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I. Introduction. 

A. This is the third part of our series on becoming devoted to Jesus. Part 1 focused on the woman who poured the expensive perfume on 
Jesus and the extravagant nature of devotion. Part 2 focused on Mary sitting at Jesus’ feet in an attitude of prayerful nature of 
devotion (and some related insights). 

B. Tonight, for Part 3, we’re going to look at the story of the demon-possessed man whom Jesus delivered. 

C. Let’s read Luke 8:26-39. 

II. How the story applies to us. 

A. Before we met Jesus, we were bound by the chains of sinful, dark and demonic urges with no ability to get unchained. Jesus came to 
set us free from darkness and give us a new life marked by spiritual fervor, mental health and purpose. Those who are in Christ now 
have the ability to challenge the power of sin by means of grace. 

B. You may not be possessed tonight (like this man was), but you might feel oppressed in some way and/or have sin that you need to 
confess. We must always remember that Jesus offers freedom. By the grace of God, we can overcome the sins that so easily entangle 
us (Hebrews 12:1). 

C. Prayer is one of the chief means of God’s grace. We have the spiritual authority to rebuke the Devil’s oppression of our life through 
prayer (Mark 6:7, Luke 10:19, Jude 1:9) as well as the spiritual responsibility to renounce the sin in our life through confession (James 
5:16). 

III. Devotion and the process of experiencing wholeness. 

A. After the man with the Legion of demons was miraculously and instantly cured, there were three marked differences immediately: 

1. “Sitting at Jesus’ feet”—This speaks of a desire to be with God devotionally—developing a friendly relationship by simply 
listening to Him and cherishing His life-giving words. 

2. “Dressed”—This speaks of a desire for proper self-care/self-management and to do something corrective about the condition 
of spiritual nakedness we find ourselves in (Revelation 3:17). Being spiritually clothed refers to our choices/actions to do good 
(instead of bad) or respond in a Christlike way in situations (instead of fleshly). 

3. “In his right mind”—This speaks of mental health and freedom from the torment of a dark thought life. When we allow God 
to renew our mind and instill truthful thought patterns, it transforms our whole life (Romans 12:2), which leads to a whole 
life. 

B. Devotion, dressed, decent. It’s important to understand that these are three “symptoms” of encountering God. Like this man, we have 
these growing desires to be devoted to Jesus, get our spiritual act together and use our mind for good. What Jesus offered to this man 
instantly can also be our instantly, but usually it’s progressively—by making obedient, healthy decisions day in and day out that are in 
agreement with God’s Word. 

IV. Devotion and the knowledge of Jesus’ devotion to us. 

A. We likely won’t be more devoted than our understanding of Jesus’ devotion to us. In other words, our desire to be with Jesus 
devotionally must be rooted in knowing He’s already devoted to us and wants to be with us! Alas, the hang-up is never on His end. If 
we give Him time alone, He’s there—every single time. 

B. Before we loved God, He first loved us. Before we sought God, He sought us. Before we hungered for more of God, He hungered for 
more of us. When this truth fills our mind, that God is actively loving us, seeking us and desiring a closer relationship every day, it fuels 
and inspires our devotion to Him. Devotion then becomes a response to God’s loving desire for us instead of a religious and legalistic 
attempt to get God to notice us and love us (which we can’t even do since He already fully does). 

C. As I bring this message to a close, let’s be thinking about how God’s heart is to remove every obstacle to our relational devotion to 
Him. He died for us so that we could be close to Him, not just work for Him. He offers us the greatest wholeness. He knows how we 
tick because He’s the Creator and He made us. Let’s ask for the grace to be a people devoted to Jesus. The more we allow Him to draw 
us close, we become whole and useful for the purpose He made us for (Luke 8:38-39, Romans 12:1-2). Prayer and then Q&A. 
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Help me improve my notes! The first person to point out a legitimate mistake/typo on this document (during service) gets $1. 
 

Greater Peoria House of Prayer Announcements for June 1, 2018 
 
1. Welcome to the Greater Peoria House of Prayer… we’re glad you’re here and blessed to be worshipping God with you! Be sure to pick 

up the free materials at the back table in the prayer room or the desk near the front of the downstairs fellowship area, which includes 
teaching notes, stickers, pens, prayer cards and more. Daily schedule: We have morning prayer right here in this room seven days a 
week from 7-8 a.m. Monday - Friday and 8-9 a.m. Saturday and Sunday. We have afternoon prayer four days a week: Monday, 
Wednesday, Friday and Saturday from 11:30 a.m. - noon. We have evening prayer with live worship from 6-8 p.m. Monday - Saturday. 
On Friday’s, we have an extra prayer gathering from 10-11:30 a.m. Our Friday Encounter Night is from 6-9 p.m. and is our main 
corporate gathering each Friday evening featuring live worship and a teaching to inspire love for Jesus and prayer. 
 

2. UPCOMING EVENTS: Kids Camp 2018 for children ages 2-10 will be June 21-22! Check out our website for the details. 
 

3. Prayer room ministry opportunities: If you are interested in leading or ministering during a live worship set by singing, playing an 
instrument, prayer leading or behind the sound board, please contact us at info@gphop.org. We’d love to have you serve on one of 
our teams! Team ministry opportunities: If you feel the Lord has gifted you in the prophetic (or would like to grow in this gifting) and 
would consider helping on a prophetic team, send an email to info@gphop.org. Contact Mandy Kistner at mandykistner@yahoo.com if 
you would like to schedule a future healing ministry appointment or help out on the healing team. 

 
4. Missions: Please keep the following missionaries we support in prayer as well as be sensitive to their financial needs: Ashley Bucknam 

and Alicia Wright (ACTS School, Colorado Springs, CO); Tim and Blair Fraim (Florianopolis House of Prayer; Florianopolis, Brazil); Eric 
and Erin Simmons (Minnesota House of Prayer Network; Twin Cities, MN); Amy Dirks and Phil Kellenberger (International House of 
Prayer, Kansas City, MO). Also keep friends Tyler and Sarah Cook and family in prayer who are beginning a HOP in Ottawa, IL. 

 
5. Social media: Follow us on Facebook (Greater Peoria House of Prayer - GPHOP), Twitter (@GPHOPrayer), Instagram (@GPHOPrayer), 

Vimeo and YouTube for regular updates and inspiration. Use these social media sites to get the word out, share pictures, quotes you 
heard, etc. Contact Derek at derek@gphop.org if you’re interested in helping with GPHOP’s social media. 

 
6. Refuge ministry: There are several groups who use our facility for their ministry purposes. Please keep the following in prayer: 

Christian Business Men’s Connection Bible studies (Thursday mornings), Kinisi 424 senior worship leader meetings (monthly/as 
needed), kingdom business prayer groups (as needed), prophetic dance classes (as needed) and Sunday church gatherings (as needed). 

 
7. We provide free wifi to everyone here! The password for the GPHOP router is on the chalkboard in the downstairs fellowship area. 

You can also connect to either the CableWiFi or xfinitywifi routers if you have a personal Comcast account. 
 

8. Prayer requests: If you would like our community to pray for something specific, please submit it to info@gphop.org. 
 

9. Giving: If you have been blessed by the GPHOP and would like sow financially into the ministry, we would be more than blessed. You 
can give in cash, but if you would like to give to GPHOP with a check, please make it out to “Greater Peoria House of Prayer” or 
“GPHOP”—your gift is tax deductible. Thank you for your generosity! It’s helping make day and night prayer with worship possible in 
central Illinois. You can place your gift in the Saturday night offering during the 7 p.m. teaching or drop it in either of the two black 
donation boxes. Donations can also be mailed to our physical address at 117 East Washington Street, East Peoria, IL 61611. Donors can 
also use PayPal to give electronically. 

 
Thank you for helping to keep this prayer room sacred by ensuring conversations with others are brief and kindly reminding others to do 

the same. There is a large fellowship area downstairs if you would like to talk at length. 


