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I. Introduction: 

A. The book of Acts gives us an inspired view of the earliest moments of the early church. There were particular events the Spirit set 
in motion, and values within the context of church community, that God deemed important enough to provide them to us in 
Scripture. I believe that becoming familiar with the more prominent themes we see throughout Acts will help us understand what 
He is looking for in the church today. There are certainly more themes than what I have written here, but I felt these were some of 
the most important ones for consideration. 

B. In short, the book of Acts opens with a prayer meeting, and closes with overseas missions. I like to think of it as a movie in which a 
dramatic event unfolds as the movie begins, and then the next scene says something like “30 years ago” in order to show us how it 
all begins before reaching that climactic moment later in the film. If the book of Acts were a movie, we would see tumultuous 
maritime voyages and revivals with miracles on remote islands first, and then as we back all the way up we see 120 men and 
women in an upper room engaged in prayer. 

II. Prominent themes in the book of Acts to be familiar with. 

1. Promise. What initially drove the 120 to prayer was a promise Jesus gave them. (See John 16:7-15.) 
 
Acts 1:4 | And being assembled together with them, He commanded them not to depart from Jerusalem, but to wait for the 
Promise of the Father, “which,” He said, “you have heard from Me; 
 

2. Prayer. Prayer continues throughout the stories and pages of the book of Acts. (See Acts 2:42, 3:1, 6:4, 12:5, 16:16.) 
 
Acts 1:14 | These all continued with one accord in prayer and supplication, with the women and Mary the mother of Jesus, and 
with His brothers. 
 

3. Revival and the birth of the church. Following the upper room gathering, a dramatic move of God begins to unfold. Communities 
of faith in Jesus Christ begin to form. The mission to spread the gospel while serving the needy in the name of Jesus also begins to 
form. Verses such as Acts 2:41 and 4:4 describe many thousands believing as they heard the gospel preached. 
 
Acts 2:41 | Then those who gladly received his word were baptized; and that day about three thousand souls were added to them. 
 

4. Gospel proliferation. Early in the book of Acts, we see a resolute commitment among the early church leaders to spread the good 
news of Jesus Christ (Acts 6:4). Toward the end of the book of Acts we read things like this in Acts 19:20: “So the word of the Lord 
grew mightily and prevailed.” In other words, the gospel began to “win” in a populace. The gospel of grace, or salvation as a free 
gift by faith (not works) in Jesus the Christ was the predominant gospel message (Acts 15:11, 16:30-31, 20:24). 
 
Acts 6:4 | “but we will give ourselves continually to prayer and to the ministry of the word.” 
 

5. The ministry of the Holy Spirit with signs, wonders and miracles. As seen in Acts, God has chosen to distinguish the gospel 
message from all other messages by accompanying it with supernatural power. The Holy Spirit still does this today. Both “positive” 
and “negative” miracles are seen. 
 
Acts 2:43 | Then fear came upon every soul, and many wonders and signs were done through the apostles. 
 

6. Community. The love for one another, and the togetherness of spiritual family, is tangible. 
 
Acts 2:44-47 | 44 Now all who believed were together, and had all things in common, 45 and sold their possessions and goods, and 
divided them among all, as anyone had need. 46 So continuing daily with one accord in the temple, and breaking bread from house 
to house, they ate their food with gladness and simplicity of heart, 47 praising God and having favor with all the people. And the 
Lord added to the church daily those who were being saved. 
 

7. Opposition, persecution, martyrdom and perseverance. 
 
Acts 8:1 | Now Saul was consenting to his death. At that time a great persecution arose against the church which was at 
Jerusalem; and they were all scattered throughout the regions of Judea and Samaria, except the apostles. 
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8. Overseas missions. The book of Acts opens with a prayer meeting, and closes with overseas missions. Paul traveled by land and 
sea for approximately thirty years. We must see with eyes of understanding that prayer is the God-ordained means to unleash the 
gospel locally and abroad. What began as a hot prayer meeting unleashed a fiery gospel to the far reaches of the known world. 
 
Help me improve my notes! The first person to point out a legitimate mistake/typo on this document (during service) gets $1. 

Greater Peoria House of Prayer Announcements for July 1, 2022. 
 
1. Welcome to the Greater Peoria House of Prayer… we’re glad you’re here and blessed to be worshipping God with you! Be sure to pick 

up the free materials at the back table in the prayer room or the desk near the front of the downstairs fellowship area, which includes 
teaching notes, stickers, pens, prayer cards and more. Daily schedule: We have morning prayer right here in this room seven days a 
week from 7-8 a.m. Monday - Friday and 8-9 a.m. Saturday and Sunday. We have afternoon prayer four days a week: Monday, 
Wednesday, Friday and Saturday from 11:30 a.m. - noon. We have evening prayer with live worship from 6-8 p.m. Monday - Saturday. 
On Friday’s, we have an extra prayer gathering from 10 a.m. - noon. Our Friday Encounter Night is from 6-9 p.m. and is our main 
corporate gathering each Friday evening featuring live worship and a teaching to inspire love for Jesus and prayer. 

 
2. UPCOMING EVENTS: We pray from 7 - 8 p.m. every night seven days a week. Come on out! Global Prayer Night is tomorrow, June 25, 

from 7 - 8:30 p.m. and every fourth Saturday thereafter. Kids Camp 2022 is Monday, July 18 - Friday, July 22 from 3:30 - 5 p.m. each 
day. Friday, July 22 is Family Fun Night at the park at 5 p.m. Register at gphop.org/events. Hope to see you and your kids the week of 
July 22! The Central Illinois Leadership Summit: Voices of Wisdom is September 7 - 9. More to come on this event! 

 
3. Prayer room ministry opportunities: If you are interested in leading or ministering during a live worship set by singing, playing an 

instrument, prayer leading or behind the sound board, please contact us at info@gphop.org. We’d love to have you serve on one  of 
our teams! Team ministry opportunities: If you feel the Lord has gifted you in the prophetic (or would like to grow in this gifting) and 
would consider helping on a prophetic team, send an email to info@gphop.org. Contact Mandy Kistner at mandy@gphop.org if you 
would like to schedule a future healing ministry appointment or help out on the healing team. 

 
4. Missions: Please keep the following missionaries we support in prayer as well as be sensitive to their financial needs: Ashley Bucknam 

(YWAM, Hawaii); Alicia Wright (India); Tim and Blair Fraim (Florianopolis House of Prayer; Florianopolis, Brazil); Eric and Erin Simmons 
(Minnesota House of Prayer Network; Twin Cities, MN); Austin and Amy Zhu and Phil Kellenberger (International House of Prayer; 
Kansas City, MO); Babett Mueller (111 Global; Kansas City, MO). Also keep friends Tyler and Sarah Cook and family in prayer who lead 
the Illinois Valley House of Prayer in Ottawa, IL. 

 
5. Military: Please keep the following members of our military in prayer as they valiantly serve the United States of America: Jake Gerst, 

stationed in Grafenwoehr/Grafenwöhr, Germany. Kyle Nix, stationed in Lackland Air Force Base in Bexar County, Texas. 
 
6. Social media: Follow us on Facebook (Greater Peoria House of Prayer - GPHOP), Twitter (@GPHOPrayer), Instagram (@GPHOPrayer), 

Vimeo and YouTube for regular updates and inspiration. Use these social media sites to get the word out, share pictures, quotes you 
heard, etc. Contact Derek at derek@gphop.org if you’re interested in helping with GPHOP’s social media. 

 
7. Haven ministries: Do you need space to pray just one-on-one. Maybe your Christian group needs a place to meet every once in awhile. 

We’re making available the upper Prayer Room and lower-level Gathering Grounds for rent by donation. Email info@gphop.org if 
interested. 

 
8. We provide free Wi-Fi to everyone here! The password for the GPHOP router is on the chalkboard in the downstairs fellowship area. 

You can also connect to either the CableWiFi or xfinitywifi routers if you have a personal Comcast account. 
 

9. Prayer requests: If you would like our community to pray for something specific, please submit it to info@gphop.org. 
 

10. Giving: If you have been blessed by the GPHOP and would like sow financially into the ministry, we would be more than blessed. You 
can give in cash, but if you would like to give to GPHOP with a check, please make it out to “Greater Peoria House of Prayer” or 
“GPHOP”—your gift is tax deductible. Thank you for your generosity! It’s helping make day and night prayer with worship possible in 
central Illinois. You can place your gift in the Saturday night offering during the 7 p.m. teaching or drop it in either of the two black 
donation boxes. Donations can also be mailed to our physical address at 117 East Washington Street, East Peoria, IL 61611. Donors can 
also use PayPal or our website (gphop.org/donate) to give electronically. 
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Thank you for helping to keep this prayer room sacred by ensuring conversations with others are brief and kindly reminding others to do 
the same. Use the large Gathering Grounds fellowship area downstairs if you would like to chat at length. 


