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I. Introduction. 

A. Let’s go ahead and read tonight’s Bible passage together: 
 
Luke 5:17-26 (ESV) |17 On one of those days, as he was teaching, Pharisees and teachers of the law were sitting there, who had come from 
every village of Galilee and Judea and from Jerusalem. And the power of the Lord was with him (present) to heal. 18 And behold, some men 
were bringing on a bed a man who was paralyzed, and they were seeking to bring him in and lay him before Jesus, 19 but finding no way to 
bring him in, because of the crowd, they went up on the roof and let him down with his bed through the tiles into the midst before Jesus. 
20 And when he saw their faith, he said, “Man, your sins are forgiven you.” 21 And the scribes and the Pharisees began to question, saying, 
“Who is this who speaks blasphemies? Who can forgive sins but God alone?” 22 When Jesus perceived their thoughts, he answered them, 
“Why do you question in your hearts? 23 Which is easier, to say, ‘Your sins are forgiven you,’ or to say, ‘Rise and walk’? 24 But that you may 
know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins”—he said to the man who was paralyzed—“I say to you, rise, pick up your 
bed and go home.” 25 And immediately he rose up before them and picked up what he had been lying on and went home, glorifying God. 
26 And amazement seized them all, and they glorified God and were filled with awe, saying, “We have seen extraordinary things today.” 
 
A. The beautiful thing about this incredible story is that it gives us one of the clearest pictures of intercessory prayer. Intercessory prayer 

is using our voices to literally “carry” or “lift up” into God’s powerful presence those who otherwise could not or would not  go there. 
This could be someone dealing with illness, a lost person, a weary Christian, etc. To intercede (in the prayer sense) is to intervene 
prayerfully on behalf of others. We never know what might happen if we just take a moment to pray, but what we do know is that it is 
the link between human need and God’s supernatural ability. It brings people into an encounter with God. 
 

B. STORY: I’ll never forget the one night we prayed for a woman named Marcia. I had put a message on Facebook… 
  

II. A few lessons on intercessory prayer from this wonderful story. 

1. First of all, it’s helpful to understand that intercessory prayer is a unique faith ministry. It’s talking to an invisible Person on behalf of 
people usually not even in the room (and frequently who we don’t even know personally). It’s honesty really weird, but that’s the way 
it is. Often times were not sure what’s going to happen. Sometimes something happens that’s immediately visible. Most times 
something happens that we’re not aware of. Yet, God always hears and answers in some way. 
 
STORY: Maddie, who often comes to morning prayer, saw an immediate answer to prayer last week at her workplace… 
 
SIDE NOTE: As an aside, it’s important to note that all prayer is deeply precious to God. We’re shown in the book of Revelation that the 
prayers of Christians are so precious to Him that He collects them in golden bowls (Revelation 5:8). All of our prayers move God no 
matter if we see the answer we’re believing for or not. 
 

2. Notice that when the men couldn’t get in the front door, they went to the roof instead of concluding that it wasn’t God will to heal 
or something (Luke 5:19). Part of the faith involved in intercessory prayer is a dogged persistence. Circumstances often give the 
impression that the answer to our prayer is “No.” when the true biblical answer from God is actually “Keep praying.” 

 
3. Notice that Jesus affirmed “their faith” (the men carrying the man’s mat/bed) as to the reason why healing power touched the 

paralytic (Luke 5:20). As intercessors (Christians who pray), we’ve been blessed with a measure of faith (Romans 12:3) as evidenced by 
the fact that we’re praying. This faith can literally release healing or some other means of God’s grace/power that the person in need 
may not be thinking of, believing for or even believe is possible in the first place. Maybe the guy on the mat had faith too, but still 
someone had to carry him. They really thought Jesus would do something and that’s the same position of faith we must occupy as we 
pray for others. “…just believe, and she will be healed” (Luke 8:50). 
 

4. Notice that because the men decided to take this paralytic to Jesus, it ended up causing many people to believe and worship God 
with utter amazement (Luke 5:25-26). We never know what one seemingly insignificant faith decision can lead to—such as a prayer. 
 

• So often, like in this story, God’s power is looming in the atmosphere (so to speak). What’s required is simply a few intercessors 
praying in faith to make the connection between our glorious God and the human need. 
 

• Q&A time. 
 

• I’d like to close this evening in prayer and intercede for any miracles you’re believing for. 
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Help me improve my notes! The first person to point out a legitimate mistake/typo on this document (during service) gets $1.  

Greater Peoria House of Prayer Announcements for June 28, 2019. 
 
1. Welcome to the Greater Peoria House of Prayer… we’re glad you’re here and blessed to be worshipping God with you! Be sure to pick 

up the free materials at the back table in the prayer room or the desk near the front of the downstairs fellowship area, which includes 
teaching notes, stickers, pens, prayer cards and more. Daily schedule: We have morning prayer right here in this room seven days a 
week from 7-8 a.m. Monday - Friday and 8-9 a.m. Saturday and Sunday. We have afternoon prayer four days a week: Monday, 
Wednesday, Friday and Saturday from 11:30 a.m. - noon. We have evening prayer with live worship from 6-8 p.m. Monday - Saturday. 
On Friday’s, we have an extra prayer gathering from 10-11:30 a.m. Our Friday Encounter Night is from 6-9 p.m. and is our main 
corporate gathering each Friday evening featuring live worship and a teaching to inspire love for Jesus and prayer. 

 
2. UPCOMING EVENTS: Stay tuned! 
 
3. Prayer room ministry opportunities: If you are interested in leading or ministering during a live worship set by singing, playing an 

instrument, prayer leading or behind the sound board, please contact us at info@gphop.org. We’d love to have you serve on one of 
our teams! Team ministry opportunities: If you feel the Lord has gifted you in the prophetic (or would like to grow in this gifting) and 
would consider helping on a prophetic team, send an email to info@gphop.org. Contact Mandy Kistner at mandy@gphop.org if you 
would like to schedule a future healing ministry appointment or help out on the healing team. 

 
4. Missions: Please keep the following missionaries we support in prayer as well as be sensitive to their financial needs: Ashley Bucknam 

and Alicia Wright (ACTS School, Colorado Springs, CO); Tim and Blair Fraim (Florianopolis House of Prayer; Florianopolis, Brazil); Eric 
and Erin Simmons (Minnesota House of Prayer Network; Twin Cities, MN); Amy Dirks and Phil Kellenberger (International House of 
Prayer, Kansas City, MO); Babett Mueller (111 Global, Kansas City, MO). Also keep friends Tyler and Sarah Cook and family in prayer 
who lead a HOP in Ottawa, IL. 

 
5. Social media: Follow us on Facebook (Greater Peoria House of Prayer - GPHOP), Twitter (@GPHOPrayer), Instagram (@GPHOPrayer), 

Vimeo and YouTube for regular updates and inspiration. Use these social media sites to get the word out, share pictures, quotes you 
heard, etc. Contact Derek at derek@gphop.org if you’re interested in helping with GPHOP’s social media. 

 
6. Refuge ministry: There are several groups who use our facility for their ministry purposes. Please keep the following in prayer: 

Christian Business Men’s Connection Bible studies (Thursday mornings), Kinisi 424 senior worship leader meetings (monthly/as 
needed), kingdom business prayer groups (as needed), prophetic dance classes (as needed) and Sunday church gatherings (as needed). 

 
7. We provide free wifi to everyone here! The password for the GPHOP router is on the chalkboard in the downstairs fellowship area. 

You can also connect to either the CableWiFi or xfinitywifi routers if you have a personal Comcast account. 
 

8. Prayer requests: If you would like our community to pray for something specific, please submit it to info@gphop.org. 
 

9. Giving: If you have been blessed by the GPHOP and would like sow financially into the ministry, we would be more than blessed. You 
can give in cash, but if you would like to give to GPHOP with a check, please make it out to “Greater Peoria House of Prayer” or 
“GPHOP”—your gift is tax deductible. Thank you for your generosity! It’s helping make day and night prayer with worship possible in 
central Illinois. You can place your gift in the Saturday night offering during the 7 p.m. teaching or drop it in either of the two black 
donation boxes. Donations can also be mailed to our physical address at 117 East Washington Street, East Peoria, IL 61611. Donors can 
also use PayPal or our website (gphop.org/donate) to give electronically. 

 
Thank you for helping to keep this prayer room sacred by ensuring conversations with others are brief and kindly reminding others to do 

the same. There is a large fellowship area downstairs if you would like to talk at length. 


