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I. Introduction: 

A. Tonight, I’m starting somewhat of a mini-series that I hope will give a bit more in-depth insight into specific aspects that make Jesus so 
glorious. As Christians, we typically embrace the gospel and life of Christ in a more generalized way (which we should), but drilling 
down into the specifics of what Jesus was and is like is also an immensely valuable journey that deepens our understanding of and love 
for Him, and serves to further magnify His greatness. Sort of how when we look at a little drop of lake water under a microscope and 
are amazed by how much is really going on in there, when we put Jesus under the microscope, He only gets better. Ove the next few 
weeks, we will look at things like the words of Christ, the works of Christ, and more. 
 

B. Often times, when a Christian thinks of Jesus, it’s in terms of what He has done for us, or what He is doing for us now or in the future. 
We tend to view Him as a consumer, what He did for me and what He will do for me. Not to minimize the importance of things like 
salvation and justification, or ecclesiology and eschatology, but we must also view Jesus as someone with a personality and 
temperament—a real person to get to know. Someone to be friends with, in other words. Imagine sitting near a campfire, just Him and 
you. Imagine the conversation you would have. What does He say? What does that moment feel like? Getting to know Him is so 
important to our lifelong journey with Him. Getting to know Jesus in this specific way is one of the untapped wells—a well that is 
bottomless and full of living water. Let’s learn to appreciate not only what Jesus has done for us, but also who He is and what He’s like. 
Thus, this miniseries. 
 

C. Tonight we will touch on the importance of God’s Word (the Bible), the special whispers of God’s words to our heart (those subjective 
words that come to us outside of the Bible, but that are consistent with the truths of the Bible) and the importance of our words to 
others. Words are, in the end, not just the way we communicate with one another and with God, but end up being among the most 
consequential determining factors in how we experience life, view God, interact with others and so much more. Truly, as Solomon 
wrote in his Proverbs, “Death and life are in the power of the tongue” (Proverbs 18:21). 
 

D. Just think about the special times God has spoken to you, or someone said something to you that you have never forgotten. Indeed, 
God often speaks to us through the mouth of other people. A word spoken in the right time and place—or even completely out of 
nowhere at times—can impact us or someone else for the rest of our lives. Think about that for a moment. Few things are more 
powerful than words. As Mark Twain once said, “I can live for two months on a good compliment.” 
 

II. Scripture passages: 

John 6:66-69 | 66 From that time many of His disciples went back and walked with Him no more. 67 Then Jesus said to the twelve, “Do 
you also want to go away?” 68 But Simon Peter answered Him, “Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life. 69 Also 
we have come to believe and know that You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.” 

• Peter says something quite astounding here. He, perhaps for the first time in the ministry, begins to speak of the eternality of 
Christ’s words. This is a towering theological statement. What Peter said was, in essence, “Lord, where else can we go and hear 
things spoken that reverberate with eternal substance? Where else can we hear someone talk and make us feel that someone 
who has lived for eternity is speaking to us? Nobody else can speak the truth in love, in the right way and time, with the proper 
tone and temperament like you. Nobody else can do this but you. We’re not going anywhere. Your words have us hooked.”  
 

• I’m also impressed by what Peter didn’t say, but certainly could have. Peter didn’t say, “Lord, to whom shall we go? You’re the 
expert.” or “Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the best political hot takes.” He also didn’t say, “You have the words of 
salvation.” He said, “You have the words of eternal life.” (See John 17:3.) Peter was communicating something far larger than the 
concept of salvation from sin, but certainly the concept of eternal life includes (but is not limited to) the idea of salvation from sin. 

 
Luke 2:46-47 | 46 Now so it was that after three days they found Him in the temple, sitting in the midst of the teachers, both listening 
to them and asking them questions. 47 And all who heard Him were astonished at His understanding and answers. 
 

• Even as a 12-year-old boy, Jesus was saying things that produced astonishment in some of the most knowledgeable teachers of 
His day. 

 
Mark 10:24 | And the disciples were astonished at His words… 
 

• The disciples had a front row seat for years to the most revelatory Man ever to grace the planet with His wisdom. His words 
wrecked them, pierced them, mended them, emptied them and filled them over and over and over again. 
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Psalm 138:4-5 | 4 All the kings of the earth shall praise You, O Lord, When they hear the words of Your mouth. 5 Yes, they shall sing of 
the ways of the Lord, For great is the glory of the Lord. 

• King David experienced God’s words in such a way that deeply impacted Him. We know this from a number of his psalms. He 
wrote prophetically of a day when kings of the earth would be moved to worship simply by listening to words of the Lord, Jesus. 
Think about how amazing that is. Imagine every king, queen, president, prime minister and senior political leader of every state 
worldwide in our day listening to a message by Jesus and then being so moved that they begin to mobilize praise and worship in 
their respective nation. That is the kind of power Jesus has when He speaks. 
 

III. Types of words in focus tonight: 

1. Scriptural words (objective): The way we as Christians hear from God today most regularly and reliably is by reading the Bible, praying 
over the information we are processing and seeking to live our what we are learning. In a nutshell: read, pray, obey. 
 

2. Special words (subjective): God at times communicates through various external means such as dreams, spiritual experiences, 
“coincidences” and various other ways. These subjective words, if they are truly from God, will be consistent with biblical truth, and 
not contradict what the whole of the Bible clearly teaches. For example, one day a phrase came to my mind that I had never heard in 
my life. Later on, I would go on to find that exact phrase in my Bible, and could then safely conclude that it truly was a word from God 
that had come to me through the unique means of it just entering my mind in the most unexpected way. 
 

3. Self’s words (our own words): Ideally, the more we see how God speaks, the more we aspire to use our own words well. As we mature 
in our relationship with Jesus, our words take on new meaning. We understand we must be careful with them, and use them well and 
with wisdom. This is difficult especially for those who enjoy being the one talking, or who are called to preach/teach the Bible. What 
we speak, and the way we speak it, becomes of greater and greater importance to us as we grow. (See James 3.) 
 

IV. Thoughts for tonight: 

A. We live in an age of self-proclaimed experts, gurus, pundits, etc. all voicing their opinions. More people than ever before are 
communicating and speaking words in order to gain influence over hearts and minds. Technological advances make content available 
instantly and globally. Smartphone app usage is skyrocketing as more and more people are glued to the messages being disseminated. 
I think the battle for our attention is real, but equally real is the battle for whose words we will settle for. What quality of words will we 
settle for? Will we pay attention to what the Father, Son and Holy Spirit are saying through Scripture, or will we pay attention mostly 
to what everyone else is saying? What words will direct the course of our lives: God’s or people’s? 
 

B. God’s words are unlike any other words. When God speaks, something of eternal substance is being communicated. They eternality of 
His words speaks not only of their timelessness, but their quality. The words of God—whatever He says—could be likened to a 
completely flawless diamond or gemstone, or the purest kind of gold without any impurities.  
 
1. The content: true, transcendent, trustworthy. When God speaks, there is something of eternal substance being communicated. 

There is nothing but pure truth in His mouth. He never says things that do not matter. 
 

2. The spirit: loving. The tone of God’s words are always loving. He never speaks from a bad place because He is only good. The spirit 
of God’s words is always good because He is good, and the spirit of our words are an extension of who we are. Personally 
speaking, God has never yelled at me. I’ve had people yell at me—even Christian leaders—but never God. I have been challenged 
and convicted by God most certainly, but in a way that I always felt He was for me and helping me do the things He was correcting 
me about. When God speaks, it’s always with a motivation of love, not annoyance, disappointment or frustration. 
 

3. The power: worship-inducing. As we learn from David, the words of God move us to praise and worship. The truths He possesses 
motivate us to sing and celebrate and live right for the right reasons because we know God rightly.  

 
V. Response for tonight: 

A. Maybe go to bed tonight imaging a conversation with Jesus. Ask the Holy Spirit to inspire your imagination. After all, when we get to 
Heaven, we won’t come face to face with the Bible, or a stack of doctrinal papers, but a real Man named Jesus. Allow the Holy Spirit to 
make Jesus more real to you. I often pray, “Jesus, become more real to me.” 

 
B. Spend time in God’s word, ask Him to speak to you and seek to use your speech with lovingkindness, humility, grace and wisdom. 
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Help me improve my notes! The first person to point out a legitimate mistake/typo on this document (during service) gets $1.  
 
Greater Peoria House of Prayer Announcements for February 4, 2022. 
 
1. Welcome to the Greater Peoria House of Prayer… we’re glad you’re here and blessed to be worshipping God with you! Be sure to pick 

up the free materials at the back table in the prayer room or the desk near the front of the downstairs fellowship area, which includes 
teaching notes, stickers, pens, prayer cards and more. Daily schedule: We have morning prayer right here in this room seven days a 
week from 7-8 a.m. Monday - Friday and 8-9 a.m. Saturday and Sunday. We have afternoon prayer four days a week: Monday, 
Wednesday, Friday and Saturday from 11:30 a.m. - noon. We have evening prayer with live worship from 6-8 p.m. Monday - Saturday. 
On Friday’s, we have an extra prayer gathering from 10 a.m. - noon. Our Friday Encounter Night is from 6-9 p.m. and is our main 
corporate gathering each Friday evening featuring live worship and a teaching to inspire love for Jesus and prayer. 

 
2. UPCOMING EVENTS: We’re open from 7-8 p.m. every night seven days a week. Hope to gather with you in prayer! 
 
3. Prayer room ministry opportunities: If you are interested in leading or ministering during a live worship set by singing, playing an 

instrument, prayer leading or behind the sound board, please contact us at info@gphop.org. We’d love to have you serve on one  of 
our teams! Team ministry opportunities: If you feel the Lord has gifted you in the prophetic (or would like to grow in this gifting) and 
would consider helping on a prophetic team, send an email to info@gphop.org. Contact Mandy Kistner at mandy@gphop.org if you 
would like to schedule a future healing ministry appointment or help out on the healing team. 

 
4. Missions: Please keep the following missionaries we support in prayer as well as be sensitive to their financial needs: Ashley Bucknam 

(YWAM, Hawaii); Alicia Wright (India); Tim and Blair Fraim (Florianopolis House of Prayer; Florianopolis, Brazil); Eric and Erin Simmons 
(Minnesota House of Prayer Network; Twin Cities, MN); Austin and Amy Zhu and Phil Kellenberger (International House of Prayer; 
Kansas City, MO); Babett Mueller (111 Global; Kansas City, MO). Also keep friends Tyler and Sarah Cook and family in prayer who lead 
the Illinois Valley House of Prayer in Ottawa, IL. 

 
5. Military: Please keep the following members of our military in prayer as they valiantly serve the United States of America: Jake Gerst, 

currently stationed in Grafenwoehr/Grafenwöhr, Germany. 
 
6. Social media: Follow us on Facebook (Greater Peoria House of Prayer - GPHOP), Twitter (@GPHOPrayer), Instagram (@GPHOPrayer), 

Vimeo and YouTube for regular updates and inspiration. Use these social media sites to get the word out, share pictures, quotes you 
heard, etc. Contact Derek at derek@gphop.org if you’re interested in helping with GPHOP’s social media. 

 
7. Haven ministries: Do you need space to pray just one-on-one. Maybe your Christian group needs a place to meet every once in awhile. 

We’re making available the upper Prayer Room and lower-level Gathering Grounds for rent by donation. Email info@gphop.org if 
interested. 

 
8. We provide free Wi-Fi to everyone here! The password for the GPHOP router is on the chalkboard in the downstairs fellowship area. 

You can also connect to either the CableWiFi or xfinitywifi routers if you have a personal Comcast account. 
 

9. Prayer requests: If you would like our community to pray for something specific, please submit it to info@gphop.org. 
 

10. Giving: If you have been blessed by the GPHOP and would like sow financially into the ministry, we would be more than blessed. You 
can give in cash, but if you would like to give to GPHOP with a check, please make it out to “Greater Peoria House of Prayer” or 
“GPHOP”—your gift is tax deductible. Thank you for your generosity! It’s helping make day and night prayer with worship possible in 
central Illinois. You can place your gift in the Saturday night offering during the 7 p.m. teaching or drop it in either of the two black 
donation boxes. Donations can also be mailed to our physical address at 117 East Washington Street, East Peoria, IL 61611. Donors can 
also use PayPal or our website (gphop.org/donate) to give electronically. 

 
Thank you for helping to keep this prayer room sacred by ensuring conversations with others are brief and kindly reminding others to do 

the same. Use the large Gathering Grounds fellowship area downstairs if you would like to chat at length. 


