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I. Scriptures in focus: 

Mark 12:41:44 | 41 Now Jesus sat opposite the treasury and saw how the people put money into the treasury. And many who were rich put 
in much. 42 Then one poor widow came and threw in two mites, which make a quadrans. 43 So He called His disciples to Himself and said to 
them, “Assuredly, I say to you that this poor widow has put in more than all those who have given to the treasury; 44 for they all put in out 
of their abundance, but she out of her poverty put in all that she had, her whole livelihood.” 

Luke 21:1-4 | And He looked up and saw the rich putting their gifts into the treasury, 2 and He saw also a certain poor widow putting in two 
mites. 3 So He said, “Truly I say to you that this poor widow has put in more than all; 4 for all these out of their abundance have put in 
offerings for God, but she out of her poverty put in all the livelihood that she had.” 

II. Commentary: 

A. I think it says so much about Jesus that, in choosing someone to exemplify what it looks like to give their all to God, He chose an 
impoverished and widowed woman (Mark 12:41-44, Luke 21:1-4). 
 

B. A person in her circumstance is typically overlooked and pitied by not only the wealthy, but also much of society in general—both then 
and now. But Jesus does not overlook her. As a matter of fact, He commends her. Also, in choosing her to teach us all a lesson in faith 
and generosity, he dignifies her in a rather surprising way. 
 

C. First, though, many people today have difficulty imagining abject poverty because we tend to think in terms of 21st century American 
poor instead of 1st century Jewish poor. The latter would be more akin to the poverty we see in Yemen or Syria today. The woman 
Jesus highlighted literally only had two small coins to her name. Today, according to some scholars, it would be something like only 
having enough money for perhaps one meal, and putting it all into the church offering. 
 

D. In making an example of this particular woman, Jesus brought great dignity to women in general, poor women and widowed women—
masterfully striking three birds with one stone of revelation. Jesus had been sitting in the area of the temple called the court of the 
women as women were not permitted to go any further into the temple. 
 

E. This teachable moment was also intended to help the disciples—His future leaders—to understand that the most vulnerable people in 
society can move the heart of God with their devotion—even if that devotion seems utterly insignificant compared to the cultural 
norms and social standards that contextualize their worship. 
 

F. After all, Jesus has an economic perspective that transcends our earthly financial institutions. He sees what we are really giving. He 
knows who is cheerfully lavishing all of their little while seeking to love God, and He knows who is begrudgingly withholding most of 
their much while seeking to impress people. 
 

G. All that to say, Jesus wants everyone to know that despite their financial or social circumstances, they can give their all to Him—and 
their all moves Him. Anyone can have the commendation of Christ as they give their all to Him in the grace of God. You may feel weak. 
You may be in a vulnerable place. Despite that, however, you can still give your all. You can love God with all your heart, mind, soul 
and strength even if that strength feels weak. 
 

III. Key insights for consideration and further prayer: 

1. Jesus sees. We can think that our little contribution to the kingdom goes unnoticed. What we give financially, our prayers, our ministry 
to others—it can all seem very insignificant. How marvelous that not only does Jesus see the poor woman, but that He goes on to use 
her as the eminent example of the one who gave their all. Likewise, remember that Jesus not only sees what you give, but that it 
moves Him and He is using it to inspire others to give their all. Just as this woman was likely surprised to receive this commendation, 
we too would probably be surprised by what Jesus would say of our wholehearted contribution. 
 

2. Jesus knows. Jesus knows your situation and what you have been through. Just as He was aware of the impoverished condition and 
widowed state of the woman, He knows us deeply. He wants us to give our all to Him because in that abandonment we experience the 
most meaningful, fruitful and rewarding life. He does not want us to see our lack in any area as an excuse not to give our all to Him. He 
also does not want us to see our much in any area as an excuse not to give our all to Him. Whether rich or poor, married or widowed, 
with much or little in any given area, may we give generously to the Lord. 
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3. Jesus calls. Knowing that we are seen and known motivates us to move beyond a going-through-the-motions kind of Christianity to 
want to give our all. The question I want to leave us with tonight is this: where could we be giving Him more of our all? He gave His all 
for us, and He calls to us to give our all to Him. 

 
Help me improve my notes! The first person to point out a legitimate mistake/typo on this document (during service) gets $1.  

Greater Peoria House of Prayer Announcements for November 5, 2021. 
 
1. Welcome to the Greater Peoria House of Prayer… we’re glad you’re here and blessed to be worshipping God with you! Be sure to pick 

up the free materials at the back table in the prayer room or the desk near the front of the downstairs fellowship area, which includes 
teaching notes, stickers, pens, prayer cards and more. Daily schedule: We have morning prayer right here in this room seven days a 
week from 7-8 a.m. Monday - Friday and 8-9 a.m. Saturday and Sunday. We have afternoon prayer four days a week: Monday, 
Wednesday, Friday and Saturday from 11:30 a.m. - noon. We have evening prayer with live worship from 6-8 p.m. Monday - Saturday. 
On Friday’s, we have an extra prayer gathering from 10 a.m. - noon. Our Friday Encounter Night is from 6-9 p.m. and is our main 
corporate gathering each Friday evening featuring live worship and a teaching to inspire love for Jesus and prayer. 

 
2. UPCOMING EVENTS: We’re open from 7-8 p.m. every night seven days a week. Hope to gather with you in prayer! 
 
3. Prayer room ministry opportunities: If you are interested in leading or ministering during a live worship set by singing, playing an 

instrument, prayer leading or behind the sound board, please contact us at info@gphop.org. We’d love to have you serve on one  of 
our teams! Team ministry opportunities: If you feel the Lord has gifted you in the prophetic (or would like to grow in this gifting) and 
would consider helping on a prophetic team, send an email to info@gphop.org. Contact Mandy Kistner at mandy@gphop.org if you 
would like to schedule a future healing ministry appointment or help out on the healing team. 

 
4. Missions: Please keep the following missionaries we support in prayer as well as be sensitive to their financial needs: Ashley Bucknam 

(YWAM, Hawaii); Alicia Wright (India); Tim and Blair Fraim (Florianopolis House of Prayer; Florianopolis, Brazil); Eric and Erin Simmons 
(Minnesota House of Prayer Network; Twin Cities, MN); Austin and Amy Zhu and Phil Kellenberger (International House of Prayer; 
Kansas City, MO); Babett Mueller (111 Global; Kansas City, MO). Also keep friends Tyler and Sarah Cook and family in prayer who lead 
the Illinois Valley House of Prayer in Ottawa, IL. 

 
5. Military: Please keep the following members of our military in prayer as they valiantly serve the United States of America: Jake Gerst, 

currently stationed in Grafenwoehr/Grafenwöhr, Germany. 
 
6. Social media: Follow us on Facebook (Greater Peoria House of Prayer - GPHOP), Twitter (@GPHOPrayer), Instagram (@GPHOPrayer), 

Vimeo and YouTube for regular updates and inspiration. Use these social media sites to get the word out, share pictures, quotes you 
heard, etc. Contact Derek at derek@gphop.org if you’re interested in helping with GPHOP’s social media. 

 
7. Haven ministries: Do you need space to pray just one-on-one. Maybe your Christian group needs a place to meet every once in awhile. 

We’re making available the upper Prayer Room and lower-level Gathering Grounds for rent by donation. Email info@gphop.org if 
interested. 

 
8. We provide free Wi-Fi to everyone here! The password for the GPHOP router is on the chalkboard in the downstairs fellowship area. 

You can also connect to either the CableWiFi or xfinitywifi routers if you have a personal Comcast account. 
 

9. Prayer requests: If you would like our community to pray for something specific, please submit it to info@gphop.org. 
 

10. Giving: If you have been blessed by the GPHOP and would like sow financially into the ministry, we would be more than blessed. You 
can give in cash, but if you would like to give to GPHOP with a check, please make it out to “Greater Peoria House of Prayer” or 
“GPHOP”—your gift is tax deductible. Thank you for your generosity! It’s helping make day and night prayer with worship possible in 
central Illinois. You can place your gift in the Saturday night offering during the 7 p.m. teaching or drop it in either of the two black 
donation boxes. Donations can also be mailed to our physical address at 117 East Washington Street, East Peoria, IL 61611. Donors can 
also use PayPal or our website (gphop.org/donate) to give electronically. 

 
Thank you for helping to keep this prayer room sacred by ensuring conversations with others are brief and kindly reminding others to do 

the same. Use the large Gathering Grounds fellowship area downstairs if you would like to chat at length. 


