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I. Introduction. 

A. What’s commonly known as the parable of the prodigal son is also a story about two others. Using the backdrop of a family context 
and the extremities of the religious spectrum (licentiousness and legalism), Jesus presents one of the most beautiful stories in His 
entire ministry. It’s, in fact, a story about His Father and how He responds with tender mercy to both the prodigal and the pious. What 
Jesus is trying to accomplish with this parable is to present what God the Father is like, which is unlike what most would imagine (both 
in His culture and ours today). Many Christians today struggle to understand what God thinks of them, especially when they fail. They 
assume God is more or less angry, frustrated and bothered with them. The reality is that He’s like the father in this parable. 
 

B. In my experience, a significant percentage (perhaps the vast majority) of Christians—over longer periods of time—tend to gravitate 
toward one of the two of these extremities. They either 1) leave their relationship with the Father altogether for a sinful lifestyle, or 
they 2) stay serving the Father, but not in a close relationship with Him—and, therefore, become very disconnected from His relational 
value system. Let’s begin by taking a moment to read the text: Luke 15:11-32. 

 
II. How does God the Father respond to the prodigal son? 

Luke 15:20 | And he arose and came to his father. But when he was still a great way off, his father saw him and had compassion, and ran 
and fell on his neck and kissed him. 

A. God the Father receives the prodigal (lost/licentious) son with visible affection and joyous celebration. (Maybe to picture it a bit 
better, imagine the movie scene in which father/mother and son/daughter are running through the expansive grassy field or long the 
airport terminal toward one another to embrace after long separation.) Think about what this says about God the Father! 
 

B. What’s interesting about the prodigal son is that he knew His Father’s heart (Luke 15:17-19), yet still fell away for a season. The lesson 
is this: seasons of sinful disobedience are not always easily explainable. Put staunch theological opinions aside and pray for your 
struggling brother or sister! Resist the temptation to become Job’s “wise” friends. Prodigals “come to their senses” (Luke 15:17) 
because the family prays for them and extends genuine goodness and kindness to them (Romans 2:4). 

 
C. My exhortation: avoid seasons of sinful compromise because you can never get that time back. Though God will receive us as He does 

the prodigal, remember that staying faithful to the Father with a good heart is far more rewarding. Before prodigal seasons, there are 
typically temptation seasons (offense, sexual, etc.). Do whatever it takes (pray, talk, deliverance, healing, etc.) to avoid becoming 
ensnared in a long season of disobedience. Honestly speaking, some never make it back and die there—their wasteful season became 
a wasted life. (Verses for further contemplation and study: Proverbs 7:21-23; Matthew 26:41; Mark 14:38; Luke 22:40, 46.) 
 

III. How does God the Father respond to the pious son? 

Luke 15:31-32 | 31 “And he said to him, ‘Son, you are always with me, and all that I have is yours. 32 It was right that we should make merry 
and be glad, for your brother was dead and is alive again, and was lost and is found.’” 

A. God the Father reasons with the pious (legalistic) son with personal validation and patient instruction. Think about what this says 
about God the Father! 
 

B. What’s interesting about the pious son is that He did not know His Father’s heart, yet he was committed to the work. The lesson is this: 
the legs can keep moving long after the soul shrivels. Meaning, it’s possible to keep laboring while growing more and more 
disconnected from who God actually is, who we are to Him and what we can ask Him for. This is what happened to the church in 
Ephesus. Jesus affirmed their “works, “labor” and that they had “persevered,” but warned them of the consequences of continuing in 
an unloving spirit. (Revelation 2:1-7) 

 
C. My exhortation: avoid seasons of devotional neglect. It’s our times alone with God in study of the Bible and prayer that keep our heart 

flowing with love like a well-oiled engine. Make your time alone with Jesus your top life priority and never let it go no matter what. 
 

IV. Why is this important for us? We’ve been talking a lot about spiritual family lately. The spiritual family here at the GPHOP (and in our 
region) will eventually reflect or closely resemble what we all think God the Father is like. In other words, we will treat people like what 
we think God is like and how He treats us, which will over time create a particular dynamic in our interactions and create the spirit of 
our community we have here at the GPHOP—as well as the citywide church. It’s my desire that there be a loving spirit of family 
connected to the heart of the Father, Son and Spirit so that we have a healthy and vibrant and merciful culture. The alternative is a 
broken, lifeless and judgmental culture that nobody wants to be a part of. Our prayer: makes us like the Father Jesus taught about! 
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Help me improve my notes! The first person to point out a legitimate mistake/typo on this document (during service) gets $1. 
 

Greater Peoria House of Prayer Announcements for November 16, 2018 
 
1. Welcome to the Greater Peoria House of Prayer… we’re glad you’re here and blessed to be worshipping God with you! Be sure to pick 

up the free materials at the back table in the prayer room or the desk near the front of the downstairs fellowship area, which includes 
teaching notes, stickers, pens, prayer cards and more. Daily schedule: We have morning prayer right here in this room seven days a 
week from 7-8 a.m. Monday - Friday and 8-9 a.m. Saturday and Sunday. We have afternoon prayer four days a week: Monday, 
Wednesday, Friday and Saturday from 11:30 a.m. - noon. We have evening prayer with live worship from 6-8 p.m. Monday - Saturday. 
On Friday’s, we have an extra prayer gathering from 10-11:30 a.m. Our Friday Encounter Night is from 6-9 p.m. and is our main 
corporate gathering each Friday evening featuring live worship and a teaching to inspire love for Jesus and prayer. 

 
2. UPCOMING EVENT: Hot Chocolate Heaven, 5:30-8:30 p.m., Saturday, November 17 (tomorrow night!). Heading to the Festival of 

Lights parade in East Peoria this Saturday night? If so, stop in for some FREE warm drinks and popcorn on your way there. The parade 
route ends just a couple blocks up the street! 

 
3. Prayer room ministry opportunities: If you are interested in leading or ministering during a live worship set by singing, playing an 

instrument, prayer leading or behind the sound board, please contact us at info@gphop.org. We’d love to have you serve on one of 
our teams! Team ministry opportunities: If you feel the Lord has gifted you in the prophetic (or would like to grow in this gifting) and 
would consider helping on a prophetic team, send an email to info@gphop.org. Contact Mandy Kistner at mandy@gphop.org if you 
would like to schedule a future healing ministry appointment or help out on the healing team. 

 
4. Missions: Please keep the following missionaries we support in prayer as well as be sensitive to their financial needs: Ashley Bucknam 

and Alicia Wright (ACTS School, Colorado Springs, CO); Tim and Blair Fraim (Florianopolis House of Prayer; Florianopolis, Brazil); Eric 
and Erin Simmons (Minnesota House of Prayer Network; Twin Cities, MN); Amy Dirks and Phil Kellenberger (International House of 
Prayer, Kansas City, MO). Also keep friends Tyler and Sarah Cook and family in prayer who lead a HOP in Ottawa, IL. 

 
5. Social media: Follow us on Facebook (Greater Peoria House of Prayer - GPHOP), Twitter (@GPHOPrayer), Instagram (@GPHOPrayer), 

Vimeo and YouTube for regular updates and inspiration. Use these social media sites to get the word out, share pictures, quotes you 
heard, etc. Contact Derek at derek@gphop.org if you’re interested in helping with GPHOP’s social media. 

 
6. Refuge ministry: There are several groups who use our facility for their ministry purposes. Please keep the following in prayer: 

Christian Business Men’s Connection Bible studies (Thursday mornings), Kinisi 424 senior worship leader meetings (monthly/as 
needed), kingdom business prayer groups (as needed), prophetic dance classes (as needed) and Sunday church gatherings (as needed). 

 
7. We provide free wifi to everyone here! The password for the GPHOP router is on the chalkboard in the downstairs fellowship area. 

You can also connect to either the CableWiFi or xfinitywifi routers if you have a personal Comcast account. 
 

8. Prayer requests: If you would like our community to pray for something specific, please submit it to info@gphop.org. 
 

9. Giving: If you have been blessed by the GPHOP and would like sow financially into the ministry, we would be more than blessed. You 
can give in cash, but if you would like to give to GPHOP with a check, please make it out to “Greater Peoria House of Prayer” or 
“GPHOP”—your gift is tax deductible. Thank you for your generosity! It’s helping make day and night prayer with worship possible in 
central Illinois. You can place your gift in the Saturday night offering during the 7 p.m. teaching or drop it in either of the two black 
donation boxes. Donations can also be mailed to our physical address at 117 East Washington Street, East Peoria, IL 61611. Donors can 
also use PayPal or our website (gphop.org/donate) to give electronically. 

 
Thank you for helping to keep this prayer room sacred by ensuring conversations with others are brief and kindly reminding others to do 

the same. There is a large fellowship area downstairs if you would like to talk at length. 


