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A. God is emphasizing to my heart that He wants to develop a greater sense of loving spiritual family in the GPHOP and throughout the 
churches of central Illinois. He’s saying something about family right now and I want to take the necessary time to be able to hear it 
clearly and then obey its implications. This will likely unfold for quite some time. (I’d like to encourage everyone to listen to the last 
few Sunday sermons given at IHOPKC. There are two different leadership testimony sermons on September 23, another on September 
28 and a message on praying for an increase of God’s love on September 30 that I recommend listening to. I believe IHOPKC is giving 
voice to some crucial truths right now related to this theme of spiritual family.) 

B. I’ve carried the vision for day and night 24/7 prayer for many years. We officially began building toward that about five years ago when 
the GPHOP was first launched. I believe the Holy Spirit is now helping us by giving us a key piece to the puzzle of seeing the vision 
come to pass. It’s a revelation of spiritual family and a loving spirit among the members of the spiritual family that is the way forward. 
What I sense now is the need to teach about and pray into a fuller release of this reality as I believe it’s something more powerful than 
any of us are thinking. God wants a big extended family crushing the purposes of darkness and releasing His glorious light—unleashing 
the fullness of what Jesus died for in central Illinois. 

C. In many ways, the vision for a 24/7 prayer room that God has given this community is not complete without a family atmosphere in 
which people feel genuinely loved by those around them. I believe He’s making clear that it’s a family endeavor, not just an 
organizational endeavor. He wants us to love for each other, fight for each other and stand with one another throughout the journey. 
He wants us together at the heart level. 

Matthew 12:46-50 (NIV) | 46 While Jesus was still talking to the crowd, his mother and brothers stood outside, wanting to speak to him. 
47 Someone told him, “Your mother and brothers are standing outside, wanting to speak to you.” 48 He replied to him, “Who is my mother, 
and who are my brothers?” 49 Pointing to his disciples, he said, “Here are my mother and my brothers. 50 For whoever does the will of my 
Father in heaven is my brother and sister and mother.” 
 
Luke 8:19-21 (NIV) | 19 Now Jesus’ mother and brothers came to see him, but they were not able to get near him because of the crowd. 
20 Someone told him, “Your mother and brothers are standing outside, wanting to see you.” 21 He replied, “My mother and brothers are 
those who hear God’s word and put it into practice.” 
 
D. These two passages have been the formative passages by which God has spoken to me a truth of spiritual family. That in order to be 

the spiritual family He wants and that Jesus died for, we must individually, as families and as a ministry do the Father’s will—hear and 
obey what He’s saying to us right now by the Holy Spirit. Here’s what I sense Him emphasizing to at least pray into right now: 

1. Greater revelation of God the Father, His fatherly heart of affection for us as His sons/daughters and His goodness in general. 

2. Fresh insight of the family of God and how we are to relate as fathers/mothers, sons/daughters and brothers/sisters, etc. 

3. Renewed ability to see one another how God the Father sees them. To see them by the Spirit and not the flesh. To acknowledge 
who they are and to honor the role they are to have in this ministry, this city, etc. 

4. Deeper appreciation for the larger body of Christ, especially our brothers and sisters outside our denomination. 

5. Further (unto complete) healing for the spiritual abuses and wounds that have occurred in people’s lives—restoration for those 
who’ve experienced painful failures in churches or ministries they’ve been a part of in the past. 

6. Resolute willingness in the grace of God to take ownership of our God-given role in the spiritual family. No longer hanging out on 
the sidelines, but actively serving in our capacities the Lord has blessed us with. In other words, taking personal responsibility to 
live in such a way that makes us fully contributing members of God’s family. 

E. After Q&A, let’s take some time to pray into this tonight for a period of time and trust the Holy Spirit to further connect dots on what 
He’s saying related to spiritual family here at the GPHOP, in our personal lives/family, in our city, and beyond. 

Ephesians 3:14-21 (NIV) | 14 For this reason I kneel before the Father, 15 from whom every family in heaven and on earth derives its name. 
16 I pray that out of his glorious riches he may strengthen you with power through his Spirit in your inner being, 17 so that Christ may dwell 
in your hearts through faith. And I pray that you, being rooted and established in love, 18 may have power, together with all the Lord’s holy 
people, to grasp how wide and long and high and deep is the love of Christ, 19 and to know this love that surpasses knowledge—that you 
may be filled to the measure of all the fullness of God. 20 Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, 
according to his power that is at work within us, 21 to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, for ever and 
ever! Amen. 



Becoming A Loving Spiritual Family – Part 2                                                                                           Derek Kistner | derekkistner.wordpress.com 

 

Greater Peoria House of Prayer Teaching Notes                                                                                                                               October 5, 2018                                                                                                                                   
All Scriptures NKJV unless otherwise noted. | Search the Scriptures to confirm if this or any teaching is true, biblical (Acts 17:11).                                                      www.gphop.org 

 

Help me improve my notes! The first person to point out a legitimate mistake/typo on this document (during service) gets $1. 
 

Greater Peoria House of Prayer Announcements for October 5, 2018 
 
1. Welcome to the Greater Peoria House of Prayer… we’re glad you’re here and blessed to be worshipping God with you! Be sure to pick 

up the free materials at the back table in the prayer room or the desk near the front of the downstairs fellowship area, which includes 
teaching notes, stickers, pens, prayer cards and more. Daily schedule: We have morning prayer right here in this room seven days a 
week from 7-8 a.m. Monday - Friday and 8-9 a.m. Saturday and Sunday. We have afternoon prayer four days a week: Monday, 
Wednesday, Friday and Saturday from 11:30 a.m. - noon. We have evening prayer with live worship from 6-8 p.m. Monday - Saturday. 
On Friday’s, we have an extra prayer gathering from 10-11:30 a.m. Our Friday Encounter Night is from 6-9 p.m. and is our main 
corporate gathering each Friday evening featuring live worship and a teaching to inspire love for Jesus and prayer. 
 

2. UPCOMING EVENTS: Our annual Hear + Obey citywide prophetic gathering is November 2-3. Please sign up online if you plan to 
attend! Also, I lead a young men’s discipleship group on the first Saturday of each month. Come on out tomorrow night from 6-8 p.m. 
as we exhort each other to love and follow Jesus. 

 
3. Prayer room ministry opportunities: If you are interested in leading or ministering during a live worship set by singing, playing an 

instrument, prayer leading or behind the sound board, please contact us at info@gphop.org. We’d love to have you serve on one of 
our teams! Team ministry opportunities: If you feel the Lord has gifted you in the prophetic (or would like to grow in this gifting) and 
would consider helping on a prophetic team, send an email to info@gphop.org. Contact Mandy Kistner at mandykistner@yahoo.com if 
you would like to schedule a future healing ministry appointment or help out on the healing team. 

 
4. Missions: Please keep the following missionaries we support in prayer as well as be sensitive to their financial needs: Ashley Bucknam 

and Alicia Wright (ACTS School, Colorado Springs, CO); Tim and Blair Fraim (Florianopolis House of Prayer; Florianopolis, Brazil); Eric 
and Erin Simmons (Minnesota House of Prayer Network; Twin Cities, MN); Amy Dirks and Phil Kellenberger (International House of 
Prayer, Kansas City, MO). Also keep friends Tyler and Sarah Cook and family in prayer who lead a HOP in Ottawa, IL. 

 
5. Social media: Follow us on Facebook (Greater Peoria House of Prayer - GPHOP), Twitter (@GPHOPrayer), Instagram (@GPHOPrayer), 

Vimeo and YouTube for regular updates and inspiration. Use these social media sites to get the word out, share pictures, quotes you 
heard, etc. Contact Derek at derek@gphop.org if you’re interested in helping with GPHOP’s social media. 

 
6. Refuge ministry: There are several groups who use our facility for their ministry purposes. Please keep the following in prayer: 

Christian Business Men’s Connection Bible studies (Thursday mornings), Kinisi 424 senior worship leader meetings (monthly/as 
needed), kingdom business prayer groups (as needed), prophetic dance classes (as needed) and Sunday church gatherings (as needed). 

 
7. We provide free wifi to everyone here! The password for the GPHOP router is on the chalkboard in the downstairs fellowship area. 

You can also connect to either the CableWiFi or xfinitywifi routers if you have a personal Comcast account. 
 

8. Prayer requests: If you would like our community to pray for something specific, please submit it to info@gphop.org. 
 

9. Giving: If you have been blessed by the GPHOP and would like sow financially into the ministry, we would be more than blessed. You 
can give in cash, but if you would like to give to GPHOP with a check, please make it out to “Greater Peoria House of Prayer” or 
“GPHOP”—your gift is tax deductible. Thank you for your generosity! It’s helping make day and night prayer with worship possible in 
central Illinois. You can place your gift in the Saturday night offering during the 7 p.m. teaching or drop it in either of the two black 
donation boxes. Donations can also be mailed to our physical address at 117 East Washington Street, East Peoria, IL 61611. Donors can 
also use PayPal or our website (gphop.org/donate) to give electronically. 

 
Thank you for helping to keep this prayer room sacred by ensuring conversations with others are brief and kindly reminding others to do 

the same. There is a large fellowship area downstairs if you would like to talk at length. 


