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I. Introduction. 

A. As with anything related to our walk with God, prayer is something we’ll never stop learning more about. It’s important to continually 
discover and then rediscover again and again the importance of prayer and its related principles. Jesus emphasized the importance of 
prayer in His teaching ministry while also noting its difficulty and our proneness to draw back from it. 

Luke 18:1 (NIV) | …Jesus told his disciples a parable to show them that they should always pray and not give up (quit). 

B. Along these lines, Jesus instructed the masses three times (in Matthew 6:5-7) with a “when you pray,” not an “if you pray.” 

C. One of the more important ways we keep developing and strengthening our prayer life is by rediscovering basic biblical truths, 
especially related to God’s character. The more we take time in the Word to understand who God is and what He’s done for us, we 
become more and more motivated to speak with Him regularly and at length. So, tonight, we’re going to look at a significant passage 
of Scripture which contains a number of key truths that help us to know the Lord better as well as pray with more motivation. 

II. Ephasians 2:1-10: Paul’s beautiful theological painting. 

Ephesians 2:1-10 (NIV) | As for you, you were dead in your transgressions and sins, 
2 

in which you used to live when you followed the ways 
of this world and of the ruler of the kingdom of the air, the spirit who is now at work in those who are disobedient. 

3 
All of us also lived 

among them at one time, gratifying the cravings of our flesh and following its desires and thoughts. Like the rest, we were by nature 
deserving of wrath. 

4 
But because of his great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, 

5 
made us alive with Christ even when we were dead in 

transgressions—it is by grace you have been saved. 
6 

And God raised us up with Christ and seated us with him in the heavenly realms in 
Christ Jesus, 

7 
in order that in the coming ages he might show the incomparable riches of his grace, expressed in his kindness to us in Christ 

Jesus. 
8 

For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of God— 
9 

not by works, so that 
no one can boast. 

10 
For we are God’s handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do. 

 
A. In just ten verses, the apostle Paul paints probably the clearest high-level depiction of hopeless life before Jesus, purposeful life with 

Jesus and what happened in the middle—what glorious events to place for us to pass from one end (death) of the redemptive 
spectrum to the other (life). The painting we’re shown is sort of like a doctrinal before, during and after brushed onto a theological 
canvas. Brother Paul walks us through key concepts related to our salvation and notes that everything is the result of God’s “great 
love.” What a marvelously beautiful painting, indeed! 

III. Truth that moves us to love God and pray with enthusiasm. 

A. God knew you were hopeless. He knew that you were spiritually dead and had literally zero chance of finding Him on your own. He 
knew you were unable to find the truest and most consequential kind of meaning in this life or the forgiveness of sins that would 
permit eternal life with Him in Heaven. 

B. God has great love for you. Not just love, but great love. He has real and strong affection for you. He thinks about you and feels actual 
emotions when He does. When you talk to Him, He genuinely enjoys it—just as when my kids talk to me I enjoy it. 

C. Because of this great love, God had mercy on you. Mercy is a word that describes God treating us with a very unusual type of 
kindness. It’s a kindness that is wholly unrelated to ourselves and entirely related to Him and His character. The mercy God had on us 
cannot be easily understood. It would be similar to the idea of the world’s wealthiest man giving His last penny to his lifelong sworn 
enemy. Though we were God’s enemies and the wrath of God was our just due, God decided to have mercy—and it was not based on 
anything we did or didn’t do; it was all because of Him. That deserves an amen 1,000 times over! 

D. God’s mercy is evident in a particular gift He has given us called grace. Though undeserving of it, God looked on us favorably—with a 
glad a countenance and a smile. Like a father eagerly giving a precious gift to a child on Christmas morning (simply because of his love 
for his child), He gave us the gift of grace. Grace is the inspiration upon our heart necessary to turn to Jesus in a genuine way. 

E. This gift of grace most adequately explains our salvation. Though there was a time and place in which we decided to follow Jesus, it 
wasn’t just us making the decision. It was God helping us make the decision. It was God initiating the whole thing in the first place. He 
gave us a gift that we opened and it led to our faith in Jesus. Though our choice to follow Jesus was really our own choice with our own 
free will, it was also a response to an incredibly benevolent gift-Giver who set the whole thing in motion in the first place. 

F. Our salvation is not by our works, but it is for works. God saved us so we could know Him and fulfill His purposes for our life. In other 
words, it’s important that you’re here. God has something for you to do that nobody else can quite do like He’s called you to do it. 
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Help me improve my notes! The first person to point out a legitimate mistake/typo on this document (during service) gets $1. 
 

Greater Peoria House of Prayer Announcements for August 24, 2018 
 
1. Welcome to the Greater Peoria House of Prayer… we’re glad you’re here and blessed to be worshipping God with you! Be sure to pick 

up the free materials at the back table in the prayer room or the desk near the front of the downstairs fellowship area, which includes 
teaching notes, stickers, pens, prayer cards and more. Daily schedule: We have morning prayer right here in this room seven days a 
week from 7-8 a.m. Monday - Friday and 8-9 a.m. Saturday and Sunday. We have afternoon prayer four days a week: Monday, 
Wednesday, Friday and Saturday from 11:30 a.m. - noon. We have evening prayer with live worship from 6-8 p.m. Monday - Saturday. 
On Friday’s, we have an extra prayer gathering from 10-11:30 a.m. Our Friday Encounter Night is from 6-9 p.m. and is our main 
corporate gathering each Friday evening featuring live worship and a teaching to inspire love for Jesus and prayer. 
 

2. UPCOMING EVENTS: 
a. Kids Prayer Night kicks off this Saturday, August 11 from 5-8 p.m.! This is a chance for mom and dad to have a date night 

while the little kids (ages 2-10) spend time with Jesus, pray and have some fun. Kids Prayer Night is once per month every 
second Saturday of the month. Sign up on our website under Kids Camp if you plan to bring your kiddos! 

 
3. Prayer room ministry opportunities: If you are interested in leading or ministering during a live worship set by singing, playing an 

instrument, prayer leading or behind the sound board, please contact us at info@gphop.org. We’d love to have you serve on one of 
our teams! Team ministry opportunities: If you feel the Lord has gifted you in the prophetic (or would like to grow in this gifting) and 
would consider helping on a prophetic team, send an email to info@gphop.org. Contact Mandy Kistner at mandykistner@yahoo.com if 
you would like to schedule a future healing ministry appointment or help out on the healing team. 

 
4. Missions: Please keep the following missionaries we support in prayer as well as be sensitive to their financial needs: Ashley Bucknam 

and Alicia Wright (ACTS School, Colorado Springs, CO); Tim and Blair Fraim (Florianopolis House of Prayer; Florianopolis, Brazil); Eric 
and Erin Simmons (Minnesota House of Prayer Network; Twin Cities, MN); Amy Dirks and Phil Kellenberger (International House of 
Prayer, Kansas City, MO). Also keep friends Tyler and Sarah Cook and family in prayer who are beginning a HOP in Ottawa, IL. 

 
5. Social media: Follow us on Facebook (Greater Peoria House of Prayer - GPHOP), Twitter (@GPHOPrayer), Instagram (@GPHOPrayer), 

Vimeo and YouTube for regular updates and inspiration. Use these social media sites to get the word out, share pictures, quotes you 
heard, etc. Contact Derek at derek@gphop.org if you’re interested in helping with GPHOP’s social media. 

 
6. Refuge ministry: There are several groups who use our facility for their ministry purposes. Please keep the following in prayer: 

Christian Business Men’s Connection Bible studies (Thursday mornings), Kinisi 424 senior worship leader meetings (monthly/as 
needed), kingdom business prayer groups (as needed), prophetic dance classes (as needed) and Sunday church gatherings (as needed). 

 
7. We provide free wifi to everyone here! The password for the GPHOP router is on the chalkboard in the downstairs fellowship area. 

You can also connect to either the CableWiFi or xfinitywifi routers if you have a personal Comcast account. 
 

8. Prayer requests: If you would like our community to pray for something specific, please submit it to info@gphop.org. 
 

9. Giving: If you have been blessed by the GPHOP and would like sow financially into the ministry, we would be more than blessed. You 
can give in cash, but if you would like to give to GPHOP with a check, please make it out to “Greater Peoria House of Prayer” or 
“GPHOP”—your gift is tax deductible. Thank you for your generosity! It’s helping make day and night prayer with worship possible in 
central Illinois. You can place your gift in the Saturday night offering during the 7 p.m. teaching or drop it in either of the two black 
donation boxes. Donations can also be mailed to our physical address at 117 East Washington Street, East Peoria, IL 61611. Donors can 
also use PayPal or our website (gphop.org/donate) to give electronically. 

 
Thank you for helping to keep this prayer room sacred by ensuring conversations with others are brief and kindly reminding others to do 

the same. There is a large fellowship area downstairs if you would like to talk at length. 


