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I. Introduction: 

A. Like Peter, we all eventually experience low points. Some of those low points are really low—those dark, soul-crushing seasons 
where we feel or imagine the pain or difficulty will never end and only worsen. This could be related to many different things: 
trauma, physical sickness, long-term illness, depression, unexpected death of a loved one, persecution, etc. Though no two people 
have exactly the same kind of low point, we can glean hopeful insight from the life of Peter. The way Jesus so lovingly restored the 
young apostle, and called him back up from his low point to his high calling to leadership, sheds light on how the Lord reaches out 
to us in our dark night of the soul. 

II. The backstory: the denial and devastation of Peter. 

A. Peter’s youthful zeal. Most young followers of Jesus have high hopes and dreams of being faithfully dedicated to (Matthew 26:35, 
Mark 14:31) and mightily used by God—like Peter did. We relish in the prophecies of how strong we are, and anointed we will 
become—like Peter did (Matthew 16:18). We talk big, and even let Jesus know when He is wrong (Matthew 16:22; humor 
intended)—like Peter did. We do the most bold things we can think of like walking on water (Matthew 14:29)—like Peter did. 

B. Peter’s denial of Christ. Peter ended up doing what he swore he would never do—he denied knowing and being associated with 
Jesus (Matthew 26:69-75). He did this three times, just as Jesus told him he would (Matthew 26:34,75). This is the equivalent of a 
very prominent Christian leader publicly renouncing their Christian faith (i.e., Billy Graham). Most of us in our youthful zeal never 
imagine how difficult the future challenges will be to bring us to a point like what Peter faced, but Jesus does. 

Matthew 26:75 | And Peter remembered the word of Jesus who had said to him, “Before the rooster crows, you will deny Me 
three times.” So he went out and wept bitterly. 

C. Peter’s devastation. We know that Peter essentially gave up and went back to his former occupation, which was fishing (John 
21:3). He was really done with it all. But Jesus wasn’t done. 

D. The good news is that the story doesn’t end here. We serve a deeply compassionate King Jesus who knows what will go through. 
He sympathizes with us in our many weaknesses (Hebrews 4:15). He is not surprised when our youthful zeal gives way under the 
weight of pressures, trials and dark seasons. He has already planned in advance a path forward that will leave us better off than if 
the dark night of the soul never happened. 

III. The turning point in the story: the restoration and renewal of Peter. 

A. Read John 21:15-19. 

B. When Peter went fishing, Jesus—who had just been resurrected from death—decided to go too. John 21 is one of the most 
beautiful chapters in all of Scripture. We see up close and personal how Jesus deals with darkness and failure. This is how He 
treats me and you—and everyone else—who is sincere but weak in their faith and walk with Him. 

IV. The rest of the story: the leadership of Peter. 

1. Leadership: “Peter stood up in the midst of the disciples” (Acts 1:15). Peter was back on his feet. His leadership during a time of 
transition of leaders and redemptive history became pivotal. Peter was the most prominent leader in the early church aside from 
Paul. 

2. Preaching: “that day about three thousand souls were added to them” (Acts 2:41). Peter’s preaching was powerfully anointed. 
3. Shadow healing: Peter felt like a shadow of himself at his lowest point, but soon after his shadow was healing people (Acts 5:15). 

Jesus can turn things around quickly. 
4. Resurrection miracle: Jesus used Peter to raise Dorcas from death (Acts 9:36-43). Peter once felt completely dead, but was now 

being used by God to raise others from the dead. 
5. Humility: Many instances of humility, meekness, lowliness, teachability, etc. show up in Peter’s leadership. 

• Acts 3:12. Peter insisted that the power working in his life was not because of him, his dedication, his strength or his godly 
character. He gave glory to Jesus at every turn. 

• “But Peter lifted him up, saying, ‘Stand up; I myself am also a man’” (Acts 10:26). When we have been lifted up by Jesus, we 
focus on lifting up others instead of standing over them in superiority. 

• Peter accepted correction from Paul, and that the former persecutor was to have a more prominent calling than his own. 
 

Concluding note: At your lowest and darkest point, remember that the same Jesus who restored Peter will do the same for you. 
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Help me improve my notes! The first person to point out a legitimate mistake/typo on this document (during service) gets $1. 

Greater Peoria House of Prayer Announcements for July 29, 2022. 
 
1. Welcome to the Greater Peoria House of Prayer… we’re glad you’re here and blessed to be worshipping God with you! Be sure to pick 

up the free materials at the back table in the prayer room or the desk near the front of the downstairs fellowship area, which includes 
teaching notes, stickers, pens, prayer cards and more. Daily schedule: We have morning prayer right here in this room seven days a 
week from 7-8 a.m. Monday - Friday and 8-9 a.m. Saturday and Sunday. We have afternoon prayer four days a week: Monday, 
Wednesday, Friday and Saturday from 11:30 a.m. - noon. We have evening prayer with live worship from 6-8 p.m. Monday - Saturday. 
On Friday’s, we have an extra prayer gathering from 10 a.m. - noon. Our Friday Encounter Night is from 6-9 p.m. and is our main 
corporate gathering each Friday evening featuring live worship and a teaching to inspire love for Jesus and prayer. 

 
2. UPCOMING EVENTS: We pray from 7 - 8 p.m. every night seven days a week. Come on out! Global Prayer Night is tomorrow, July 30, 

from 7 - 8:30 p.m. (and every fourth Saturday). The Central Illinois Leadership Summit: Voices of Wisdom is September 7 - 9. Visit 
gphop.org/events. The Central Illinois School of Prayer Fall 2022 semester begins September 15. Visit gphop.org/school. 

 
3. Prayer room ministry opportunities: If you are interested in leading or ministering during a live worship set by singing, playing an 

instrument, prayer leading or behind the sound board, please contact us at info@gphop.org. We’d love to have you serve on one  of 
our teams! Team ministry opportunities: If you feel the Lord has gifted you in the prophetic (or would like to grow in this gifting) and 
would consider helping on a prophetic team, send an email to info@gphop.org. Contact Mandy Kistner at mandy@gphop.org if you 
would like to schedule a future healing ministry appointment or help out on the healing team. 

 
4. Missions: Please keep the following missionaries we support in prayer as well as be sensitive to their financial needs: Ashley Bucknam 

(YWAM, Hawaii); Alicia Wright (India); Tim and Blair Fraim (Florianopolis House of Prayer; Florianopolis, Brazil); Eric and Erin Simmons 
(Minnesota House of Prayer Network; Twin Cities, MN); Austin and Amy Zhu and Phil Kellenberger (International House of Prayer; 
Kansas City, MO); Babett Mueller (111 Global; Kansas City, MO). Also keep friends Tyler and Sarah Cook and family in prayer who lead 
the Illinois Valley House of Prayer in Ottawa, IL. 

 
5. Military: Please keep the following members of our military in prayer as they valiantly serve the United States of America: Jake Gerst, 

stationed in Grafenwoehr/Grafenwöhr, Germany. Kyle Nix, stationed in Lackland Air Force Base in Bexar County, Texas. 
 
6. Social media: Follow us on Facebook (Greater Peoria House of Prayer - GPHOP), Twitter (@GPHOPrayer), Instagram (@GPHOPrayer), 

Vimeo and YouTube for regular updates and inspiration. Use these social media sites to get the word out, share pictures, quotes you 
heard, etc. Contact Derek at derek@gphop.org if you’re interested in helping with GPHOP’s social media. 

 
7. Haven ministries: Do you need space to pray just one-on-one. Maybe your Christian group needs a place to meet every once in awhile. 

We’re making available the upper Prayer Room and lower-level Gathering Grounds for rent by donation. Email info@gphop.org if 
interested. 

 
8. We provide free Wi-Fi to everyone here! The password for the GPHOP router is on the chalkboard in the downstairs fellowship area. 

You can also connect to either the CableWiFi or xfinitywifi routers if you have a personal Comcast account. 
 

9. Prayer requests: If you would like our community to pray for something specific, please submit it to info@gphop.org. 
 

10. Giving: If you have been blessed by the GPHOP and would like sow financially into the ministry, we would be more than blessed. You 
can give in cash, but if you would like to give to GPHOP with a check, please make it out to “Greater Peoria House of Prayer” or 
“GPHOP”—your gift is tax deductible. Thank you for your generosity! It’s helping make day and night prayer with worship possible in 
central Illinois. You can place your gift in the Saturday night offering during the 7 p.m. teaching or drop it in either of the two black 
donation boxes. Donations can also be mailed to our physical address at 117 East Washington Street, East Peoria, IL 61611. Donors can 
also use PayPal or our website (gphop.org/donate) to give electronically. 

 
Thank you for helping to keep this prayer room sacred by ensuring conversations with others are brief and kindly reminding others to do 

the same. Use the large Gathering Grounds fellowship area downstairs if you would like to chat at length. 


