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I. Introduction. 

A. As with anything related to our walk with God, prayer is something we’ll never stop learning more about. It’s important to continually 
discover and then rediscover again and again the importance of prayer and its related principles. Jesus emphasized the importance of 
prayer in His teaching ministry while also noting its difficulty and our proneness to draw back from it. 

Luke 18:1 (NIV) | …Jesus told his disciples a parable to show them that they should always pray and not give up (quit). 

Romans 8:26 (NIV) | In the same way, the Spirit helps us in our weakness. We do not know what we ought to pray for, but the Spirit 
himself intercedes for us through wordless groans. 

B. Tonight we’re going to look at Jesus’ teaching on prayer in Luke 11. Jesus gives us the Lord’s Prayer, a parable on persistence in prayer 
and insight into God’s heart toward us related to prayer. Each of these three sermonettes give us valuable understanding that helps us 
to continue advancing in our prayer life instead of stagnating or quiting altogether, which is what we’re prone to do. 

II. Jesus teaches key prayer themes (Luke 11:1-4). 

Luke 11:1-4 (NIV) | One day Jesus was praying in a certain place. When he finished, one of his disciples said to him, “Lord, teach us to pray, 
just as John taught his disciples.” 

2 
He said to them, “When you pray, say: “‘Father, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come. 

3 
Give us 

each day our daily bread. 4 Forgive us our sins, for we also forgive everyone who sins against us. And lead us not into temptation.’” 
 
A. Typically the Lord’s Prayer is viewed through a more traditional lens as something we sort of mindlessly read. But Jesus had much 

more in mind when he taught His disciples this prayer. More than He was giving them something to memorize and thoughtlessly 
repeat in formal settings, He was laying out critical themes to regularly consider in personal and corporate prayer settings. 

B. Jesus began with the fatherly and hallowed/holy nature of God and then continued on to themes such as the coming of His kingdom, 
personal needs, personal forgiveness, forgiving others and overcoming temptations. Keep especially in mind that when Jesus taught 
prayer, He taught that it begins with “Father.” Let’s me expound on that for a moment… 

III. Jesus teaches the importance of persisting in prayer (Luke 11:5-8). 

Luke 11:5-8 (NIV) | 5 Then Jesus said to them, “Suppose you have a friend, and you go to him at midnight and say, ‘Friend, lend me three 
loaves of bread; 6 a friend of mine on a journey has come to me, and I have no food to offer him.’ 7 And suppose the one inside answers, 
‘Don’t bother me. The door is already locked, and my children and I are in bed. I can’t get up and give you anything.’ 8 I tell you, even 
though he will not get up and give you the bread because of friendship, yet because of your shameless audacity (boldness, confidence, 
persistence [NKJV]) he will surely get up and give you as much as you need. 
 
A. Jesus teaches us something quite remarkable here. That sometimes our prayers are answered on the basis of our 

relationship/friendship with God, but other times it’s because we just keep asking so persistently. 

B. This persistence comes as a result of our confidence in God’s heart toward us. The more we know that God loves us with a special 
fatherly love, the more we will want to talk to Him and press Him for the answer we’re seeking. 

IV. Jesus teaches the importance of persisting in prayer (Luke 11:5-8). 

Luke 11:9-13 (NIV) | 9 “So I say to you: Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and the door will be opened to 
you. 10 For everyone who asks receives; the one who seeks finds; and to the one who knocks, the door will be opened. 11 “Which of you 
fathers, if your son asks for a fish, will give him a snake instead? 

12 
Or if he asks for an egg, will give him a scorpion? 

13 
If you then, though 

you are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your Father in heaven give the Holy Spirit to those who ask 
him!” 
 
A. Jesus concludes His teaching on prayer with further insight on the first point. He expounds on the word “Father” to show us what God 

the Father is like. 

B. The lesson here is essentially, “Keep praying because your Father is so good and loves to give good gifts!” 
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Help me improve my notes! The first person to point out a legitimate mistake/typo on this document (during service) gets $1. 
 

Greater Peoria House of Prayer Announcements for July 27, 2018 
 
1. Welcome to the Greater Peoria House of Prayer… we’re glad you’re here and blessed to be worshipping God with you! Be sure to pick 

up the free materials at the back table in the prayer room or the desk near the front of the downstairs fellowship area, which includes 
teaching notes, stickers, pens, prayer cards and more. Daily schedule: We have morning prayer right here in this room seven days a 
week from 7-8 a.m. Monday - Friday and 8-9 a.m. Saturday and Sunday. We have afternoon prayer four days a week: Monday, 
Wednesday, Friday and Saturday from 11:30 a.m. - noon. We have evening prayer with live worship from 6-8 p.m. Monday - Saturday. 
On Friday’s, we have an extra prayer gathering from 10-11:30 a.m. Our Friday Encounter Night is from 6-9 p.m. and is our main 
corporate gathering each Friday evening featuring live worship and a teaching to inspire love for Jesus and prayer. 
 

2. UPCOMING EVENTS: Kids Prayer Night launches this August 11. It will be every second Saturday night of the month from 5-8 p.m. It’s 
an opportunity for parents to drop of children ages 2-10 and have time for a date night while we pour into their little ones! 
 

3. Prayer room ministry opportunities: If you are interested in leading or ministering during a live worship set by singing, playing an 
instrument, prayer leading or behind the sound board, please contact us at info@gphop.org. We’d love to have you serve on one of 
our teams! Team ministry opportunities: If you feel the Lord has gifted you in the prophetic (or would like to grow in this gifting) and 
would consider helping on a prophetic team, send an email to info@gphop.org. Contact Mandy Kistner at mandykistner@yahoo.com if 
you would like to schedule a future healing ministry appointment or help out on the healing team. 

 
4. Missions: Please keep the following missionaries we support in prayer as well as be sensitive to their financial needs: Ashley Bucknam 

and Alicia Wright (ACTS School, Colorado Springs, CO); Tim and Blair Fraim (Florianopolis House of Prayer; Florianopolis, Brazil); Eric 
and Erin Simmons (Minnesota House of Prayer Network; Twin Cities, MN); Amy Dirks and Phil Kellenberger (International House of 
Prayer, Kansas City, MO). Also keep friends Tyler and Sarah Cook and family in prayer who are beginning a HOP in Ottawa, IL. 

 
5. Social media: Follow us on Facebook (Greater Peoria House of Prayer - GPHOP), Twitter (@GPHOPrayer), Instagram (@GPHOPrayer), 

Vimeo and YouTube for regular updates and inspiration. Use these social media sites to get the word out, share pictures, quotes you 
heard, etc. Contact Derek at derek@gphop.org if you’re interested in helping with GPHOP’s social media. 

 
6. Refuge ministry: There are several groups who use our facility for their ministry purposes. Please keep the following in prayer: 

Christian Business Men’s Connection Bible studies (Thursday mornings), Kinisi 424 senior worship leader meetings (monthly/as 
needed), kingdom business prayer groups (as needed), prophetic dance classes (as needed) and Sunday church gatherings (as needed). 

 
7. We provide free wifi to everyone here! The password for the GPHOP router is on the chalkboard in the downstairs fellowship area. 

You can also connect to either the CableWiFi or xfinitywifi routers if you have a personal Comcast account. 
 

8. Prayer requests: If you would like our community to pray for something specific, please submit it to info@gphop.org. 
 

9. Giving: If you have been blessed by the GPHOP and would like sow financially into the ministry, we would be more than blessed. You 
can give in cash, but if you would like to give to GPHOP with a check, please make it out to “Greater Peoria House of Prayer” or 
“GPHOP”—your gift is tax deductible. Thank you for your generosity! It’s helping make day and night prayer with worship possible in 
central Illinois. You can place your gift in the Saturday night offering during the 7 p.m. teaching or drop it in either of the two black 
donation boxes. Donations can also be mailed to our physical address at 117 East Washington Street, East Peoria, IL 61611. Donors can 
also use PayPal to give electronically. 

 
Thank you for helping to keep this prayer room sacred by ensuring conversations with others are brief and kindly reminding others to do 

the same. There is a large fellowship area downstairs if you would like to talk at length. 


