe any prophecy or 
false letter saying that the Day of the Lord has already come (2 Th 2.2) (See also 1 Cor 15.12; 1 Tim 6.20, 2 Tim 2.18) 

C.  How Does a Faithful Witness Testify? Luke 24.46-49 
46He told them, “This is what is written: The Christ will suffer and rise from the dead on the third day, 47and repentance and 
forgiveness of sins will be preached in his name to all nations, beginning at Jerusalem. 48You are witnesses of these things. 49I 
am going to send you what my Father has promised; but stay in the city until you have been clothed with power from on 
high.”  

1.  Thus, the answer to how a Faithful testifies is by word and deed  
2. Word 
 a.  When you read through the four gospels and the book of Acts the primary means of the witness is by words.  

b.  The desire of Paul’s heart is to see his own people be saved by calling upon the name of Jesus; and how will they 
be able to do that? Romans 10.14 -15a “How, then can they call on the one they have not believed in? And how 
can they believe in the one of whom they have not heard? And how can they hear without someone preaching to 
them? 15And how can they preach unless they are sent?  

c.  Public preaching and teaching are the vehicle of the apostolic witness. (see Acts 2, 3, 4.1-21, 7-8, 10, etc.)  
d.  You are a preacher 

3.  Deed 
 a.  God does not however leave us to words alone, he accompanies our weak words with power 
 b.  This is the promised gift of the Holy Spirit from Acts 1.4. 

c.  The Holy Spirit being poured out in Acts 2 did not happen outside of the context the preaching of Acts 2 (and the 
content of that preaching? The Cross and the Day of the LORD. See Acts 2.17-40)  

d.  There is nothing more powerful in evangelism than preaching the Cross in the light of the Day of the Lord 
accompanied with deeds of power of the Holy Spirit.   

e.  For this reason, the enemy will bring all the demons of hell against it.   
f.  Not only must the Cross and the Day of the Lord be preached with demonstrations of the Holy Spirit, but also 

with right intentions of the heart.   
 i.  It can not be preached with selfish ambition (Phil 1.15 – 17) 
 ii.  or profit (2 Cor. 2.17)  

iii.  We must preach the Cross considering the Day of the Lord and then live that out by our example. Confessing 
and repenting when we sin, living for the Age to Come and not fighting for the meaningless things in this 
present evil age; not bringing “the way of truth into disrepute” (2 Peter 2.2)  

D.  Why Do We Testify as Faithfull Witnesses? – The Biblical Reason for Martyrdom Matthew 10.24 - 39 
1.  The Greek terms for “martyr” and “witness” are one and the same – So our definition of a martyr could be “one who 

bears witness unto death” 
2.  “The Blood of martyrs in the seed of the church” – Tertullian 
3.  When Jesus teaches us to pick up our cross and follow him, this is not to do some little unpleasant thing.  It is a call to 

willing lay down our lives and would be understood that way to a 1st century Jew living under Roman tyranny. This call 
to martyrdom permeates Jesus teaching ministry (Matt 5.12; 10.16; 16.24 – 25; 21.35; 23.31, 37; Mark 8.31,34; 10.39; 
Luke 6.23; 9.23; 12.50; 14.25-35) 

4.  Why is martyrdom so effective?  
 a.  Martyrdom is not unique to Christianity 
 b.  Belief in rewards/justification/vindication in the afterlife is not unique to Christianity 
 c.  Luke 23.34 Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they are doing.”… 

d.  The differentiating feature to Christian martyrdom is this: we love and forgive those who kill us, demonstrating 
the love and mercy of God on the Cross.  “It is death for the sake of love that makes a disciple like Jesus” 
(Harrigan)  

 
IV. OUR RESPONSE – EMBRACING MARTYRDOM AT A HEART LEVEL 

A.  Your Courtroom on the Day of the Christ 
B.  The Mercy of the Cross of Christ 
C.  The Revelation of God Found at the Cross 
D.  Deciding Now 

 


