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I. Introduction. 

A. Tonight we’re going to continue looking into the attributes of God by examining what Scripture has to say about God’s thoughts and 
feelings. The Blessed God we serve—Father, Son and Holy Spirit—could be likened to an endless universe full of limitless galaxies of 
thoughts and emotions. I want to begin by asking this question: what do you think God is like in His heart of hearts? And are those 
thoughts consistent with the full counsel of the Scriptures? My experience tells me that few Christians take seriously the biblical 
charge to know God deeply. (Note: as a prayer-focused ministry, it’s imperative that we know who we’re talking to. We won’t pray 
much or well if we don’t know God or have wrong thoughts of God that aren’t being adjusted through regular biblical instruction.) 
 

B. A. W. Tozer: “What comes into our minds when we think about God is the most important thing about us.” 
 
Jeremiah 9:24 | But let him who glories glory in this, That he understands and knows Me, That I am the LORD, exercising lovingkindness, 
judgment, and righteousness in the earth. For in these I delight,” says the LORD. 
 
John 17:3 | And this is eternal life, that they may know You, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom You have sent. 
 
II. The Thoughts of God. 

Psalm 40:5 | Many, O LORD my God, are Your wonderful works Which You have done; And Your thoughts toward us Cannot be recounted 
to You in order; If I would declare and speak of them, They are more than can be numbered. 

• God’s thoughts are personal. The Bible reveals a God who is a thinker and who is thoughtful. He has a mind—a real brain—that 
He uses. Throughout the pages of both Old and New Testaments, God is thinking of people, places and every conceivable thing. 
But what’s must meaningful to our own heart is the truth that He’s thinking of us. Though all-knowing, He ponders, considers, 
thinks about, you and me with great intent and joy. He thinks of us like we as parents think of our children, with great pride, 
affection and joy. 
 

Psalm 40:17 | But I am poor and needy; Yet the Lord thinks upon me. You are my help and my deliverer; Do not delay, O my God. 
 
Jeremiah 29:11 | For I know the thoughts that I think toward you, says the LORD, thoughts of peace and not of evil, to give you a future and 
a hope. 

• God’s thoughts are preeminent. It’s significant for us to realize the brilliance and superiority of God’s thinking. Similar to the 
difference between an ant and the smartest personal alive is the difference between us and God (and that’s obviously an 
understatement). God is at a level of though processing that is not perceivable in the slightest. He’s capable of thinking about all 
eight billion people alive today, and the trillions of cells in every human being alive today, and every blade of grass, every star, and 
every body of water, and everything else on earth simultaneously—with great ease. 

 
Isaiah 55:8-9 | 8 “For My thoughts are not your thoughts, Nor are your ways My ways,” says the LORD. 9 “For as the heavens are higher than 
the earth, So are My ways higher than your ways, And My thoughts than your thoughts. 

III. The Emotions (Feelings) of God. 

A. Throughout the Bible, we’re shown God to have a vast range of emotion. He is, of course, perfectly in control of Himself and always 
has the right feelings. He’s never out of control, never loses it, isn’t melodramatic and never wishes He hadn’t said something. He’s 
always perfection of perfection. Some imagine that a person who’s perfect or mature cannot have emotions or be emotional. We 
imagine God must be cool and detached like some executive in an office on the top floor that we never see, and to see him get 
animated or passionate about something would somehow mean to lose respect for him. The reality is that the most gloriously perfect 
Being—our heavenly Father God—is full of radiant and life-giving emotion. He’s nothing like a cantankerous, bitter old man who 
bickers every time a little kid rides a bike on his lawn. He’s warm and affectionate; He loves good intensely and also hates wrong 
intensely (Hebrews 1:9). We want our emotional life to be like life His emotional life. 

 

• God’s emotions are revealed throughout the Bible. Early in the book of Genesis, we’re already seeing glimpses into God’s 
emotions. “And the LORD was sorry that He had made man on the earth, and He was grieved in His heart” (Genesis 6:6). Tip: be on 
the lookout for God’s emotions as you read the Law, Prophets, Psalms, Gospels, Letters, etc. 
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• God’s emotions are revealed by Jesus. God’s emotions are most explicitly revealed in the life of Christ, the Son of God. Jesus is 
literally the one true God of Israel in the flesh. Anytime Jesus marveled (Matthew 8:10), was moved with compassion (Matthew 
9:36), is recorded as being angry (Mark 3:5), or loving (Mark 10:21), etc., He is the “express image of His person (the exact 
representation of God)” (Hebrews 1:3). In other words, Jesus exemplified the exact emotions that God the Father and God the 
Spirit were feeling in any given situation we see in the gospel accounts. Tip: as you read the gospels, notice Jesus’ emotion at 
times and realize He’s feeling what His Father is feeling. And, remember, we can too! 

 
Help me improve my notes! The first person to point out a legitimate mistake/typo on this document (during service) gets $1.  

Greater Peoria House of Prayer Announcements for April 12, 2019. 
 
1. Welcome to the Greater Peoria House of Prayer… we’re glad you’re here and blessed to be worshipping God with you! Be sure to pick 

up the free materials at the back table in the prayer room or the desk near the front of the downstairs fellowship area, which includes 
teaching notes, stickers, pens, prayer cards and more. Daily schedule: We have morning prayer right here in this room seven days a 
week from 7-8 a.m. Monday - Friday and 8-9 a.m. Saturday and Sunday. We have afternoon prayer four days a week: Monday, 
Wednesday, Friday and Saturday from 11:30 a.m. - noon. We have evening prayer with live worship from 6-8 p.m. Monday - Saturday. 
On Friday’s, we have an extra prayer gathering from 10-11:30 a.m. Our Friday Encounter Night is from 6-9 p.m. and is our main 
corporate gathering each Friday evening featuring live worship and a teaching to inspire love for Jesus and prayer. 

 
2. UPCOMING EVENT: Kids Prayer Night tomorrow night is cancelled. The next KPN will be Saturday, May 11. 
 
3. Prayer room ministry opportunities: If you are interested in leading or ministering during a live worship set by singing, playing an 

instrument, prayer leading or behind the sound board, please contact us at info@gphop.org. We’d love to have you serve on one of 
our teams! Team ministry opportunities: If you feel the Lord has gifted you in the prophetic (or would like to grow in this gifting) and 
would consider helping on a prophetic team, send an email to info@gphop.org. Contact Mandy Kistner at mandy@gphop.org if you 
would like to schedule a future healing ministry appointment or help out on the healing team. 

 
4. Missions: Please keep the following missionaries we support in prayer as well as be sensitive to their financial needs: Ashley Bucknam 

and Alicia Wright (ACTS School, Colorado Springs, CO); Tim and Blair Fraim (Florianopolis House of Prayer; Florianopolis, Brazil); Eric 
and Erin Simmons (Minnesota House of Prayer Network; Twin Cities, MN); Amy Dirks and Phil Kellenberger (International House of 
Prayer, Kansas City, MO); Babett Mueller (111 Global, Kansas City, MO). Also keep friends Tyler and Sarah Cook and family in prayer 
who lead a HOP in Ottawa, IL. 

 
5. Social media: Follow us on Facebook (Greater Peoria House of Prayer - GPHOP), Twitter (@GPHOPrayer), Instagram (@GPHOPrayer), 

Vimeo and YouTube for regular updates and inspiration. Use these social media sites to get the word out, share pictures, quotes you 
heard, etc. Contact Derek at derek@gphop.org if you’re interested in helping with GPHOP’s social media. 

 
6. Refuge ministry: There are several groups who use our facility for their ministry purposes. Please keep the following in prayer: 

Christian Business Men’s Connection Bible studies (Thursday mornings), Kinisi 424 senior worship leader meetings (monthly/as 
needed), kingdom business prayer groups (as needed), prophetic dance classes (as needed) and Sunday church gatherings (as needed). 

 
7. We provide free wifi to everyone here! The password for the GPHOP router is on the chalkboard in the downstairs fellowship area. 

You can also connect to either the CableWiFi or xfinitywifi routers if you have a personal Comcast account. 
 

8. Prayer requests: If you would like our community to pray for something specific, please submit it to info@gphop.org. 
 

9. Giving: If you have been blessed by the GPHOP and would like sow financially into the ministry, we would be more than blessed. You 
can give in cash, but if you would like to give to GPHOP with a check, please make it out to “Greater Peoria House of Prayer” or 
“GPHOP”—your gift is tax deductible. Thank you for your generosity! It’s helping make day and night prayer with worship possible in 
central Illinois. You can place your gift in the Saturday night offering during the 7 p.m. teaching or drop it in either of the two black 
donation boxes. Donations can also be mailed to our physical address at 117 East Washington Street, East Peoria, IL 61611. Donors can 
also use PayPal or our website (gphop.org/donate) to give electronically. 

 
Thank you for helping to keep this prayer room sacred by ensuring conversations with others are brief and kindly reminding others to do 

the same. There is a large fellowship area downstairs if you would like to talk at length. 


