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I. Introduction: 

A. We’re in the middle of a series focused on the subject of discipleship and what it means to be a Jesus follower. We are looking almost 
exclusively at what Jesus Himself said about being His disciple. Jesus Christ of Nazareth, the Son of God, is looking for life-long 
followers who will love and live for Him above all else. This is both the most challenging and the most rewarding life we can live as we 
will learn from His own mouth: 

 
Luke 9:23-26 | 23 Then He said to them all, “If anyone desires to come after Me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross daily, and follow 
Me. 24 For whoever desires to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for My sake will save it. 25 For what profit is it to a man if he 
gains the whole world, and is himself destroyed or lost? 26 For whoever is ashamed of Me and My words, of him the Son of Man will be 
ashamed when He comes in His own glory, and in His Father’s, and of the holy angels. 
 
II. Taking up our cross daily: 

A. Although we have three gospel accounts (Matthew, Mark, Luke) that record Jesus’ invitation to take up our cross, it’s Luke’s account 
that gives us one extra word of clarity—that word being “daily” (Luke 9:23). 
 

B. The idea of taking up our cross can seem somewhat ethereal or impractical, but knowing it’s something we do daily helps us bring it 
back to the less mystical and practical application in our lives. I believe Paul was touching on a synonymous concept when he 
remarked: “I affirm, by the boasting in you which I have in Christ Jesus our Lord, I die daily” (1 Corinthians 15:31). 

 
C. Personal application: Taking up our cross and dying daily—when you boil it down to its elements—involves making deliberate 

decisions day in and day out to follow Jesus through times of suffering all the way until death. Before we as Christians die in the final 
sense, we choose to embrace a “cross-bearing” or “dying daily” manner of life. This includes: 
 

1. We make decisions that will starve our flesh and sinful desires. We die to the things of this world while at the same time 
loving and serving those who live apart from Christ. We learn to feed and obey righteous desires. 
 

2. We make decisions to obey Jesus that are hard, unpopular and which involve consequences. Sometimes our obedience to 
Christ has financial, relational and opportunity-related hardships intertwined. In my experience, whoever and whatever we 
give up or lose because we choose to obey God as best as we know is worth it despite the heartache it can bring. 
 

3. Thinking we can follow Jesus without our cross—free from suffering, hardship, persecution, etc.—is to set ourselves up for 
great disappointment. Those seasons will come. Biblically, suffering is the means to glory. (See 1 Peter 4:13.) 

 
III. Being unashamed of Jesus and His words: 

A. As disciples, we are to be unashamed of our relationship with Jesus and all of the things He said and did. We are not to hide our faith 
or back away from what we believe so that we can have more opportunities, temporal reward, favor with people, etc. The truth is that 
Jesus and His words are what this lost generation—including wayward believers and churches—need the most. 
 

B. Personal application: 
 

1. Be unashamed of your relationship with Jesus. This doesn’t mean you are zany or fanatical about your faith in a way that is 
insensitive, but that following Him is your true highest priority in life. When people ask you about your faith, then be sure to 
hold nothing back about what Jesus means to you personally. Remember, having a relationship with Jesus doesn’t mean we 
know everything about Him, fully understand the Bible or can answer all the tough questions people have. It simply means we 
are saved by grace, walking with God and getting to know more about Him each and every day. 
  

2. Be a faithful communicator of God’s Word. Prayerfully study the Bible as a regular part of your devotional life so you know 
what it says, and so you have a feel for the heart of God behind the truths of God. Jesus spoke many truths that offend the 
unrenewed and carnal mind. We must learn to accept and eventually learn to love His position on matters. 

 
3. Be willing to follow Jesus. There are many on the fence about giving their life to Christ. I would urge anyone considering it to 

understand that eternity hangs in the balance. The reward for the risk cannot be overstated. Just for surrendering this short 
life to Him, we are forgiven of our sins and granted eternity with Him in a perfect world. Don’t miss your chance to follow 
Him! 
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IV. More discipleship-related Scripture passages and verses for further study: 

Matthew 16:24-28 | 24 Then Jesus said to His disciples, “If anyone desires to come after Me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, 
and follow Me. 25 For whoever desires to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for My sake will find it. 26 For what profit is it to a 
man if he gains the whole world, and loses his own soul? Or what will a man give in exchange for his soul? 27 For the Son of Man will come 
in the glory of His Father with His angels, and then He will reward each according to his works. 28 Assuredly, I say to you, there are some 
standing here who shall not taste death till they see the Son of Man coming in His kingdom.” 

Mark 8:34-38 | 34 When He had called the people to Himself, with His disciples also, He said to them, “Whoever desires to come after Me, 
let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow Me. 35 For whoever desires to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for 
My sake and the gospel’s will save it. 36 For what will it profit a man if he gains the whole world, and loses his own soul? 37 Or what will a 
man give in exchange for his soul? 38 For whoever is ashamed of Me and My words in this adulterous and sinful generation, of him the Son 
of Man also will be ashamed when He comes in the glory of His Father with the holy angels.” 

John 8:31 | Then Jesus said to those Jews who believed Him, “If you abide in My word, you are My disciples indeed. 

Matthew 28:18-20 | 18 And Jesus came and spoke to them, saying, “All authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth. 19 Go 
therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching 
them to observe all things that I have commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age.” Amen. 

Mark 16:15-20 | 15 And He said to them, “Go into all the world and preach the gospel to every creature. 16 He who believes and is baptized 
will be saved; but he who does not believe will be condemned. 17 And these signs will follow those who [d]believe: In My name they will 
cast out demons; they will speak with new tongues; 18 they[e] will take up serpents; and if they drink anything deadly, it will by no means 
hurt them; they will lay hands on the sick, and they will recover.” 19 So then, after the Lord had spoken to them, He was received up into 
heaven, and sat down at the right hand of God. 20 And they went out and preached everywhere, the Lord working with them and 
confirming the word through the accompanying signs. Amen. 

Luke 14:25-33 | 25 Now great multitudes went with Him. And He turned and said to them, 26 “If anyone comes to Me and does not hate his 
father and mother, wife and children, brothers and sisters, yes, and his own life also, he cannot be My disciple. 27 And whoever does not 
bear his cross and come after Me cannot be My disciple. 28 For which of you, intending to build a tower, does not sit down first and count 
the cost, whether he has enough to finish it— 29 lest, after he has laid the foundation, and is not able to finish, all who see it begin to mock 
him, 30 saying, ‘This man began to build and was not able to finish’? 31 Or what king, going to make war against another king, does not sit 
down first and consider whether he is able with ten thousand to meet him who comes against him with twenty thousand? 32 Or else, while 
the other is still a great way off, he sends a delegation and asks conditions of peace. 33 So likewise, whoever of you does not forsake all that 
he has cannot be My disciple. 
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Help me improve my notes! The first person to point out a legitimate mistake/typo on this document (during service) gets $1. 
 
Greater Peoria House of Prayer Announcements for September 10, 2021. 
 
1. Welcome to the Greater Peoria House of Prayer… we’re glad you’re here and blessed to be worshipping God with you! Be sure to pick 

up the free materials at the back table in the prayer room or the desk near the front of the downstairs fellowship area, which includes 
teaching notes, stickers, pens, prayer cards and more. Daily schedule: We have morning prayer right here in this room seven days a 
week from 7-8 a.m. Monday - Friday and 8-9 a.m. Saturday and Sunday. We have afternoon prayer four days a week: Monday, 
Wednesday, Friday and Saturday from 11:30 a.m. - noon. We have evening prayer with live worship from 6-8 p.m. Monday - Saturday. 
On Friday’s, we have an extra prayer gathering from 10 a.m. - noon. Our Friday Encounter Night is from 6-9 p.m. and is our main 
corporate gathering each Friday evening featuring live worship and a teaching to inspire love for Jesus and prayer. 

 
2. UPCOMING EVENTS: We’re open from 7-8 p.m. every night seven days a week. Hope to gather with you in prayer! 
 
3. Prayer room ministry opportunities: If you are interested in leading or ministering during a live worship set by singing, playing an 

instrument, prayer leading or behind the sound board, please contact us at info@gphop.org. We’d love to have you serve on one  of 
our teams! Team ministry opportunities: If you feel the Lord has gifted you in the prophetic (or would like to grow in this gifting) and 
would consider helping on a prophetic team, send an email to info@gphop.org. Contact Mandy Kistner at mandy@gphop.org if you 
would like to schedule a future healing ministry appointment or help out on the healing team. 

 
4. Missions: Please keep the following missionaries we support in prayer as well as be sensitive to their financial needs: Ashley Bucknam 

(YWAM, Hawaii); Alicia Wright (India); Tim and Blair Fraim (Florianopolis House of Prayer; Florianopolis, Brazil); Eric and Erin Simmons 
(Minnesota House of Prayer Network; Twin Cities, MN); Austin and Amy Zhu and Phil Kellenberger (International House of Prayer; 
Kansas City, MO); Babett Mueller (111 Global; Kansas City, MO). Also keep friends Tyler and Sarah Cook and family in prayer who lead 
the Illinois Valley House of Prayer in Ottawa, IL. 

 
5. Military: Please keep the following members of our military in prayer as they valiantly serve the United States of America: Jake Gerst, 

currently stationed in Grafenwoehr/Grafenwöhr, Germany. 
 
6. Social media: Follow us on Facebook (Greater Peoria House of Prayer - GPHOP), Twitter (@GPHOPrayer), Instagram (@GPHOPrayer), 

Vimeo and YouTube for regular updates and inspiration. Use these social media sites to get the word out, share pictures, quotes you 
heard, etc. Contact Derek at derek@gphop.org if you’re interested in helping with GPHOP’s social media. 

 
7. Haven ministries: Do you need space to pray just one-on-one. Maybe your Christian group needs a place to meet every once in awhile. 

We’re making available the upper Prayer Room and lower-level Gathering Grounds for rent by donation. Email info@gphop.org if 
interested. 

 
8. We provide free Wi-Fi to everyone here! The password for the GPHOP router is on the chalkboard in the downstairs fellowship area. 

You can also connect to either the CableWiFi or xfinitywifi routers if you have a personal Comcast account. 
 

9. Prayer requests: If you would like our community to pray for something specific, please submit it to info@gphop.org. 
 

10. Giving: If you have been blessed by the GPHOP and would like sow financially into the ministry, we would be more than blessed. You 
can give in cash, but if you would like to give to GPHOP with a check, please make it out to “Greater Peoria House of Prayer” or 
“GPHOP”—your gift is tax deductible. Thank you for your generosity! It’s helping make day and night prayer with worship possible in 
central Illinois. You can place your gift in the Saturday night offering during the 7 p.m. teaching or drop it in either of the two black 
donation boxes. Donations can also be mailed to our physical address at 117 East Washington Street, East Peoria, IL 61611. Donors can 
also use PayPal or our website (gphop.org/donate) to give electronically. 

 
Thank you for helping to keep this prayer room sacred by ensuring conversations with others are brief and kindly reminding others to do 

the same. Use the large Gathering Grounds fellowship area downstairs if you would like to chat at length. 
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Current prayer requests (as of date) and any pertinent specific information and updates: 

• August 25: Marcia Spear, hospitalized with COVID-19 


