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I. Introduction 

A. Part 1 (a couple of weeks ago) focused on Mary of Nazareth (a city in Galilee, Luke 1:26), Jesus’ mom, and the unique calling on her life 
to bear, birth and bring up the very Son of God. Her story helps us understand—in some small way—the unusual dynamics 
surrounding a birthing of God’s purposes such as in our personal life and vocation/ministry. Tonight, we’re looking at another Mary 
that God looked for and continues to look for, Mary of Bethany. 
 
John 11:28 | And when she (Martha) had said these things, she went her way and secretly called Mary her sister, saying, “The Teacher 
has come and is calling for you.” 
 

II. Mary of Bethany 

John 11:5 | Now Jesus loved Martha and her sister (Mary) and Lazarus. 

A. It’s absolutely critical to understand that God loves all believers equally. We are all His favorites. Jesus fully loved Martha, Mary and 
Lazarus with the same love. However, as we will read about Mary, some people make life choices in order to experience more of God’s 
love and power. They don’t become more loved, but the do experience more of Him and His love. 

 
Luke 10:38-42 | 38 Now it happened as they went that He entered a certain village; and a certain woman named Martha welcomed Him 
into her house. 39 And she had a sister called Mary, who also sat at Jesus’ feet and heard His word. 40 But Martha was distracted with much 
serving, and she approached Him and said, “Lord, do You not care that my sister has left me to serve alone? Therefore tell her to help me.” 
41 And Jesus answered and said to her, “Martha, Martha, you are worried and troubled about many things. 42 But one thing is needed, and 
Mary has chosen that good part, which will not be taken away from her.” 

 
B. Jesus makes clear that sitting and listing to what He says is preeminent among life choices. He terms it the “one thing” that is needed 

and thereby underscores its superiority to all other choices.  
 

• Question: Have you chosen what Mary has chosen? (I cannot think of a greater New Year resolution.) 
 
John 12:1-8 | Then, six days before the Passover, Jesus came to Bethany, where Lazarus was who had been dead, whom He had raised 
from the dead. 2 There they made Him a supper; and Martha served, but Lazarus was one of those who sat at the table with Him. 3 Then 
Mary took a pound of very costly oil of spikenard, anointed the feet of Jesus, and wiped His feet with her hair. And the house was filled 
with the fragrance of the oil. 4 But one of His disciples, Judas Iscariot, Simon’s son, who would betray Him, said, 5 “Why was this fragrant oil 
not sold for three hundred denarii and given to the poor?” 6 This he said, not that he cared for the poor, but because he was a thief, and 
had the money box; and he used to take what was put in it. 7 But Jesus said, “Let her alone; she has kept this for the day of My burial. 8 For 
the poor you have with you always, but Me you do not have always.” 

 
C. Mary knew Jesus in such a way that motivated her to give everything to Him because she loved Him. 

 

• Question: Does how you view God motivate to give your all to Him? With your life, career/vocation, relationships, money, 
etc.? 
 

Mark 14:3-9 | 3 And being in Bethany at the house of Simon the leper, as He sat at the table, a woman came having an alabaster flask of 
very costly oil of spikenard. Then she broke the flask and poured it on His head. 4 But there were some who were indignant among 
themselves, and said, “Why was this fragrant oil wasted? 5 For it might have been sold for more than three hundred denarii and given to 
the poor.” And they criticized her sharply. 6 But Jesus said, “Let her alone. Why do you trouble her? She has done a good work for Me. 7 For 
you have the poor with you always, and whenever you wish you may do them good; but Me you do not have always. 8 She has done what 
she could. She has come beforehand to anoint My body for burial. 9 Assuredly, I say to you, wherever this gospel is preached in the whole 
world, what this woman has done will also be told as a memorial to her.” 
 
D. Let’s make the connection here… Mary felt loved, chose to be with Jesus, was motivated to giver her all and had a worldwide impact 

that continues to this day. Astounding! 
 

III. New Year Resolution Considerations 

A. Devotion (Luke 10:39), delight (Psalm 37:4), attitude (Philippians 2:5) and speech (Proverbs 18:21). 
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Help me improve my notes! The first person to point out a legitimate mistake/typo on this document (during service) gets $1. 

Greater Peoria House of Prayer Announcements for January 4, 2018 
 
1. Welcome to the Greater Peoria House of Prayer… we’re glad you’re here and blessed to be worshipping God with you! Be sure to pick 

up the free materials at the back table in the prayer room or the desk near the front of the downstairs fellowship area, which includes 
teaching notes, stickers, pens, prayer cards and more. Daily schedule: We have morning prayer right here in this room seven days a 
week from 7-8 a.m. Monday - Friday and 8-9 a.m. Saturday and Sunday. We have afternoon prayer four days a week: Monday, 
Wednesday, Friday and Saturday from 11:30 a.m. - noon. We have evening prayer with live worship from 6-8 p.m. Monday - Saturday. 
On Friday’s, we have an extra prayer gathering from 10-11:30 a.m. Our Friday Encounter Night is from 6-9 p.m. and is our main 
corporate gathering each Friday evening featuring live worship and a teaching to inspire love for Jesus and prayer. 

 
2. UPCOMING EVENT: The first Kids Prayer Night of 2019 is next Saturday, January 12, from 5-8 p.m. 
 
3. Prayer room ministry opportunities: If you are interested in leading or ministering during a live worship set by singing, playing an 

instrument, prayer leading or behind the sound board, please contact us at info@gphop.org. We’d love to have you serve on one of 
our teams! Team ministry opportunities: If you feel the Lord has gifted you in the prophetic (or would like to grow in this gifting) and 
would consider helping on a prophetic team, send an email to info@gphop.org. Contact Mandy Kistner at mandy@gphop.org if you 
would like to schedule a future healing ministry appointment or help out on the healing team. 

 
4. Missions: Please keep the following missionaries we support in prayer as well as be sensitive to their financial needs: Ashley Bucknam 

and Alicia Wright (ACTS School, Colorado Springs, CO); Tim and Blair Fraim (Florianopolis House of Prayer; Florianopolis, Brazil); Eric 
and Erin Simmons (Minnesota House of Prayer Network; Twin Cities, MN); Amy Dirks and Phil Kellenberger (International House of 
Prayer, Kansas City, MO). Also keep friends Tyler and Sarah Cook and family in prayer who lead a HOP in Ottawa, IL. 

 
5. Social media: Follow us on Facebook (Greater Peoria House of Prayer - GPHOP), Twitter (@GPHOPrayer), Instagram (@GPHOPrayer), 

Vimeo and YouTube for regular updates and inspiration. Use these social media sites to get the word out, share pictures, quotes you 
heard, etc. Contact Derek at derek@gphop.org if you’re interested in helping with GPHOP’s social media. 

 
6. Refuge ministry: There are several groups who use our facility for their ministry purposes. Please keep the following in prayer: 

Christian Business Men’s Connection Bible studies (Thursday mornings), Kinisi 424 senior worship leader meetings (monthly/as 
needed), kingdom business prayer groups (as needed), prophetic dance classes (as needed) and Sunday church gatherings (as needed). 

 
7. We provide free wifi to everyone here! The password for the GPHOP router is on the chalkboard in the downstairs fellowship area. 

You can also connect to either the CableWiFi or xfinitywifi routers if you have a personal Comcast account. 
 

8. Prayer requests: If you would like our community to pray for something specific, please submit it to info@gphop.org. 
 

9. Giving: If you have been blessed by the GPHOP and would like sow financially into the ministry, we would be more than blessed. You 
can give in cash, but if you would like to give to GPHOP with a check, please make it out to “Greater Peoria House of Prayer” or 
“GPHOP”—your gift is tax deductible. Thank you for your generosity! It’s helping make day and night prayer with worship possible in 
central Illinois. You can place your gift in the Saturday night offering during the 7 p.m. teaching or drop it in either of the two black 
donation boxes. Donations can also be mailed to our physical address at 117 East Washington Street, East Peoria, IL 61611. Donors can 
also use PayPal or our website (gphop.org/donate) to give electronically. 

 
Thank you for helping to keep this prayer room sacred by ensuring conversations with others are brief and kindly reminding others to do 

the same. There is a large fellowship area downstairs if you would like to talk at length. 


