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I. Introduction. 

A. I’ve been sharing for a few weeks on the theme of humility, which is probably the most essential character quality that you and I can 
pursue as Christians. I desire to raise up a community under the leadership of Jesus that learns to express love toward one another in a 
spirit of humility. Part 1 touched on our attitude toward one another during the prayer meeting. Part 2 touched on our attitude as it 
relates to remaining teachable as we learn more about God and His Word in greater depths. Part 3 touched on what our attitude 
should be as we learn to hear God’s voice, which is a result of our (private and corporate) prayer life. Tonight we’re looking at how we 
avoid the pitfall of hypocrisy and develop true Christlike authenticity. 

II. The biblical basis for personal humility. 

Matthew 11:28-30 | 
28 

“Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest. 
29 

Take my yoke upon you and learn 
from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 

30 
For my yoke is easy and my burden is light.” 

 
A. Jesus described Himself as being humble. If we’re looking at Christ, we’re looking at a humble Man. 

Zephaniah 2:3 (NIV) | Seek the LORD (together), all you humble of the land, you who do what he commands. Seek righteousness, seek 
humility; perhaps you will be sheltered on the day of the LORD’s anger. 
 
B. Zephaniah the prophet tells us that humility isn’t something that happens to us by accident. It’s not something we get on the fly. It’s 

something that we must consciously choose to go after in prayer and with our day to day lifestyle. It’s something we’re to think about, 
talk about, journal about, preach about, etc. 

James 4:6 | But He gives more grace. Therefore He says: “God resists the proud, But gives grace to the humble.” 
 
C. The more we go after humility, the more we become like what Jesus is like and reap the manifold benefits of having a heart like His 

(Matthew 11:29). One of the clearest biblical benefits of being humble is an increased measure of grace on our life. 

III. Specks, planks and the ditch of hypocrisy. 

Luke 6:39-42 | 39 And He spoke a parable to them: “Can the blind lead (leadership) the blind? Will they not both fall into the ditch? 
(Proverbs 16:18) 40 A disciple is not above his teacher, but everyone who is perfectly trained will be like his teacher. 41 And why do you look 
at the speck (small irritant) in your brother’s eye, but do not perceive the plank (large problem) in your own eye? 42 Or how can you say to 
your brother, ‘Brother, let me remove the speck that is in your eye,’ when you yourself do not see the plank that is in your own eye? 
Hypocrite! First remove the plank from your own eye, and then you will see clearly to remove the speck that is in your brother’s eye. 
 
A. Jesus taught this parable knowing the very real tendency in the human heart to become hypocritical (especially among leaders). What 

happens is unperceived pride begins develop and blind us to our own large personal sins (plank) while at the same time becoming 
overly concerned with the small irritants (specks) in others. 

B. Jesus is actually addressing how religious spirited people generally approach life—blind to their own shortcomings, but acutely aware 
of others’ shortcomings. The Lords condemns this way of approaching life and teaches a better way for us a Christians to live. 

C. Pastor Jesus advises us to consider and address the larger problem in our life that’s causing us to focus on all of these minor irritations 
in others. The more fixated we become minor irritations in others, the more it’s clear we have a plank, a large unperceived area of 
compromise. The humble heart is committed to removing its planks as a way of life before addressing others. 

D. It causes me to think of the story of Martha and Mary. Martha was so bothered by Mary’s lack of service, but the reality from God’s 
point of view was that Martha was dealing with unperceived issues including worries and offenses. (Luke 10:40-41) 

E. Homework assignment—let’s make this personal: 
 

 Who are some people who just really bother you? What about them bothers you so much? Try to think specifically. 

 Ask yourself during a time of reflection why they (or what they do) bothers you so much? Do you do those things too? 

 Ask yourself if the small irritants in others have become such a fixation that we no longer see our own sins. 

 Note: We don’t live in a place of constant introspection as Christians, but we do allow God to show us our faults. In my 
experience, God typically highlights the main one or maybe two issues to shore up in a given season of months and years, not 
dozens of things to work on every day or week. 
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Help me improve my notes! The first person to point out a legitimate mistake/typo on this document (during service) gets $1. 
 

Greater Peoria House of Prayer Announcements for August 3, 2018 
 
1. Welcome to the Greater Peoria House of Prayer… we’re glad you’re here and blessed to be worshipping God with you! Be sure to pick 

up the free materials at the back table in the prayer room or the desk near the front of the downstairs fellowship area, which includes 
teaching notes, stickers, pens, prayer cards and more. Daily schedule: We have morning prayer right here in this room seven days a 
week from 7-8 a.m. Monday - Friday and 8-9 a.m. Saturday and Sunday. We have afternoon prayer four days a week: Monday, 
Wednesday, Friday and Saturday from 11:30 a.m. - noon. We have evening prayer with live worship from 6-8 p.m. Monday - Saturday. 
On Friday’s, we have an extra prayer gathering from 10-11:30 a.m. Our Friday Encounter Night is from 6-9 p.m. and is our main 
corporate gathering each Friday evening featuring live worship and a teaching to inspire love for Jesus and prayer. 
 

2. UPCOMING EVENTS: 

 Kids Prayer Night kicks off next Saturday, August 11 from 5-8 p.m.! This is a chance for mom and dad to have a date night 
while the little kids (ages 2-10) spend time with Jesus, pray and have some fun. Kids Prayer Night is once per month every 
second Saturday of the month. Sign up on our website under Kids Camp if you plan to bring your kiddos! 
 

 Pastor Nihad Salman will be sharing with us during our August 17 Friday Encounter Night. Reverend Salman pastors the 
Immanuel Evangelical Church (IEC) in Bethlehem and has a remarkable testimony of God’s faithfulness. You won’t want to 
miss this gathering! 

 
3. Prayer room ministry opportunities: If you are interested in leading or ministering during a live worship set by singing, playing an 

instrument, prayer leading or behind the sound board, please contact us at info@gphop.org. We’d love to have you serve on one of 
our teams! Team ministry opportunities: If you feel the Lord has gifted you in the prophetic (or would like to grow in this gifting) and 
would consider helping on a prophetic team, send an email to info@gphop.org. Contact Mandy Kistner at mandykistner@yahoo.com if 
you would like to schedule a future healing ministry appointment or help out on the healing team. 

 
4. Missions: Please keep the following missionaries we support in prayer as well as be sensitive to their financial needs: Ashley Bucknam 

and Alicia Wright (ACTS School, Colorado Springs, CO); Tim and Blair Fraim (Florianopolis House of Prayer; Florianopolis, Brazil); Eric 
and Erin Simmons (Minnesota House of Prayer Network; Twin Cities, MN); Amy Dirks and Phil Kellenberger (International House of 
Prayer, Kansas City, MO). Also keep friends Tyler and Sarah Cook and family in prayer who are beginning a HOP in Ottawa, IL. 

 
5. Social media: Follow us on Facebook (Greater Peoria House of Prayer - GPHOP), Twitter (@GPHOPrayer), Instagram (@GPHOPrayer), 

Vimeo and YouTube for regular updates and inspiration. Use these social media sites to get the word out, share pictures, quotes you 
heard, etc. Contact Derek at derek@gphop.org if you’re interested in helping with GPHOP’s social media. 

 
6. Refuge ministry: There are several groups who use our facility for their ministry purposes. Please keep the following in prayer: 

Christian Business Men’s Connection Bible studies (Thursday mornings), Kinisi 424 senior worship leader meetings (monthly/as 
needed), kingdom business prayer groups (as needed), prophetic dance classes (as needed) and Sunday church gatherings (as needed). 

 
7. We provide free wifi to everyone here! The password for the GPHOP router is on the chalkboard in the downstairs fellowship area. 

You can also connect to either the CableWiFi or xfinitywifi routers if you have a personal Comcast account. 
 

8. Prayer requests: If you would like our community to pray for something specific, please submit it to info@gphop.org. 
 

9. Giving: If you have been blessed by the GPHOP and would like sow financially into the ministry, we would be more than blessed. You 
can give in cash, but if you would like to give to GPHOP with a check, please make it out to “Greater Peoria House of Prayer” or 
“GPHOP”—your gift is tax deductible. Thank you for your generosity! It’s helping make day and night prayer with worship possible in 
central Illinois. You can place your gift in the Saturday night offering during the 7 p.m. teaching or drop it in either of the two black 
donation boxes. Donations can also be mailed to our physical address at 117 East Washington Street, East Peoria, IL 61611. Donors can 
also use PayPal or our website to give electronically. 

 
Thank you for helping to keep this prayer room sacred by ensuring conversations with others are brief and kindly reminding others to do 

the same. There is a large fellowship area downstairs if you would like to talk at length. 


