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I. Recap of last week and introduction for tonight. 

A. Recap of last week’s message on the kindness of God the Father. We looked at His kindness when we will see Him face to face (wiping 
our tears), when we don’t see Him (His fatherly heart toward us in prayer) and in our worst moments (the parable of the prodigal son 
and how it shows us His heart in our seasons of weakness). 

B. Knowledge of God’s kindness is fundamental to understanding Him. It’s why He saves (Ephesians 2:7), how He calls people/groups to 
repentance (Romans 2:4), how He treats people and how we are to treat people (Galatians 5:22). The kindness of God is foundational 
to many spiritual and kingdom realities and is something the Scriptures explicitly call us to consider and continue in (Romans 11:22). 
The whole of Scripture makes clear that God has tender affection for all of His sons and daughters who are in Christ. Though He is the 
all-powerful and holy Creator, He is also the all-patient and humble Father who relates to us with sympathy and tender mercy. 

II. The kindness of God in His motivation to bless us, make us fruitful and lead us toward success. 

A. God gave us His commands (in the Bible, both Old and New Testaments) with a heart to bless and reward our life. As the good Father 
that He is, He made sure to communicate clearly a way of life that would maximize our personal freedom, success and spiritual vitality. 
He did not leave us ignorantly chained to the burdensome consequences of disobedience to God’s laws. This is incredibly kind when 
you really think about it. 

1 John 5:3 | For this is the love of God, that we keep His commandments. And His commandments are not burdensome. 

B. The fact that God wants to bless and reward our life couldn’t be any more pronounced than in the beatitudes. It’s my opinion that the 
beatitudes in Jesus’ well-known Sermon on the Mount most clearly reveal His heart toward us as well as most succinctly describe the 
practical outworking of what New Testament Christian faith looks like. Again, in other words, Jesus really wants us to live blessed lives 
and He encapsulates how to do it in these short phrases. 

Matthew 5:1-12 | …He went up on a mountain, and when He was seated His disciples came to Him. 2 Then He opened His mouth and 
taught them, saying: 3 “Blessed are the poor in spirit, For theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 4 Blessed are those who mourn, For they shall be 
comforted. 5 Blessed are the meek, For they shall inherit the earth. 6 Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, For they 
shall be filled. 7 Blessed are the merciful, For they shall obtain mercy. 8 Blessed are the pure in heart, For they shall see God. 
9 Blessed are the peacemakers, For they shall be called sons of God. 10 Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, For 
theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 11 “Blessed are you when they revile and persecute you, and say all kinds of evil against you falsely for My 
sake. 12 Rejoice and be exceedingly glad, for great is your reward in heaven, for so they persecuted the prophets who were before you. 
 
III. The kindness of God in giving us commands that eventually become who we are, an authentic part of our character. 

A. STORY: I played many sports growing up and had many different coaches. The best coaches challenged me to be my best and worked 
with me to get there. They gave me drills to do repeatedly that would eventually become who I was as a player so that it was natural in 
a game. They gave me “commands” that would eventually “become” a part of me as a player. Our walk with God is similar to this. 

B. The fundamental intention of God’s heart isn’t that we would see the Bible as 1,000 plus commands we have to keep track of and 
perform, but a few overarching value systems to pray into, choose by faith and eventually become like over time. 

C. The beatitudes give us insight into these few overarching value systems such as humility, mercy, purity of heart and spiritual hunger. 
When we align ourselves with these high-level themes, instead of worrying about “all the things in the Bible I have to try to do,” we 
enter into a more relaxed and peaceful relationship with Jesus—and mature much more quickly. The beatitudes touch on three 
primary realities: 1) how we carry our heart in our daily life, 2) how we relate to other people and 3) how we respond when we’re 
wronged/mistreated. These three realities touch nearly every aspect of our life and practically show us what love looks like. 

D. STORY: I played lots of hockey growing up. Though there is much to the game, my coaches emphasized core things that would improve 
every other aspect of our ability. Also, as I matured as a player, I started to love to practice and would even practice on my own. I 
enjoyed getting better. It was no longer because of my coach’s “commands,” but my love for the game. I would train and practice all 
sorts of ways, but would “religiously” focus on those few main things (skating, stick handling, etc.) to maximize my potential. 

IV. The kindness of God in shepherding us toward real freedom—emotionally, mentally, spiritually and more. 

John 8:31-32 | 31 Then Jesus said to those Jews who believed Him, “If you abide in My word, you are My disciples indeed. 32 And you shall 
know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.” 
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Help me improve my notes! The first person to point out a legitimate mistake/typo on this document (during service) gets $1. 
 

Greater Peoria House of Prayer Announcements for March 30, 2018 
 
1. Welcome to the Greater Peoria House of Prayer… we’re glad you’re here and blessed to be worshipping God with you! Be sure to pick 

up the free materials at the back table in the prayer room or the desk near the front of the downstairs fellowship area, which includes 
teaching notes, stickers, pens, prayer cards and more. Daily schedule: We have morning prayer right here in this room seven days a 
week from 7-8 a.m. Monday - Friday and 8-9 a.m. Saturday and Sunday. We have afternoon prayer four days a week: Monday, 
Wednesday, Friday and Saturday from 11:30 a.m. - noon. We have evening prayer with live worship from 6-8 p.m. Monday - Saturday. 
On Friday’s, we have an extra prayer gathering from 10-11:30 a.m. Our Friday Encounter Night is from 6-9 p.m. and is our main 
corporate gathering each Friday evening featuring live worship and a teaching to inspire love for Jesus and prayer. 
 

2. UPCOMING EVENTS: The 2nd annual Central Illinois Prayer Summit will be May 4-5 (Friday and Saturday) at the Gateway Building in 
downtown Peoria. 
 

3. Prayer room ministry opportunities: If you are interested in leading or ministering during a live worship set by singing, playing an 
instrument, prayer leading or behind the sound board, please contact us at info@gphop.org. We’d love to have you serve on one of 
our teams! Team ministry opportunities: If you feel the Lord has gifted you in the prophetic (or would like to grow in this gifting) and 
would consider helping on a prophetic team, send an email to info@gphop.org. Contact Mandy Kistner at mandykistner@yahoo.com if 
you would like to schedule a future healing ministry appointment or help out on the healing team. 

 
4. Missions: Please keep the following missionaries we support in prayer as well as be sensitive to their financial needs: Ashley Bucknam 

and Alicia Wright (ACTS School, Colorado Springs, CO); Tim and Blair Fraim (Florianopolis House of Prayer; Florianopolis, Brazil); Eric 
and Erin Simmons (Minnesota House of Prayer Network; Twin Cities, MN); Amy Dirks and Phil Kellenberger (International House of 
Prayer, Kansas City, MO). Also keep friends Tyler and Sarah Cook and family in prayer who are beginning a HOP in Ottawa, IL. 

 
5. Social media: Follow us on Facebook (Greater Peoria House of Prayer - GPHOP), Twitter (@GPHOPrayer), Instagram (@GPHOPrayer), 

Vimeo and YouTube for regular updates and inspiration. Use these social media sites to get the word out, share pictures, quotes you 
heard, etc. Contact Derek at derek@gphop.org if you’re interested in helping with GPHOP’s social media. 

 
6. Refuge ministry: There are several groups who use our facility for their ministry purposes. Please keep the following in prayer: 

Christian Business Men’s Connection Bible studies (Thursday mornings), Kinisi 424 senior worship leader meetings (monthly/as 
needed), kingdom business prayer groups (as needed), prophetic dance classes (as needed) and Sunday church gatherings (as needed). 

 
7. We provide free wifi to everyone here! The password for the GPHOP router is on the chalkboard in the downstairs fellowship area. 

You can also connect to either the CableWiFi or xfinitywifi routers if you have a personal Comcast account. 
 

8. Prayer requests: If you would like our community to pray for something specific, please submit it to info@gphop.org. 
 

9. Giving: The prayer room budget is approximately $3,000 per month. If you have been blessed by the GPHOP and would like sow 
financially into the ministry, we would be more than blessed. You can give in cash, but if you would like to give to GPHOP with a check, 
please make it out to “Greater Peoria House of Prayer” or “GPHOP”—your gift is tax deductible. Thank you for your generosity! It’s 
helping make day and night prayer with worship possible in central Illinois. You can place your gift in the Saturday night offering during 
the 7 p.m. teaching or drop it in either of the two black donation boxes. Donations can also be mailed to our physical address at 117 
East Washington Street, East Peoria, IL 61611. Donors can also use PayPal to give electronically. 

 
Thank you for helping to keep this prayer room sacred by ensuring conversations with others are brief and kindly reminding others to do 

the same. There is a large fellowship area downstairs if you would like to talk at length. 


