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I. Introduction: 

A. C. S. Lewis wrote, “We are not necessarily doubting that God will do the best for us; we are wondering how painful the best will turn 
out to be.” I like to think of a similar idea in terms of prayer. As Christians, we are not necessarily doubting that God will answer our 
prayers; we are wondering how much rigor we have to go through to get them answered. In other words, we are wondering if leaving 
work in a hurry, rushing through dinner, getting in an argument with our spouse, missing our child’s soccer practice (again), coming 
home exhausted, even more worried about a looming deadline—all to sit in a chair absolutely overwhelmed for the entirety of the 
evening prayer meeting—is actually worth doing over and over again (for years and years and decades and decades). 
 

B. Who or what is an intercessor? Although all Christ followers are called to pray (Matthew 6:5), many do not. Those that make life 
choices to ensure they pray privately and corporately very regularly are intercessors. They have a heighted motivation to pray 
regularly—again, privately, corporately, while traveling, while reading, etc. They view nearly all circumstances as an opportunity to 
pray whether prompted to or not. They are reminded to pray often through various means. They think to pray for others often. This is 
an intercessor. It’s not a special gifting or calling. It’s something that we develop like we would our muscles—through usage. The more 
we pray, the more we feel inclined to pray, and we come to enjoy it despite the inherent difficulties that I’m talking about here. I 
believe God is restoring an intercessory grace to His church worldwide, and that it will be more and more natural for believes of all 
vocations to see prayer as an especially important aspect of their private and work life. People of all vocations are called to 
intercession, not just people in full-time ministry or those who work in prayer ministries like the GPHOP. 

 
II. The rigor of the intercessor: 

A. To pick up where I left off in the introduction, we are also wondering if it’s really worth all of that to sit in a chair, be a bit agitated by 
the person groaning behind me and try to say a prayer out loud but then get interrupted by the person who prays too loud and too 
much. Then, since it’s the first time in the day you actually had time to think, you remember your mortgage payment is past due, and 
it’s your best friend’s birthday. You’re trying to be devoted to the Lord, but feeling bad and overwhelmed even more because now you 
need to get a card on your way home from the prayer meeting—that went longer than usual. So you slip out while the pastor is talking, 
risking the judgmentalism that fellow intercessors are so good at—so you can slip into Walgreens to get that card within the 10 minute 
window you have before they close. Does that sound familiar? Friends, this is really how it is. There is a very real rigor—a deep-down 
taxing of the soul that takes place—when you really do pray regularly. This is why many just give up on it altogether. It’s just so hard to 
keep doing that every night, week, month, year, etc.  
 

B. Bonus: Something unexpected almost always comes up when a prayer meeting is on the schedule that day. It always seems so natural 
and coincidental, but it’s nearly every time. Besides, the tangible results don’t manifest very often and so we get discouraged. We 
wonder if we should pray weekly instead of daily, or monthly instead of weekly, or at all.  
 

C. The fiery presence of God: In my experience after many years of prayer meetings, prayer exposes us deeply. The more we come into 
contact with God through prayer by faith, the more that areas of our heart that are not right with Him come to the surface. Like slag 
comes to the surface when steel is melted, the impurities within come to the surface over time as we pursue God. Drawing near to 
God gets more and more difficult if we are not willing to change more. Many times believers will conclude wrongly that there must be 
something wrong with the prayer meeting or the church/ministry/house of prayer because they feel negative feelings when they pray. 
The reality is that God is surfacing things. God is a consuming fire (Hebrews 12:29) and being near Him burns away the impurities of 
our life. 

 
III. The reward of the intercessor. 

James 5:16 | …The prayer of a righteous person is powerful and effective. 

A. Prayer is a faith ministry. Much of the time when we pray for situations like a specific person to get saved, or a city to experience 
revival or the church to grow in love, etc. we do not see tangible or measurable results. We don’t get a report once a month from God 
detailing how He is answering our private prayers. We have to believe Scripture when it tells us—like in James 5—that our prayers are 
powerful and effective. We choose to believe that all those prayer meetings matter. We choose to believe that even short prayers 
make a difference. As Christians, we follow Jesus by faith and we pray by faith. We trust that He is using our intercession far beyond 
what we are imagining. As we believe, we get to see God use us to change situations by praying and Him answering. The reward is 
great, but the rigor is real. 
 

B. To conclude tonight, I’d like to share a quick story about how God spoke to me a few years ago when I asked Him to show me the 
power of short prayers. He honors even the briefest times of prayer. Let’s also close by praying for intercessors to be encouraged! 
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Help me improve my notes! The first person to point out a legitimate mistake/typo on this document (during service) gets $1.  
 
Greater Peoria House of Prayer Announcements for February 26, 2021. 
 
1. Welcome to the Greater Peoria House of Prayer… we’re glad you’re here and blessed to be worshipping God with you! Be sure to pick 

up the free materials at the back table in the prayer room or the desk near the front of the downstairs fellowship area, which includes 
teaching notes, stickers, pens, prayer cards and more. Daily schedule: We have morning prayer right here in this room seven days a 
week from 7-8 a.m. Monday - Friday and 8-9 a.m. Saturday and Sunday. We have afternoon prayer four days a week: Monday, 
Wednesday, Friday and Saturday from 11:30 a.m. - noon. We have evening prayer with live worship from 6-8 p.m. Monday - Saturday. 
On Friday’s, we have an extra prayer gathering from 10 a.m. - noon. Our Friday Encounter Night is from 6-9 p.m. and is our main 
corporate gathering each Friday evening featuring live worship and a teaching to inspire love for Jesus and prayer. 

 
2. UPCOMING EVENTS:  

 

 We’re open from 7-8 p.m. every night seven days a week. Hope to gather with you in prayer! 

 I am starting the planning for our 2021 family leadership gathering in March. More to come on this! 
 
3. Prayer room ministry opportunities: If you are interested in leading or ministering during a live worship set by singing, playing an 

instrument, prayer leading or behind the sound board, please contact us at info@gphop.org. We’d love to have you serve on one of 
our teams! Team ministry opportunities: If you feel the Lord has gifted you in the prophetic (or would like to grow in this gifting) and 
would consider helping on a prophetic team, send an email to info@gphop.org. Contact Mandy Kistner at mandy@gphop.org if you 
would like to schedule a future healing ministry appointment or help out on the healing team. 

 
4. Missions: Please keep the following missionaries we support in prayer as well as be sensitive to their financial needs: Ashley Bucknam 

(YWAM, Hawaii); Alicia Wright (India); Tim and Blair Fraim (Florianopolis House of Prayer; Florianopolis, Brazil); Eric and Erin Simmons 
(Minnesota House of Prayer Network; Twin Cities, MN); Austin and Amy Zhu and Phil Kellenberger (International House of Prayer; 
Kansas City, MO); Babett Mueller (111 Global; Kansas City, MO). Also keep friends Tyler and Sarah Cook and family in prayer who lead 
the Illinois Valley House of Prayer in Ottawa, IL. 

 
5. Military: Please keep the following members of our military in prayer as they valiantly serve the United States of America: Jake Gerst, 

currently stationed in Grafenwoehr/Grafenwöhr, Germany. 
 
6. Social media: Follow us on Facebook (Greater Peoria House of Prayer - GPHOP), Twitter (@GPHOPrayer), Instagram (@GPHOPrayer), 

Vimeo and YouTube for regular updates and inspiration. Use these social media sites to get the word out, share pictures, quotes you 
heard, etc. Contact Derek at derek@gphop.org if you’re interested in helping with GPHOP’s social media. 

 
7. Haven ministries: Do you need space to pray just one-on-one. Maybe your Christian group needs a place to meet every once in awhile. 

We’re making available the upper Prayer Room and lower-level Gathering Grounds for rent by donation. Email info@gphop.org if 
interested. 

 
8. We provide free Wi-Fi to everyone here! The password for the GPHOP router is on the chalkboard in the downstairs fellowship area. 

You can also connect to either the CableWiFi or xfinitywifi routers if you have a personal Comcast account. 
 

9. Prayer requests: If you would like our community to pray for something specific, please submit it to info@gphop.org. 
 

10. Giving: If you have been blessed by the GPHOP and would like sow financially into the ministry, we would be more than blessed. You 
can give in cash, but if you would like to give to GPHOP with a check, please make it out to “Greater Peoria House of Prayer” or 
“GPHOP”—your gift is tax deductible. Thank you for your generosity! It’s helping make day and night prayer with worship possible in 
central Illinois. You can place your gift in the Saturday night offering during the 7 p.m. teaching or drop it in either of the two black 
donation boxes. Donations can also be mailed to our physical address at 117 East Washington Street, East Peoria, IL 61611. Donors can 
also use PayPal or our website (gphop.org/donate) to give electronically. 

 
Thank you for helping to keep this prayer room sacred by ensuring conversations with others are brief and kindly reminding others to do 

the same. Use the large Gathering Grounds fellowship area downstairs if you would like to chat at length. 

 


