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I. Introduction. 

A. Last week, I shared on the story of the paralytic and the four friends who carried him to Jesus. I shared how it’s a picture of 
intercession and how prayer is a unique faith ministry which requires a dogged persistence as evidenced by them breaking through the 
roof when the normal way was blocked. Tonight, I’d like to dig further into this idea of persistence as it’s an absolutely critical truth to 
grasp in order to have an effectual prayer life throughout the course of our life. 
 

B. Let’s go ahead and read tonight’s Bible passage together: 
 
Luke 18:1-8 (NKJV) |Then He spoke a parable to them, that men always ought to pray and not lose heart (not quit), 2 saying: “There was in 
a certain city a judge who did not fear God nor regard man. 3 Now there was a widow in that city; and she came to him, saying, ‘Get justice 
for me from my adversary.’ 4 And he would not for a while; but afterward he said within himself, ‘Though I do not fear God nor regard man, 
5 yet because this widow troubles me I will avenge her, lest by her continual coming she weary me.’ ” 6 Then the Lord said, “Hear what the 
unjust judge said. 7 And shall God not avenge His own elect who cry out day and night to Him, though He bears long with them? 8 I tell you 
that He will avenge them speedily. Nevertheless, when the Son of Man comes, will He really find (this kind of) faith on the earth?” 

II. Three key takeaways from this parable. 

1. Jesus taught us to be persistent in prayer. Why? Because there’s nothing easier to do than to quit praying… 
 

• I find this important to note first of all because Jesus taught it. But I also find it important to note because of the many misguided 
notions of prayer that I encounter. A very common notion (often spirited) is that you only pray once and that after that it’s 
unbelief. The problem with this common idea is that it directly contradicts Scripture and the teaching of Jesus. 

 

• As I shared last week, the reason Jesus wants us to be persistent isn’t to change God’s mind, but to change us. It’s not to twist 
God’s arm with spiritual coercion, but to fill our own heart with His love. The more we present ourselves before God’s throne by 
faith, the more we change. His charge to never quit praying is really an invitation to a relational sanctification. 
 

• Persistent prayer also produces an emotional investment that’s unlike anything else in the universe. When you really pray for 
years/decades for someone/something—and it finally happens in God’s will and timing—there’s an otherworldly joy and 
transcendent sense of partnership with God that’s just simply indescribable. 

 
STORY: Let me share a story exemplifying the wisdom of being persistent in prayer. You just never know what will happen when you 
continue to pray. And the answer is often better than what we’re praying for! 
 

2. Jesus further described persistent prayer as crying out “day and night” to Him.  
 

• Through this brief parable, we receive an important insight from the Lord. That He defines always praying and not losing heart as 
praying day and night. In other words, it’s measurable. We can know if we’re honestly doing it or not—it’s not theologically 
nebulous. We can make an honest effort each morning and evening to pray after we wake and before bed and have the assurance 
that’s we’re engaging at a level of prayer that He takes seriously and answers eventually (quickly). 
 

• I believe what Jesus describes here is what Paul spoke of in 1 Thessalonians 5:17 when he said to pray without ceasing. We’re to 
have an attitude of prayer throughout the day, but also have actual dedicated prayer times as a regular part of our daily life. 

 
3. Jesus taught that He’s looking for the kind of faith that manifests as day and night prayer when He comes back.  
 

• At the end of this mini teaching, Jesus tacks on a really intriguing piece of information. That He wants this type of faith—faith that 
prays always (day and night)—to be the type of faith His chosen people have in the end times. This doesn’t mean that we only 
pray, but that it’s important enough that He would mention it specifically. Imagine the things He could have said here but didn’t. 
 

• It’s important to understand that issues of justice/injustice are only going to escalate dramatically. It’s going to become normative 
for Christians facing persecution and injustice to only have one option—God’s justice. Prayer is the means of God’s justice. 
 

• Q&A. Let’s conclude tonight asking for the grace to be persistent in prayer and have the faith Jesus is looking for when He returns. 
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Help me improve my notes! The first person to point out a legitimate mistake/typo on this document (during service) gets $1. 

Greater Peoria House of Prayer Announcements for July 5, 2019. 
 
1. Welcome to the Greater Peoria House of Prayer… we’re glad you’re here and blessed to be worshipping God with you! Be sure to pick 

up the free materials at the back table in the prayer room or the desk near the front of the downstairs fellowship area, which includes 
teaching notes, stickers, pens, prayer cards and more. Daily schedule: We have morning prayer right here in this room seven days a 
week from 7-8 a.m. Monday - Friday and 8-9 a.m. Saturday and Sunday. We have afternoon prayer four days a week: Monday, 
Wednesday, Friday and Saturday from 11:30 a.m. - noon. We have evening prayer with live worship from 6-8 p.m. Monday - Saturday. 
On Friday’s, we have an extra prayer gathering from 10-11:30 a.m. Our Friday Encounter Night is from 6-9 p.m. and is our main 
corporate gathering each Friday evening featuring live worship and a teaching to inspire love for Jesus and prayer. 

 
2. UPCOMING EVENTS: Stay tuned! 
 
3. Prayer room ministry opportunities: If you are interested in leading or ministering during a live worship set by singing, playing an 

instrument, prayer leading or behind the sound board, please contact us at info@gphop.org. We’d love to have you serve on one of 
our teams! Team ministry opportunities: If you feel the Lord has gifted you in the prophetic (or would like to grow in this gifting) and 
would consider helping on a prophetic team, send an email to info@gphop.org. Contact Mandy Kistner at mandy@gphop.org if you 
would like to schedule a future healing ministry appointment or help out on the healing team. 

 
4. Missions: Please keep the following missionaries we support in prayer as well as be sensitive to their financial needs: Ashley Bucknam 

and Alicia Wright (ACTS School, Colorado Springs, CO); Tim and Blair Fraim (Florianopolis House of Prayer; Florianopolis, Brazil); Eric 
and Erin Simmons (Minnesota House of Prayer Network; Twin Cities, MN); Amy Dirks and Phil Kellenberger (International House of 
Prayer, Kansas City, MO); Babett Mueller (111 Global, Kansas City, MO). Also keep friends Tyler and Sarah Cook and family in prayer 
who lead a HOP in Ottawa, IL. 

 
5. Social media: Follow us on Facebook (Greater Peoria House of Prayer - GPHOP), Twitter (@GPHOPrayer), Instagram (@GPHOPrayer), 

Vimeo and YouTube for regular updates and inspiration. Use these social media sites to get the word out, share pictures, quotes you 
heard, etc. Contact Derek at derek@gphop.org if you’re interested in helping with GPHOP’s social media. 

 
6. Refuge ministry: There are several groups who use our facility for their ministry purposes. Please keep the following in prayer: 

Christian Business Men’s Connection Bible studies (Thursday mornings), Kinisi 424 senior worship leader meetings (monthly/as 
needed), kingdom business prayer groups (as needed), prophetic dance classes (as needed) and Sunday church gatherings (as needed). 

 
7. We provide free wifi to everyone here! The password for the GPHOP router is on the chalkboard in the downstairs fellowship area. 

You can also connect to either the CableWiFi or xfinitywifi routers if you have a personal Comcast account. 
 

8. Prayer requests: If you would like our community to pray for something specific, please submit it to info@gphop.org. 
 

9. Giving: If you have been blessed by the GPHOP and would like sow financially into the ministry, we would be more than blessed. You 
can give in cash, but if you would like to give to GPHOP with a check, please make it out to “Greater Peoria House of Prayer” or 
“GPHOP”—your gift is tax deductible. Thank you for your generosity! It’s helping make day and night prayer with worship possible in 
central Illinois. You can place your gift in the Saturday night offering during the 7 p.m. teaching or drop it in either of the two black 
donation boxes. Donations can also be mailed to our physical address at 117 East Washington Street, East Peoria, IL 61611. Donors can 
also use PayPal or our website (gphop.org/donate) to give electronically. 

 
Thank you for helping to keep this prayer room sacred by ensuring conversations with others are brief and kindly reminding others to do 

the same. There is a large fellowship area downstairs if you would like to talk at length. 


