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I. The brief back story. 

A. We’re going to be looking at the book of Haggai for the next four weeks leading up to the Central Illinois Prayer Summit. There’s 
immense value in surveying the historical and future eschatological (end-time) implications of the book, but for this study I’m focusing 
mostly on the prophetic application—what I feel the Spirit is saying directly to us through the text. In doing so, I do not mean to 
minimize the legitimacy of these hermeneutical approaches, but to tackle them all simultaneously would take too long. 

B. The book of Haggai covers a four-month span in which the prophet successfully motivates and mobilizes the leaders and the people to 
restart and eventually finish building what would become the second temple (Zerubbabel’s temple). The first temple, Solomon’s 
temple, had been destroyed in 586 B.C. In 538 B.C., waves of Israelites had returned to Jerusalem to rebuild the temple following an 
edict from King Cyrus, but after a year of rebuilding, the people quit for various reasons. For the better part of 20 years they did 
nothing until Haggai was sent from God to stir them up to start building again in 520 B.C. 

C. Read Haggai 1:1-11. 

II. God addresses the main issues of why the people stopped rebuilding the temple. 

A. Issue #1 (v. 2): “Now is not the time.” Like He was in Haggai’s day, God is aware of the narrative in our churches and families. He 
knows that many are saying, “It’s not time for the Lord’s house (purposes) to be built.” After lengthy seasons of difficulty, setbacks and 
threats from enemies, it’s easy to think, as the Israelites did, that it’s not the time to do anything significant, but it is. 

B. Issue #2 (v. 3-4): “Misplaced priorities.” There was more concern among the people for their own houses and families than God 
Himself and His house, which becomes idolatry. When we care more for a normal, comfortable life than God Himself and His presence 
in our community, we have fallen far from grace and what Jesus died for on the cross. Right now, God’s presence is treated as 
something “nice to have” or something “on the side that would be neat,” but is not taken seriously at all really. 

III. God calls the people to consider the fruit of disillusionment and misplaces priorities. 

A. Fruit #1 (v. 5-6): “Much labor, nothing to show.” There was a very real sense of lack among the people and they knew it. Everything 
they did from planting, harvesting, eating, drinking, clothing, working all seemed to have a sense of lack, and there was. God’s blessing 
was not on them because there was not a temple in which they could worship in. When I think about central Illinois… 

B. Fruit #2 (v. 7-11): “God’s resistance.” When God makes clear to do something and we don’t do it, He resists what we choose to do 
(James 4:6, 1 Peter 5:5) because He loves us enough to step in when we choose second best. First best is 100 percent obedience to the 
revealed will of God. He doesn’t want us to have a comfortable life of disobedience; He want us to have a holy life of obedience. 

IV. Brothers and sisters, it’s time to build God’s house. 

A. Right now, the Holy Spirit is emphasizing to us, to our region and to the church nationwide and worldwide—whoever will listen—that 
He’s building His house, which is a people of prayer and worship (relationship and obedience). God Himself is seeking to restore the 
presence that has been lost among His people, His church. Acts 2 was the floor, not the ceiling, and we’re living in the basement. 

Matthew 16:18 | ...I will build My church, and the gates of Hades shall not prevail against it. 

 

Mark 11:17 | Then He taught, saying to them, “Is it not written, ‘My house shall be called a house of prayer for all nations’? But you have 
made it a ‘den of thieves.’” 
 
B. The Greater Peoria House of Prayer has a role to play in how Jesus is building His house right now in our region. We are called to build 

a 24/7 prayer and worship sanctuary as our role in the larger body of Christ—that’s our core mission that we will never deviate from. 
 

C. For the previous four years, God has led us as a gentle Shepherd. Tonight He calls us in a fresh way to confess in our hearts and with 
our lives, “It truly is time to build God’s house.” 
 

D. Note: God’s house is not just one building or one ministry, but our ministry is called to participate and fully obey as God builds His 
larger purposes. Also, I use temple, house and church almost interchangeably. The idea is that God is building both an individual (1 
Corinthians 6:19) and corporate people (1 Peter 2:5, 9). We are individually God’s temple and corporately God’s temple. Right now, 
the Lord is seeking to grow us into greater maturity so we can be all He wants us to be—a special people who glorifies Him through our 
transcendent lives of sacrificial worship and praise. 
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Help me improve my notes! The first person to point out a legitimate mistake/typo on this document (during service) gets $1. 
 

Greater Peoria House of Prayer Announcements for April 6, 2018 
 
1. Welcome to the Greater Peoria House of Prayer… we’re glad you’re here and blessed to be worshipping God with you! Be sure to pick 

up the free materials at the back table in the prayer room or the desk near the front of the downstairs fellowship area, which includes 
teaching notes, stickers, pens, prayer cards and more. Daily schedule: We have morning prayer right here in this room seven days a 
week from 7-8 a.m. Monday - Friday and 8-9 a.m. Saturday and Sunday. We have afternoon prayer four days a week: Monday, 
Wednesday, Friday and Saturday from 11:30 a.m. - noon. We have evening prayer with live worship from 6-8 p.m. Monday - Saturday. 
On Friday’s, we have an extra prayer gathering from 10-11:30 a.m. Our Friday Encounter Night is from 6-9 p.m. and is our main 
corporate gathering each Friday evening featuring live worship and a teaching to inspire love for Jesus and prayer. 
 

2. UPCOMING EVENTS: The 2
nd

 annual Central Illinois Prayer Summit will be May 4-5 (Friday and Saturday) at the Gateway Building in 
downtown Peoria. 
 

3. Prayer room ministry opportunities: If you are interested in leading or ministering during a live worship set by singing, playing an 
instrument, prayer leading or behind the sound board, please contact us at info@gphop.org. We’d love to have you serve on one of 
our teams! Team ministry opportunities: If you feel the Lord has gifted you in the prophetic (or would like to grow in this gifting) and 
would consider helping on a prophetic team, send an email to info@gphop.org. Contact Mandy Kistner at mandykistner@yahoo.com if 
you would like to schedule a future healing ministry appointment or help out on the healing team. 

 
4. Missions: Please keep the following missionaries we support in prayer as well as be sensitive to their financial needs: Ashley Bucknam 

and Alicia Wright (ACTS School, Colorado Springs, CO); Tim and Blair Fraim (Florianopolis House of Prayer; Florianopolis, Brazil); Eric 
and Erin Simmons (Minnesota House of Prayer Network; Twin Cities, MN); Amy Dirks and Phil Kellenberger (International House of 
Prayer, Kansas City, MO). Also keep friends Tyler and Sarah Cook and family in prayer who are beginning a HOP in Ottawa, IL. 

 
5. Social media: Follow us on Facebook (Greater Peoria House of Prayer - GPHOP), Twitter (@GPHOPrayer), Instagram (@GPHOPrayer), 

Vimeo and YouTube for regular updates and inspiration. Use these social media sites to get the word out, share pictures, quotes you 
heard, etc. Contact Derek at derek@gphop.org if you’re interested in helping with GPHOP’s social media. 

 
6. Refuge ministry: There are several groups who use our facility for their ministry purposes. Please keep the following in prayer: 

Christian Business Men’s Connection Bible studies (Thursday mornings), Kinisi 424 senior worship leader meetings (monthly/as 
needed), kingdom business prayer groups (as needed), prophetic dance classes (as needed) and Sunday church gatherings (as needed). 

 
7. We provide free wifi to everyone here! The password for the GPHOP router is on the chalkboard in the downstairs fellowship area. 

You can also connect to either the CableWiFi or xfinitywifi routers if you have a personal Comcast account. 
 

8. Prayer requests: If you would like our community to pray for something specific, please submit it to info@gphop.org. 
 

9. Giving: The prayer room budget is approximately $3,000 per month. If you have been blessed by the GPHOP and would like sow 
financially into the ministry, we would be more than blessed. You can give in cash, but if you would like to give to GPHOP with a check, 
please make it out to “Greater Peoria House of Prayer” or “GPHOP”—your gift is tax deductible. Thank you for your generosity! It’s 
helping make day and night prayer with worship possible in central Illinois. You can place your gift in the Saturday night offering during 
the 7 p.m. teaching or drop it in either of the two black donation boxes. Donations can also be mailed to our physical address at 117 
East Washington Street, East Peoria, IL 61611. Donors can also use PayPal to give electronically. 

 
Thank you for helping to keep this prayer room sacred by ensuring conversations with others are brief and kindly reminding others to do 

the same. There is a large fellowship area downstairs if you would like to talk at length. 


