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I. Introduction. 

A. The Greater Peoria House of Prayer exists first and foremost to pray. We’re a citywide prayer sanctuary serving the churches, 
communities and peoples throughout central Illinois and beyond. We’re called as a ministry to honor God by keeping a prayer watch 
morning and evening. Although the expression of our prayer meetings may differ a bit from day to day (some with worship music and 
some without; so more devotional and some more intercessory), the bottom line is to pray consistently. The goal tonight is to share 
some of the chief reasoning and motivation behind this somewhat unique focus on prayer. 
  

II. 8 Reasons We Do Day And Night Prayer. 

1. It’s biblical. Any Christian church or ministry must have it’s values/focuses/beliefs substantiated by the full revelation of Scripture. The 
theme of prayer is certainly one of the most pervasive in the Bible. Jesus called His house a “house of prayer” (Matthew 21:13, Mark 
11:17, Luke 19:46) and taught on the effectiveness of “day and night” (Luke 18:7) prayer. Exhortation: Come out and pray with us! 
 

2. It’s foundational to healthy and sustainable Christian community. I think of “house of prayer” as “family of prayer.” Prayer is the 
centerpiece of healthy community (Acts 1-2). Although I’m into food and fellowship, we must keep prayer as primary (Acts 2:42). 
There’s just something about prayer that binds us together in love. Exhortation: purpose to be a regular part of the praying family! 

 
3. It promotes unity. Jesus prayed that we would be one (John 17:20-23) and we want to be an answer to that prayer. In our first six 

years here, we’ve seen folks from many different churches and traditions pray with us. We currently have involvement from many 
different churches and we want that to continue. Prayer, done correctly, is a powerfully unifying element. Exhortation: ask for God’s 
heart for the unity of the body of Christ. Let’s pray for the Christlike attitude of humility that views other member of the universal 
church better than ourselves (Philippians 2:3). It’s so good and pleasant when there’s unity (Psalm 133:1). 
 

4. It provides an atmosphere for Bible study. The Bible speaks of those prospering who meditate on Scripture day and night (Joshua 1:8). 
There’s something about having your Bible open in the morning and the evening that keeps us more connected to Him and therefore 
leads to a greater likelihood of a successful spiritual life. In fact, one of the ways we learn to love God is to learn His words, pray about 
them and put them into practice. Biblical illiteracy is perhaps the most tragic reality among Christians today. There’s never been a time 
in history in which people have had more access to technology and Bible-based tools in order to know God better. Exhortation: Bring 
your Bible to prayer and read it (especially during our two-hour night sets). Be a man or woman of the Word (consistent)! 

 
5. It’s a supplement to local church activity. I do not view the GPHOP as a local church and we do not offer a Sunday worship service 

(even though the local church I attend meets here temporarily). I view our ministry as fulfilling a role that’s supplemental to local 
church life. We’re laser focused on prayer so that Christians from all denominations in the area can come out and just pray with other 
Christians while still an active member of their church. Many churches do not have prayer gatherings and so their folks come here to 
pray. Exhortation: be faithful to your local church commitments with excellence and come to pray in your free time as needed. 

 
6. It’s a discipleship (sanctification) mechanism. Jesus exhorted His disciples to be men of prayer. There’s no true discipleship without 

prayer. Although there are many ways to train disciples, a place where prayer is almost the only thing on the schedule is certainly 
conducive to helping men, women and children develop in prayer. Exhortation: consider a “prayerternship” (GPHOP’s internship) in 
order to get firmly rooted in a life of prayer and Bible study as well as more accountable for personal growth. 

 
7. It’s paving a way for a 24/7 expression of church life. The world is rapidly changing around us. It’s my personal conviction that the 

concept of a 24/7 Christian prayer community will be completely normal sooner than we think. It’s normal for a McDonald’s drive-thru 
to be open 24/7; it’s normal for Kroger to be open 24/7; it’s normal for Planet Fitness to be open 24/7; it’s normal for gas stations to 
be open 24/7; it’s normal for media/TV/Amazon to run 24/7; etc. We’ve come to expect it to be this way. Exhortation: begin to dream 
of what the church could look like to better serve this generation. 

 
8. It’s a training grounds for the young or aspiring leader. The “small beginnings” stage we’re in affords many leadership opportunities. 

If I have a relationship with a person and they have a healthy relationship with their church, they can lead. We have leadership 
opportunities every day around here in prayer, worship, teaching, planning, administrating, etc. This is a great place to develop your 
leadership abilities. Exhortation: take the initiative to serve and you will develop as a leader. Great leaders are great servants. We 
discover more clarity on our personal calling as we purpose to serve others. 

 

• I’d like to take a moment to share a couple of stories related to leadership. I never really viewed myself as a leader. When I 
became a Christian at the age of 18, I was pretty aimless, directionless—let alone able to lead others. I got involved in a 
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college ministry called Chi Alpha and developed a lot. Years and years of doing all sorts of things helped me become a leader. 
It’s literally just being available and pitching in that significantly forms us and our leadership qualities. 
 

• My personal assignment to lead a prayer ministry (GPHOP) become really clear about six years ago through some divine 
circumstances, but God was indicating this prayer leadership calling ever since I was a young Christian. There are two 
formative prophetic moments that God touched me with that I often share. 

 
Help me improve my notes! The first person to point out a legitimate mistake/typo on this document (during service) gets $1.  

Greater Peoria House of Prayer Announcements for June 21, 2019. 
 
1. Welcome to the Greater Peoria House of Prayer… we’re glad you’re here and blessed to be worshipping God with you! Be sure to pick 

up the free materials at the back table in the prayer room or the desk near the front of the downstairs fellowship area, which includes 
teaching notes, stickers, pens, prayer cards and more. Daily schedule: We have morning prayer right here in this room seven days a 
week from 7-8 a.m. Monday - Friday and 8-9 a.m. Saturday and Sunday. We have afternoon prayer four days a week: Monday, 
Wednesday, Friday and Saturday from 11:30 a.m. - noon. We have evening prayer with live worship from 6-8 p.m. Monday - Saturday. 
On Friday’s, we have an extra prayer gathering from 10-11:30 a.m. Our Friday Encounter Night is from 6-9 p.m. and is our main 
corporate gathering each Friday evening featuring live worship and a teaching to inspire love for Jesus and prayer. 

 
2. UPCOMING EVENT: The Kids & Family Fun Day Potluck is TOMORROW, Saturday, June 22, from 11 a.m. - 1 p.m. at Fondulac Park. 

There’s going to be lots of fun things happening so plan to have the whole family there! 
 
3. Prayer room ministry opportunities: If you are interested in leading or ministering during a live worship set by singing, playing an 

instrument, prayer leading or behind the sound board, please contact us at info@gphop.org. We’d love to have you serve on one of 
our teams! Team ministry opportunities: If you feel the Lord has gifted you in the prophetic (or would like to grow in this gifting) and 
would consider helping on a prophetic team, send an email to info@gphop.org. Contact Mandy Kistner at mandy@gphop.org if you 
would like to schedule a future healing ministry appointment or help out on the healing team. 

 
4. Missions: Please keep the following missionaries we support in prayer as well as be sensitive to their financial needs: Ashley Bucknam 

and Alicia Wright (ACTS School, Colorado Springs, CO); Tim and Blair Fraim (Florianopolis House of Prayer; Florianopolis, Brazil); Eric 
and Erin Simmons (Minnesota House of Prayer Network; Twin Cities, MN); Amy Dirks and Phil Kellenberger (International House of 
Prayer, Kansas City, MO); Babett Mueller (111 Global, Kansas City, MO). Also keep friends Tyler and Sarah Cook and family in prayer 
who lead a HOP in Ottawa, IL. 

 
5. Social media: Follow us on Facebook (Greater Peoria House of Prayer - GPHOP), Twitter (@GPHOPrayer), Instagram (@GPHOPrayer), 

Vimeo and YouTube for regular updates and inspiration. Use these social media sites to get the word out, share pictures, quotes you 
heard, etc. Contact Derek at derek@gphop.org if you’re interested in helping with GPHOP’s social media. 

 
6. Refuge ministry: There are several groups who use our facility for their ministry purposes. Please keep the following in prayer: 

Christian Business Men’s Connection Bible studies (Thursday mornings), Kinisi 424 senior worship leader meetings (monthly/as 
needed), kingdom business prayer groups (as needed), prophetic dance classes (as needed) and Sunday church gatherings (as needed). 

 
7. We provide free wifi to everyone here! The password for the GPHOP router is on the chalkboard in the downstairs fellowship area. 

You can also connect to either the CableWiFi or xfinitywifi routers if you have a personal Comcast account. 
 

8. Prayer requests: If you would like our community to pray for something specific, please submit it to info@gphop.org. 
 

9. Giving: If you have been blessed by the GPHOP and would like sow financially into the ministry, we would be more than blessed. You 
can give in cash, but if you would like to give to GPHOP with a check, please make it out to “Greater Peoria House of Prayer” or 
“GPHOP”—your gift is tax deductible. Thank you for your generosity! It’s helping make day and night prayer with worship possible in 
central Illinois. You can place your gift in the Saturday night offering during the 7 p.m. teaching or drop it in either of the two black 
donation boxes. Donations can also be mailed to our physical address at 117 East Washington Street, East Peoria, IL 61611. Donors can 
also use PayPal or our website (gphop.org/donate) to give electronically. 

 
Thank you for helping to keep this prayer room sacred by ensuring conversations with others are brief and kindly reminding others to do 

the same. There is a large fellowship area downstairs if you would like to talk at length. 


