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I. INTRODUCTION  
A.  The First Deaths and Sacrifices Genesis 3.20 – 4.5 
B.  The Old Testament and the Cross of Christ 

1. The death of these animals in Genesis 3 and 4 and the importance of the First Things 
2.  The sacrificial system before Sinai  
3.  The sacrificial system after Sinai 
4.  How the apostles interpret the Cross of the Messiah in the New Testament   
5.  Our response/implications  
 

II. THE DEATH OF INNOCENT ANIMALS   
A.  Genesis 3.21 

1.  “The LORD God made garments of skin for Adam and his wife and clothed them.”  
 a.  Genesis 3.15  
 b.  The first foreshadowing of the Cross of Jesus after the fall.  
2.  God kills innocent animals in order to cover the shame of the sinners 
3.  Try to imagine this moment from the point of Adam and Eve 
 a.  The first sin 
 b.  Extreme shame and the uncomfortable and ineffective fig leave clothing you made earlier  
 c. God takes some animals, animals they probably knew and loved and lived with them in perfect peace since day one in 

the garden, and God kills them, removing their skins and makes clothes for Adam and Eve.  
 d.  Before this moment, they have never seen death before, not even a squished mosquito, and there before their eyes is 

God, with his hands covered in innocent animal blood, making clothes for them. It’s just a short verse but making 
clothes from animal skins in a long process  

4.  This is the first penal substitution in scripture 
 a.  The first time we have an example of the innocent suffering and dying in order to cover the sin of the guilty 
 b.  It really struck me this week, thinking about God, the Creator, the Writer of all history, decides that the first deaths in 

the universe, will be the innocent dying for the guilty.  
 c.  It was Adam and Eve who have rebelled against their creator, and deserve to die, but instead God kills innocent 

animals  
 d. This is how we should understand the Cross of the Messiah, the Innocent suffering and dying for the guilty  
 e.  Later on, in Leviticus 17.11, God explains how this works in his economy “For the life of a creature is in the blood, and I 

have given it to you to make atonement for yourselves on the altar; it is the blood that makes atonement for one’s life.” 
(See also: Lev 5.6; 4.20, 26, 31, 35; 5.10, 13, 16, 18; 6.7;8.34; 9.7; 10.17; 12.7; 14.18-20, 29-31; 15.15, 30; etc.) 

 f.  “Atonement” or “Propitiation” is difficult to teach because the are words absent from our modern vocabulary 
 g.  Our working definition – the appeasement of righteous, kingly, wrath. 

“The language of appeasement assumes the reality of divine wrath, an idea inherently offensive to many. However, God is not like fallen 
angry humans, nor like the pagan gods they worship. He is not a ‘pitiless ogre’ who lashes out arbitrarily. Rather he is holy in his anger, 
which is driven by love for that which he created and for that over which he rules.” (Harrigan 2015, p240)  

 i.  Some examples 
 j.  In the government of God, the shedding of innocent blood appeases the King’s wrath on those who have rebelled  

B.  The Death of Innocent Animals and Vegetables in Genesis 4 
1.  Seven verses after God kills the animals in the Garden in Genesis 3.21, we already have an understood sacrificial system  

a. Cain brought his offering, some fruits of the soil, Abel killed an innocent animal, spilled its blood, and brought the best 
portions for his offering. 

b. They have both brought something costly to them and offered it to God, but God accepts one and rejects the other 
2.  Why? Why did got reject Cain and accept Abel? 
 a.  Because there was already a system of sacrifice, and Cain didn’t follow it 
 b.  Adam, before the fall was a priest before God in the garden, he was a mediator between God and the rest of creation 
 c.  After the fall, he was still a priest but with one huge addition. Sin is now in the equation. What likely happened is after 

watching the death of the innocent animals in 3.21, Adam and Eve and God developed a sacrificial system 
 d.  This is why God rejects Cain’s sacrifice, he should have traded some vegetables with his brother to get a lamb, but 

didn’t 
 
III. THE SACRIFICIAL SYSTEM BEFORE SINAI 
Many people think the sacrificial system in the Bible starts with Moses and the law given at Sinai, however, the idea of an innocent 
animal suffering and dying because of a guilty person is understood from Genesis 3 and 4. What we will briefly survey now are examples 
of a sacrificial system before Sinai.  
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A.  The Clean Animals on the Ark 
1.  Genesis 7.2 “Take with you seven of every kind of clean animal, a male and its mate, and two of every kind of unclean 

animal, a male and its mate.”   
 a.  Every four-year-old knows that there were two of every animal on the Ark, right?  

b.  The truth is that of the “clean” animals there were seven pairs 
c.  Why? For food and for sacrifice 
d.  How did Noah know what animals were “clean” and which were “unclean?” He is the tenth from Adam. Each 

generation is teaching the next the sacrificial system 
2.  Genesis 8.20-21 “Then Noah built an altar to the LORD and, taking some of all the clean animals and clean birds, he 

sacrificed burnt offerings on it. 21The LORD smelled the pleasing aroma and said in his heart: “Never again will I curse the 
ground because of man, even though every inclination of his heart is evil from childhood, And never again will I destroy all 
living creatures, as I have done.” 

 a.  The first thing Noah does after he gets off the Ark? Sacrifices innocent animals!  
b.  Why? He followed the ancient decrees from his ancestors; he knew that he and his family were sinners and needed to 

appease the righteous, kingly wrath of God 
B.  The Sacrifices of Job 

1.  Job 1.5 “When a period of feasting had run its course, Job would send and have them purified. Early in the morning he 
would sacrifice a burnt offering for each of them, thinking, “Perhaps my children have sinned and cursed God in their 
hearts.” This was Job’s regular custom.” 
a.  Because the book of Job never mentions Moses, the law, or even Abraham; most biblical scholars think his story is 

before Abraham, or concurrent to Abraham 
b.  Here in the prologue (v1-5), the author demonstrates to the reader that Job is blameless and upright 

2.  How does he demonstrate Job’s righteousness? Sacrifice! 
C.  The Sacrifices of Abraham Genesis 12.8, 15.9-18, 22 

1.  Genesis 22.7 “Isaac spoke up and said to his father Abraham, ‘Father?’ ‘Yes, my son?’ Abraham replied. ‘The fire and wood 
are here,’ Isaac said, ‘but where is the lamb for burnt offering?’  

2.  It is so clear that Isaac understood very well how the sacrificial system works 
D.  Jacob Genesis 35.1-3 
E. Moses’s Petition to Pharaoh Exodus 5.3 
F.  The Passover Exodus 12 

1.  The most important sacrificial event in the Old Testament 
2.  It can be viewed as a historical timeline for human history 
 a.  The lamb was sacrificed at sunset  
 b.  Judgement came at midnight  

 
IV. THE SACRIFICIAL SYSTEM AFTER SINAI 
On mount Sinai, God gave the law to Moses and his people. Of the 613 different rules, there are many that describe how to maintain the 
sacrificial system within a nation of 2 million plus people. For God, he was providing a way of justification on the Day of the LORD. Just 
like the Passover, the sacrificial system has elements of the past (the Passover Lamb) and the future (the Day of the LORD).  

A.  The Purpose for the Law and the Purpose of the Sacrificial System  
1.  The purpose of the law is to reveal, condemn, and discipline sin (Romans 3.20, Galatians 3.24, 1 Timothy 1.8-9) 
2.  The purpose of the sacrificial system is to establish a righteous position before the Day of the LORD (Acts 13.39, Heb 9) 

B.  Salvation Before the Cross of the Messiah 
1.  To have the priest transfer your sin to the innocent lamb by the laying on of hands, and then kill the animal, spilling its 

blood. All this was to be done in faith, that God’s righteous wrath would be appeased within the context of repentance.  
2.  Have faith in the coming Messiah 

 
IV. THE SACRIFICIAL SYSTEM AND THE CROSS OF JESUS 
The sacrificial system of the Old Testament is how the writers of the New Testament understood and interpreted the Cross of Jesus. (i.e. 
Hebrews 8 – 10). The difference, however, is we have blood much more powerful than the blood of bulls and goats. At the Cross, God’s 
blood was spilled. We don’t sacrifice animals day after day, year after year, we look to the Eternal Sacrifice. Salvation after the Cross is 
beholding the Lamb suffering and dying on his Cross and believing that his divine blood can cleanse you from every sin and give you the 
power to say no to darkness and yes to light  
 
V. OUR RESPONSE 


