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I. Introduction: 

A. “Jesus is the reason for the season!” I’m sure you’ve been hearing that phrase a lot these days. Although it can come across a bit 
cliché, I can’t think of a more succinct way to describe the most wonderful time of the year. It truly is all about this newborn King. Let’s 
never lose that childlike wonder as we contemplate the lengths God went to come into our world—a world He created—to rescue 
those He created: people like you and me. Of all the things He could have done to save us from our sins and permanent separation 
from Him, He decided to get personally involved. What a Savior we have in Jesus. In all the busyness of this Christmastime, let’s 
remember what it’s truly all about: Him. 
 

B. Tonight, let’s contemplate a few simple ways to keep Jesus front and center this Christmastime. But first… 
 

C. Full disclosure: I love Christmas, and it’s my absolute favorite time of the year. Family time, presents, cheesy Hallmark holiday movies, 
good food, hot chocolate, and on and on. I’m also a big fan of Santa Claus. Each December, we decorate the outside of our house with 
lots of lights, put up a tree with ornaments in the living room and decorate all over the inside of our home. We watch Polar Express, 
Home Alone and other holiday classics way too much. I play light/instrumental Christmas music (great for reading and study) starting 
in early November much of the day for nearly two months. We as a fam go all in, haha. These are not bad things as some Christians 
assert. Our traditions only become unhealthy if they replace the main thing, or keep the main thing—Jesus—from being the main 
thing. I have found that the best way to navigate our culture and its many holidays is simply to embrace them all in the joyous spirit of 
Christ. Keep in mind that the Grinch has never led anyone to Christ. Being grumpy about traditions only unnecessarily pushes people 
away. Our family does all that we do around Christmastime while still keeping Jesus first and foremost. Be free in your Christmastime 
traditions while honoring the fullest and truest meaning of this season. Recognize that anything good ultimately comes from above. 
 

II. The ABCs of ensuring Jesus is our focal point throughout this Christmas season: 

1. ‘A’ is for Advent: Advent is a special period of time in December that’s observed by many Christian traditions, especially those that 
follow the liturgical church calendar. Advent, a word that means “coming” or “arrival,” is a sacred time of year leading up to Christmas 
Day—a day we celebrate the birth of Jesus, the Son of God. Just as we look forward to celebrating the first advent of Christ with great 
joy and gifts on the 25th, we also look forward with hope to a second advent—a time when He comes to rule and reign forever. A 
prayer we can all be praying this Advent is simply “Come, Lord Jesus, come!” Just as He came the first time as a precious Baby, He will 
be faithful to come again as a glorious King. 
 

• Takeaway: As Bible-believing Christians, we confess Jesus came 2,000 years ago as Baby, and is coming again as King. This 
gives us great hope and confidence. Both our temporal and our eternal future is secure. Jesus came, Jesus is here with us now 
and Jesus is coming again. Ponder that sweet mystery over the next few weeks especially. 

 
2. ‘B’ is for Bible: The last couple of weeks that I’ve shared on Friday night, I’ve shared on the Road to Emmaus. During this unique and 

wonderful story, Jesus preached “in all the Scriptures the things concerning Himself” (Luke 24:27). What better than Jesus preaching 
Jesus! As you read your Bible, learn to see the many hints, shadows, allusions, types, etc. that point to Christ. 
 
Luke 24:25-27 | 25 Then He said to them, “O foolish ones, and slow of heart to believe in all that the prophets have spoken! 26 Ought 
not the Christ to have suffered these things and to enter into His glory?” 27 And beginning at Moses and all the Prophets, He 
expounded to them in all the Scriptures the things concerning Himself. 
 

• Takeaway: As Bible-reading Christians, we search from Genesis to Revelation to find and know Jesus. Stay in the Word and let 
the excitement of discovering Jesus over and over again, and in deeper and deeper ways, keep you glued to the Scriptures as 
the years unfold. I cannot emphasize enough how important a regular time of prayerful Bible study is in our walk with God. 

 
3. ‘C’ is for Compassion: One of the ways we keep Jesus the main focus in this season is purposing to be examples of His compassion to 

others in need. Who do you know of that has needs this month? Purpose to meet those needs. Think of ways to be thoughtful and 
considerate of the needy, elderly, infirm, sick, etc.  
 

• Takeaway: As Bible-living Christians, we obey the Bible in hope that our character and actions reveal Jesus to others. This is 
not the only reason we obey Scripture, but one important reason among many. Who can you exemplify the uniquely 
Christlike characteristic of compassion to during this holiday season? Who can you be like Jesus toward? 
 

Help me improve my notes! The first person to point out a legitimate mistake/typo on this document (during service) gets $1.  
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Greater Peoria House of Prayer Announcements for December 3, 2021. 
 
1. Welcome to the Greater Peoria House of Prayer… we’re glad you’re here and blessed to be worshipping God with you! Be sure to pick 

up the free materials at the back table in the prayer room or the desk near the front of the downstairs fellowship area, which includes 
teaching notes, stickers, pens, prayer cards and more. Daily schedule: We have morning prayer right here in this room seven days a 
week from 7-8 a.m. Monday - Friday and 8-9 a.m. Saturday and Sunday. We have afternoon prayer four days a week: Monday, 
Wednesday, Friday and Saturday from 11:30 a.m. - noon. We have evening prayer with live worship from 6-8 p.m. Monday - Saturday. 
On Friday’s, we have an extra prayer gathering from 10 a.m. - noon. Our Friday Encounter Night is from 6-9 p.m. and is our main 
corporate gathering each Friday evening featuring live worship and a teaching to inspire love for Jesus and prayer. 

 
2. UPCOMING EVENTS: We will be hosting a special Christmas-themed children’s event on Friday, December 17 during our normal Friday 

Encounter Night gathering time at 7 p.m. Children ages 5-12 are more than welcome. Parents who would like to bring younger children 
should plan to stay. There will be no Encounter gathering on December 24 or 31. Keep in mind, we’re open from 7-8 p.m. every night 
seven days a week. Hope to gather with you in prayer! 

 
3. Prayer room ministry opportunities: If you are interested in leading or ministering during a live worship set by singing, playing an 

instrument, prayer leading or behind the sound board, please contact us at info@gphop.org. We’d love to have you serve on one of 
our teams! Team ministry opportunities: If you feel the Lord has gifted you in the prophetic (or would like to grow in this gifting) and 
would consider helping on a prophetic team, send an email to info@gphop.org. Contact Mandy Kistner at mandy@gphop.org if you 
would like to schedule a future healing ministry appointment or help out on the healing team. 

 
4. Missions: Please keep the following missionaries we support in prayer as well as be sensitive to their financial needs: Ashley Bucknam 

(YWAM, Hawaii); Alicia Wright (India); Tim and Blair Fraim (Florianopolis House of Prayer; Florianopolis, Brazil); Eric and Erin Simmons 
(Minnesota House of Prayer Network; Twin Cities, MN); Austin and Amy Zhu and Phil Kellenberger (International House of Prayer; 
Kansas City, MO); Babett Mueller (111 Global; Kansas City, MO). Also keep friends Tyler and Sarah Cook and family in prayer who lead 
the Illinois Valley House of Prayer in Ottawa, IL. 

 
5. Military: Please keep the following members of our military in prayer as they valiantly serve the United States of America: Jake Gerst, 

currently stationed in Grafenwoehr/Grafenwöhr, Germany. 
 
6. Social media: Follow us on Facebook (Greater Peoria House of Prayer - GPHOP), Twitter (@GPHOPrayer), Instagram (@GPHOPrayer), 

Vimeo and YouTube for regular updates and inspiration. Use these social media sites to get the word out, share pictures, quotes you 
heard, etc. Contact Derek at derek@gphop.org if you’re interested in helping with GPHOP’s social media. 

 
7. Haven ministries: Do you need space to pray just one-on-one. Maybe your Christian group needs a place to meet every once in awhile. 

We’re making available the upper Prayer Room and lower-level Gathering Grounds for rent by donation. Email info@gphop.org if 
interested. 

 
8. We provide free Wi-Fi to everyone here! The password for the GPHOP router is on the chalkboard in the downstairs fellowship area. 

You can also connect to either the CableWiFi or xfinitywifi routers if you have a personal Comcast account. 
 

9. Prayer requests: If you would like our community to pray for something specific, please submit it to info@gphop.org. 
 

10. Giving: If you have been blessed by the GPHOP and would like sow financially into the ministry, we would be more than blessed. You 
can give in cash, but if you would like to give to GPHOP with a check, please make it out to “Greater Peoria House of Prayer” or 
“GPHOP”—your gift is tax deductible. Thank you for your generosity! It’s helping make day and night prayer with worship possible in 
central Illinois. You can place your gift in the Saturday night offering during the 7 p.m. teaching or drop it in either of the two black 
donation boxes. Donations can also be mailed to our physical address at 117 East Washington Street, East Peoria, IL 61611. Donors can 
also use PayPal or our website (gphop.org/donate) to give electronically. 

 
Thank you for helping to keep this prayer room sacred by ensuring conversations with others are brief and kindly reminding others to do 

the same. Use the large Gathering Grounds fellowship area downstairs if you would like to chat at length. 


