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I. Introduction: 

• This Sunday, June 5, is recognized as Pentecost Sunday on the church calendar. I think Charismatic and Pentecostal Christians in 
particular do a great job of highlighting this important event each year. Just as we think of Easter and Christmas as significant, 
Pentecost is certainly worthy of our attention. We rightly focus on when Jesus was born, and focused attention should also be 
given to when the Holy Spirit was sent and the church of Jesus was born. 

• In short, Pentecost is when the Holy Spirit was first poured out and came into believers in Jesus and the church community. Prior 
to this moment, the Spirit did not indwell human beings. The disciple community had transitioned from following Jesus physically, 
to being indwelt by His Spirit—the Holy Spirit. Acts chapters 1-2 provide us with most of the Pentecost narrative. We won’t read 
all of it tonight, but it’s a good portion of Scripture to become familiar with. 

• The subject of the Holy Spirit, or the doctrine of the Holy Spirit (pneumatology), is of great significance. The Holy Spirit is the third 
Person of the Trinity and is fully God, and is not to be thought of as less than the Father or the Son. The Holy Spirit is not 1/3 God. 
As Christians, we worship one God expressed as three persons—Father, Son and Holy Spirit (all equal in glory and eternality). 

II. Important lessons we learn from the first Pentecost. 

1. Lesson number one is about the nature of Jesus’ leadership. Jesus leads His church by using a series of promises and fulfillments 
in order to demonstrate His faithfulness in the life of the disciple and His church. We believe the objective promises of Scripture as 
well as the subjective promises that align with the truths of Scripture. Jesus uses both as He leads us throughout our life. 
 
Acts 1:4 | And being assembled together with them, He commanded them not to depart from Jerusalem, but to wait for the 
Promise of the Father, “which,” He said, “you have heard from Me; 
 
John 16:7 | Nevertheless I tell you the truth. It is to your advantage that I go away; for if I do not go away, the Helper will not 
come to you; but if I depart, I will send Him to you. (See also John 14:16-18.) 
 

2. Lesson number two is about how prayer relates to what God has promised. Prayer is the means God has chosen to receive what 
He has promised both on an individual level and corporate level. Notice how the disciples interpreted the command to wait. They 
gathered for prayer knowing that waiting meant praying. The promises of God, and the power of the Spirit, and granted to the 
praying community. 
 
Acts 1:14 | These all continued with one accord in prayer and supplication, with the women and Mary the mother of Jesus, and 
with His brothers. 
 
Acts 2:1-4 | When the Day of Pentecost had fully come, they were all with one accord in one place. 2 And suddenly there came a 
sound from heaven, as of a rushing mighty wind, and it filled the whole house where they were sitting. 3 Then there appeared to 
them divided tongues, as of fire, and one sat upon each of them. 4 And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak 
with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance. 
 

3. Lesson number three is about the centrality of Scripture. In just the first two chapters of Acts, the Old Testament is referenced 
and quoted repeatedly. The Bible was the guide for the new church community. The made sense of what was happening using the 
Scripture they had. Now having the Old and New Covenant Scriptures, we as 21st century Christians use both testaments to 
interpret what God is doing. The Holy Spirit never steers the church outside the guardrails of Scripture, but when there is a fresh 
outpouring of the Spirit a new understanding of prophetic Scripture begins to surface. Seeing “the same old truths” with fresh 
eyes is what happens as the Spirit helps us connect what He is doing with the inerrant truths of the 66 books of the Bible. 
 

• The words of Jesus are referenced in Acts 1-2. 

• The Psalms are referenced in Acts 1-2. 

• The book of Joel is referenced Acts 1-2. 
 

III. Concluding thought. 

• Complaining kept a whole generation of Israelites from the promised land. Complaining keeps us from promises. We tend to 
either pray or complain. Many Christians do not know the Bible well enough to understand how destructive regular 
complaining is. To complain against leaders, specifically, is to complain against God (who put them there). (See Jude 16.) 
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Help me improve my notes! The first person to point out a legitimate mistake/typo on this document (during service) gets $1. 
 

Greater Peoria House of Prayer Announcements for June 3, 2022. 
 
1. Welcome to the Greater Peoria House of Prayer… we’re glad you’re here and blessed to be worshipping God with you! Be sure to pick 

up the free materials at the back table in the prayer room or the desk near the front of the downstairs fellowship area, which includes 
teaching notes, stickers, pens, prayer cards and more. Daily schedule: We have morning prayer right here in this room seven days a 
week from 7-8 a.m. Monday - Friday and 8-9 a.m. Saturday and Sunday. We have afternoon prayer four days a week: Monday, 
Wednesday, Friday and Saturday from 11:30 a.m. - noon. We have evening prayer with live worship from 6-8 p.m. Monday - Saturday. 
On Friday’s, we have an extra prayer gathering from 10 a.m. - noon. Our Friday Encounter Night is from 6-9 p.m. and is our main 
corporate gathering each Friday evening featuring live worship and a teaching to inspire love for Jesus and prayer. 

 
2. UPCOMING EVENTS: We pray from 7-8 p.m. every night seven days a week. Come on out! 
 
3. Prayer room ministry opportunities: If you are interested in leading or ministering during a live worship set by singing, playing an 

instrument, prayer leading or behind the sound board, please contact us at info@gphop.org. We’d love to have you serve on one  of 
our teams! Team ministry opportunities: If you feel the Lord has gifted you in the prophetic (or would like to grow in this gifting) and 
would consider helping on a prophetic team, send an email to info@gphop.org. Contact Mandy Kistner at mandy@gphop.org if you 
would like to schedule a future healing ministry appointment or help out on the healing team. 

 
4. Missions: Please keep the following missionaries we support in prayer as well as be sensitive to their financial needs: Ashley Bucknam 

(YWAM, Hawaii); Alicia Wright (India); Tim and Blair Fraim (Florianopolis House of Prayer; Florianopolis, Brazil); Eric and Erin Simmons 
(Minnesota House of Prayer Network; Twin Cities, MN); Austin and Amy Zhu and Phil Kellenberger (International House of Prayer; 
Kansas City, MO); Babett Mueller (111 Global; Kansas City, MO). Also keep friends Tyler and Sarah Cook and family in prayer who lead 
the Illinois Valley House of Prayer in Ottawa, IL. 

 
5. Military: Please keep the following members of our military in prayer as they valiantly serve the United States of America: Jake Gerst, 

stationed in Grafenwoehr/Grafenwöhr, Germany. Kyle Nix, stationed in Lackland Air Force Base in Bexar County, Texas. 
 
6. Social media: Follow us on Facebook (Greater Peoria House of Prayer - GPHOP), Twitter (@GPHOPrayer), Instagram (@GPHOPrayer), 

Vimeo and YouTube for regular updates and inspiration. Use these social media sites to get the word out, share pictures, quotes you 
heard, etc. Contact Derek at derek@gphop.org if you’re interested in helping with GPHOP’s social media. 

 
7. Haven ministries: Do you need space to pray just one-on-one. Maybe your Christian group needs a place to meet every once in awhile. 

We’re making available the upper Prayer Room and lower-level Gathering Grounds for rent by donation. Email info@gphop.org if 
interested. 

 
8. We provide free Wi-Fi to everyone here! The password for the GPHOP router is on the chalkboard in the downstairs fellowship area. 

You can also connect to either the CableWiFi or xfinitywifi routers if you have a personal Comcast account. 
 

9. Prayer requests: If you would like our community to pray for something specific, please submit it to info@gphop.org. 
 

10. Giving: If you have been blessed by the GPHOP and would like sow financially into the ministry, we would be more than blessed. You 
can give in cash, but if you would like to give to GPHOP with a check, please make it out to “Greater Peoria House of Prayer” or 
“GPHOP”—your gift is tax deductible. Thank you for your generosity! It’s helping make day and night prayer with worship possible in 
central Illinois. You can place your gift in the Saturday night offering during the 7 p.m. teaching or drop it in either of the two black 
donation boxes. Donations can also be mailed to our physical address at 117 East Washington Street, East Peoria, IL 61611. Donors can 
also use PayPal or our website (gphop.org/donate) to give electronically. 

 
Thank you for helping to keep this prayer room sacred by ensuring conversations with others are brief and kindly reminding others to do 

the same. Use the large Gathering Grounds fellowship area downstairs if you would like to chat at length. 


