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I. Introduction: 

A. Our culture is going the way of having a “+” after everything. Disney+, ESPN+, Paramount+, etc. The idea is that there is something 
more to Disney now, something more to ESPN, something more to Paramount. Pay a little extra, and get the extra content. I’m not 
saying this is bad, I’m just pointing out that it’s the latest business norm to cycle through streaming services and consumerism in 
general. Even as I was preparing for this message, I noticed Bible Gateway offers a Bible Gateway Plus. 

B. I make mention of this with the gospel in mind as there has been since the earliest days of the church people who want to add to 
the gospel (or at times take away from it). We see as early as the book of Acts—when the church was first born—religious groups 
trying to put a “+” onto belief in Jesus for the purposes of salvation. For 2,000 years there have been all manner of groups, sects, 
cults, etc. trying to say that Jesus plus something else (or Jesus minus something) is how to get saved.  

C. As Christians in the 21st century, we must develop a strong conviction about the true biblical gospel and way of salvation for those 
who do not know Jesus. We must hold fast to it. We must communicate that believing in Jesus alone—nothing more and nothing 
less—is the way of salvation. It’s the door into relationship with God. 

D. As soon as the gospel of Jesus Christ began being preached, it came under relentless assault on many fronts. This continues to this 
very day. When I think of spiritual warfare, I think of holding fast to the one true gospel handed down since the early church. The 
message of the life, death, burial, resurrection, appearances, ascension and second coming of Christ cannot be 
overcommunicated. Similarly, the freeness and accessibility of Christ cannot be overstated. 

Jude 3-4 | 3 Beloved, while I was very diligent to write to you concerning our common salvation, I found it necessary to write to you 
exhorting you to contend earnestly for the faith which was once for all delivered to the saints. 4 For certain men have crept in 
unnoticed, who long ago were marked out for this condemnation, ungodly men, who turn the grace of our God into lewdness and 
deny the only Lord God and our Lord Jesus Christ. 

II. Jesus+ and the real threat of false gospels. 

A. There are many Jesus+ messages out there (and Jesus- messages too): 
 

• Jesus plus Joseph Smith (Mormonism, Latter Day Saints) 

• Jesus plus our pamphlet of things to do. 

• Jesus plus our teacher or our favorite doctrine. 

• Jesus plus obeying the law of Moses. 

• Jesus plus our denomination, or our church, or getting baptized, or church membership and on and on the list goes. 

• Jehovah’s Witnesses would be an example of “minus Jesus” as they do not believe Jesus is God, but a lesser being than God. 
 

B. Over the years, I have had numerous discussions with Christians confused about the requirements of salvation and what is 
expected after salvation. We are saved by grace through faith, not by works. After we are saved, we do good works from salvation, 
not for salvation (or to more fully secure it). Once we believe in Jesus, we are totally, fully saved. We can never add to that total 
and full salvation. Also, after we are saved, we are called to persevere in our salvation, or “work out your own salvation” 
(Philippians 2:12) which speaks of staying the course lifelong through the hardships we encounter in life and ministry. 

 
Ephesians 2:8-9 | 8 For by grace (a free gift) you have been saved through faith (by simply believing in Jesus), and that not of 
yourselves; it is the gift of God, 9 not of works (there is nothing we did to earn it), lest anyone should boast. 10 For we are His 
workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works (from salvation, not for salvation), which God prepared beforehand that we 
should walk in them. 

III. The gospel, salvation and the book of Acts. 

A. Let’s look at an example of when Paul and Silas encounter a group preaching “Jesus+” and what their response was. I think it’s 
important to mention that the gospel of faith in Jesus for salvation from sins was a radical notion for Jewish culture especially as 
they—steeped in religious tradition and the law of Moses—had a works mentality, or a works-based righteousness. They thought 
that by doing the law as perfectly as possible, they would be saved from their sins and approved by God. 

Acts 15:1 | And certain men came down from Judea and taught the brethren, “Unless you are circumcised according to the 
custom of Moses, you cannot be saved.” 
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Acts 15:24 | Since we have heard that some who went out from us have troubled you with words, unsettling your 
souls, saying, “You must be circumcised and keep the law”—to whom we gave no such commandment— 

B. Many of the leaders got together to discuss this particular point of confusion to clarify what was necessary for salvation, and what 
was further recommended to walk obediently in that salvation bearing in mind cultural considerations specific to Gentile 
Christians (Acts 15:28-29). This “Jerusalem Council” and “Jerusalem Decree” safeguarded the purity and simplicity of the gospel 
message while also giving it “teeth” so as to be understood by people who were being taught a false gospel of needing to be 
circumcised and follow the law of Moses like they were Jewish. (See Galatians 1:6-9 and 2 Corinthians 11:3-4.) 

C. Because the gospel originated within the confines of Jewish culture, it was very important to discern what was the gospel and 
what was Jewish culture, and not to put an unbiblical yoke of Jewish culture onto the growing Gentile church. Sometimes we 
mean to preach the gospel, but we end of preaching culture. It’s not always malicious; sincere but misguided people do this at 
times. Sometimes we are so steeped in our culture that we confuse parts of it for the gospel. I praise God for the leaders in the 
early church, and the fathers throughout church history, who have repeatedly stood for the purity of the gospel and sought to 
strip away from it all that has tried to attach itself to the good news. 

D. The gospel of Jesus Christ—which includes the message of how to be saved from our sins in Christ, be accepted by God, secure 
eternal life in Heaven and gain freedom from eternal death in Hell—transcends our culture, our ministry, our “message”—
everything. In other words, sometimes we make the gospel sound like American culture, what our ministry emphasizes, the tone 
of our Christian messaging, etc. But we must time and again recapture the gospel message that has no attachments. We simply 
preach the Jesus of the Bible—the Jesus born in Bethlehem and raised in Nazareth—who lived, died, was buried, was resurrected, 
who appeared to many witnesses, who ascended to the right hand of the Father and who is coming again soon. We preach this 
Christ. Although Jesus was (by birth) and is (remains unchanged) Jewish, we do not preach being Jewish, but Christ. We do not 
preach being American, but Christ. We do not preach our denomination or ministry preferences, but Christ. We preach not 
adherence to the law of Moses, but adherence to Christ by faith. 

IV. “What must I do to be saved?” 

Acts 16:30-34 | 30 And he brought them out and said, “Sirs, what must I do to be saved?” 31 So they said, “Believe on the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and you will be saved, you and your household.” 32 Then they spoke the word of the Lord to him and to all who were in his 
house. 33 And he took them the same hour of the night and washed their stripes. And immediately he and all his family were baptized. 
34 Now when he had brought them into his house, he set food before them; and he rejoiced, having believed in God with all his 
household. 

A. This is perhaps one of the most important questions in human history. How does a person get saved from their sins? Paul gives us 
a real gem here. They believe in Jesus. Period. Faith in Jesus gives us righteousness in God’s view. 

B. Earlier on in the book of Acts, Peter preached out of Joel, which touches on the idea of salvation by faith from the Old Testament. 
Simply calling on the Lord—a way of describing faith—is how to be saved. 

Acts 2:21 | And it shall come to pass That whoever calls on the name of the Lord Shall be saved.’ 

V. Do Paul and James preach the same gospel? 

A. Some people think that James preaches a salvation by good works not understanding he was simply addressing a different type of 
theological conflict, which was the error of salvation by faith without any following commitment to do good works for the glory of 
God. Most assuredly Paul and James both spoke a gospel of faith in Jesus alone for salvation with good works following as an 
evidence of salvation, not to earn it. (See Ephesians 2:8-9.) The larger point is that true Christian saving faith is accompanied by 
works. 

B. In John Stott’s devotional Through the Bible Through the Year, he touches on this very question: “The discrepancy is more 
imaginary than real. Paul and James had a different ministry but not a different message. They proclaimed the same gospel but 
with different emphasis. The reason for this different emphasis is that they were opposing different false teachers. Paul’s 
opponents were Jewish legalists, or Judaizers, who taught that justification is by works done in obedience to the law. James’s 
opponents, however, were Jewish intellectualizers who taught that justification is by faith, meaning a barren orthodoxy. To the 
Judaizers Paul insisted that justification is not by works but by faith; to the intellectualizers James insisted that justification is not 
by orthodox faith (which the demons also possess—and shudder!) but by a faith that works.” He further said, “The place of works 
is not to earn salvation but to evidence it, not to procure salvation but to prove it.” 
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Help me improve my notes! The first person to point out a legitimate mistake/typo on this document (during service) gets $1. 

Greater Peoria House of Prayer Announcements for June 17, 2022. 
 
1. Welcome to the Greater Peoria House of Prayer… we’re glad you’re here and blessed to be worshipping God with you! Be sure to pick 

up the free materials at the back table in the prayer room or the desk near the front of the downstairs fellowship area, which includes 
teaching notes, stickers, pens, prayer cards and more. Daily schedule: We have morning prayer right here in this room seven days a 
week from 7-8 a.m. Monday - Friday and 8-9 a.m. Saturday and Sunday. We have afternoon prayer four days a week: Monday, 
Wednesday, Friday and Saturday from 11:30 a.m. - noon. We have evening prayer with live worship from 6-8 p.m. Monday - Saturday. 
On Friday’s, we have an extra prayer gathering from 10 a.m. - noon. Our Friday Encounter Night is from 6-9 p.m. and is our main 
corporate gathering each Friday evening featuring live worship and a teaching to inspire love for Jesus and prayer. 

 
2. UPCOMING EVENTS: We pray from 7-8 p.m. every night seven days a week. Come on out! Kids Camp 2022 is Monday, July 18 - Friday, 

July 22 from 3:30-5 p.m. each day. Friday, July 22 is Family Fun Night at the park at 5 p.m. Register at gphop.org/events. Hope to see 
you and your kids the week of July 22! 

 
3. Prayer room ministry opportunities: If you are interested in leading or ministering during a live worship set by singing, playing an 

instrument, prayer leading or behind the sound board, please contact us at info@gphop.org. We’d love to have you serve on one  of 
our teams! Team ministry opportunities: If you feel the Lord has gifted you in the prophetic (or would like to grow in this gifting) and 
would consider helping on a prophetic team, send an email to info@gphop.org. Contact Mandy Kistner at mandy@gphop.org if you 
would like to schedule a future healing ministry appointment or help out on the healing team. 

 
4. Missions: Please keep the following missionaries we support in prayer as well as be sensitive to their financial needs: Ashley Bucknam 

(YWAM, Hawaii); Alicia Wright (India); Tim and Blair Fraim (Florianopolis House of Prayer; Florianopolis, Brazil); Eric and Erin Simmons 
(Minnesota House of Prayer Network; Twin Cities, MN); Austin and Amy Zhu and Phil Kellenberger (International House of Prayer; 
Kansas City, MO); Babett Mueller (111 Global; Kansas City, MO). Also keep friends Tyler and Sarah Cook and family in prayer who lead 
the Illinois Valley House of Prayer in Ottawa, IL. 

 
5. Military: Please keep the following members of our military in prayer as they valiantly serve the United States of America: Jake Gerst, 

stationed in Grafenwoehr/Grafenwöhr, Germany. Kyle Nix, stationed in Lackland Air Force Base in Bexar County, Texas. 
 
6. Social media: Follow us on Facebook (Greater Peoria House of Prayer - GPHOP), Twitter (@GPHOPrayer), Instagram (@GPHOPrayer), 

Vimeo and YouTube for regular updates and inspiration. Use these social media sites to get the word out, share pictures, quotes you 
heard, etc. Contact Derek at derek@gphop.org if you’re interested in helping with GPHOP’s social media. 

 
7. Haven ministries: Do you need space to pray just one-on-one. Maybe your Christian group needs a place to meet every once in awhile. 

We’re making available the upper Prayer Room and lower-level Gathering Grounds for rent by donation. Email info@gphop.org if 
interested. 

 
8. We provide free Wi-Fi to everyone here! The password for the GPHOP router is on the chalkboard in the downstairs fellowship area. 

You can also connect to either the CableWiFi or xfinitywifi routers if you have a personal Comcast account. 
 

9. Prayer requests: If you would like our community to pray for something specific, please submit it to info@gphop.org. 
 

10. Giving: If you have been blessed by the GPHOP and would like sow financially into the ministry, we would be more than blessed. You 
can give in cash, but if you would like to give to GPHOP with a check, please make it out to “Greater Peoria House of Prayer” or 
“GPHOP”—your gift is tax deductible. Thank you for your generosity! It’s helping make day and night prayer with worship possible in 
central Illinois. You can place your gift in the Saturday night offering during the 7 p.m. teaching or drop it in either of the two black 
donation boxes. Donations can also be mailed to our physical address at 117 East Washington Street, East Peoria, IL 61611. Donors can 
also use PayPal or our website (gphop.org/donate) to give electronically. 

 
Thank you for helping to keep this prayer room sacred by ensuring conversations with others are brief and kindly reminding others to do 

the same. Use the large Gathering Grounds fellowship area downstairs if you would like to chat at length. 


