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I. Recap. 

A. Recap of last week’s message on the kindness of Jesus toward our spiritual weakness (Thomas, Peter, Nathanael, etc.). 

II. Introduction to tonight’s message. 

A. Knowledge of God’s kindness is fundamental to understanding Him. It’s why He saves (Ephesians 2:7), how He calls people/groups to 
repentance (Romans 2:4), how He treats people and how we are to treat people (Galatians 5:22). The kindness of God is a 
foundational reality to many spiritual and kingdom realities and is something the Scriptures explicitly call us to consider and continue 
in (Romans 11:22). 

III. Paul’s treatise on the kindness of God in Christ. 

Ephesians 2:1-10 (NIV) “As for you, you were dead in your transgressions and sins, 2 in which you used to live when you followed the ways 
of this world and of the ruler of the kingdom of the air, the spirit who is now at work in those who are disobedient. 

3 
All of us also lived 

among them at one time, gratifying the cravings of our flesh and following its desires and thoughts. Like the rest, we were by nature 
deserving of wrath. 4 But because of his great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, 5 made us alive with Christ even when we were dead in 
transgressions—it is by grace you have been saved. 6 And God raised us up with Christ and seated us with him in the heavenly realms in 
Christ Jesus, 7 in order that in the coming ages he might show the incomparable riches of his grace, expressed in his kindness to us in Christ 
Jesus. 8 For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of God— 9 not by works, so that 
no one can boast. 

10 
For we are God’s handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do.” 

A. God gave us the free gift of salvation (grace) even though we did not deserve it (mercy) because He decided to like us (kindness). (This 
is unbelievable!) The reason for this is somewhat known and somewhat unkown. But the fact is, somewhere in the ancient vaults of 
eternity past, God thought of you, chose to like you, make you and reveal Christ to you. He did this so you could know Him now and for 
the ages to come. He did this even though you were completely unworthy of it and could never do anything to become worthy of it. 
God, in His kindness, simply chose you. And that’s how you chose Him. 

IV. God’s kindness and its impact on our prayer life. 

A. Knowing the kindness of God motivates prayer because of the simple fact that we tend toward talking to Him more when we know He 
enjoys us, just as it is with any other person. In fact, God actually designed our human nature to work like this. When we see the 
kindness of God toward us by revelation (when the Spirit illuminates a biblical truth to our heart), it frees up our heart from anything 
that would hinder frequent prayerful dialogue with Him. 

B. It’s very difficult to maintain a strong, long-term devotional/prayer life if we think God is mean and harsh. 

V. God’s kindness and its impact on our religious tendencies. 

A. The Scriptures exhort us to work out our salvation with fear and trembling (Philippians 2:12). Some have this notion, however, that 
we’re saved by grace through faith, but from there on out we have to get into a works (“work out”) mentality to please God with what 
we do. This becomes an unbearable trap, especially for communities like this one (house of prayer) that place a high value on “being 
dedicated.” We can do all of the right things for all of the wrong reasons. Many do this, burn out and even fall away from God. 

B. The truth, though, is that we’re saved by grace though faith, and we work out our salvation by grace through faith. We do not do 
prayer times, give our money away, evangelize, etc. to get God to be pleased with us or like us more. We do these things knowing He’s 
already pleased with us and loves us fully. 

C. The kindness of God is a death sentence to the religious spirit prevalent in the church today. Deep down in their hearts, so many 
Christians are bartering with God to do things for them because of what they do for Him. “God, I’ll do prayer meetings if you give me 
money. I’ll go to church regularly if you bless my business or give me promotions.” This is common, but very unhealthy. God wants us 
to stop bartering with Him and starts understanding we’ve been brought into a relationship founded upon a gracious and merciful 
kindness. We don’t earn. We just learn to receive and enjoy what been freely given. It’s a subtle, but completely life-changing 
revelation that brings about tremendous inner peace, motivates us to stay devoted and helps us to mature more quickly. 

D. The difference between God’s grace and kindness? The grace of God is like a precisely cut diamond, and the kindness of God is like 
the beautiful light radiating from its many sides. The grace of God is like a warm smile of acceptance and favor, and the kindness of 
God is the extra twinkle in those delighted and approving eyes. The grace of God is the like a gift of inestimable value from one’s 
father, and the kindness of God is like an attached card that reads, “Just because I love so much, son (daughter).” 
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Help me improve my notes! The first person to point out a legitimate mistake/typo on this document during service gets $1. 
 

Greater Peoria House of Prayer Announcements for March 16, 2018 
 
1. Welcome to the Greater Peoria House of Prayer… we’re glad you’re here and blessed to be worshipping God with you! Be sure to pick 

up the free materials at the back table in the prayer room or the desk near the front of the downstairs fellowship area, which includes 
teaching notes, stickers, pens, prayer cards and more. Daily schedule: We have morning prayer right here in this room seven days a 
week from 7-8 a.m. Monday - Friday and 8-9 a.m. Saturday and Sunday. We have afternoon prayer four days a week: Monday, 
Wednesday, Friday and Saturday from 11:30 a.m. - noon. We have evening prayer with live worship from 6-8 p.m. Monday - Saturday. 
On Friday’s, we have an extra prayer gathering from 10-11:30 a.m. Our Friday Encounter Night is from 6-9 p.m. and is our main 
corporate gathering each Friday evening featuring live worship and a teaching to inspire love for Jesus and prayer. 
 

2. UPCOMING EVENTS: The 2nd annual Central Illinois Prayer Summit will be May 4-5 (Friday and Saturday) at the Gateway Building in 
downtown Peoria. 
 

3. Prayer room ministry opportunities: If you are interested in leading or ministering during a live worship set by singing, playing an 
instrument, prayer leading or behind the sound board, please contact us at info@gphop.org. We’d love to have you serve on one of 
our teams! Team ministry opportunities: If you feel the Lord has gifted you in the prophetic (or would like to grow in this gifting) and 
would consider helping on a prophetic team, send an email to info@gphop.org. Contact Mandy Kistner at mandykistner@yahoo.com if 
you would like to schedule a future healing ministry appointment or help out on the healing team. 

 
4. Missions: Please keep the following missionaries we support in prayer as well as be sensitive to their financial needs: Ashley Bucknam 

and Alicia Wright (ACTS School, Colorado Springs, CO); Tim and Blair Fraim (Florianopolis House of Prayer; Florianopolis, Brazil); Eric 
and Erin Simmons (Minnesota House of Prayer Network; Twin Cities, MN); Amy Dirks and Phil Kellenberger (International House of 
Prayer, Kansas City, MO). Also keep friends Tyler and Sarah Cook and family in prayer who are beginning a HOP in Ottawa, IL. 

 
5. Social media: Follow us on Facebook (Greater Peoria House of Prayer - GPHOP), Twitter (@GPHOPrayer), Instagram (@GPHOPrayer), 

Vimeo and YouTube for regular updates and inspiration. Use these social media sites to get the word out, share pictures, quotes you 
heard, etc. Contact Derek at derek@gphop.org if you’re interested in helping with GPHOP’s social media. 

 
6. Refuge ministry: There are several groups who use our facility for their ministry purposes. Please keep the following in prayer: 

Christian Business Men’s Connection Bible studies (Thursday mornings), Kinisi 424 senior worship leader meetings (monthly/as 
needed), Garage Thinkers kingdom entrepreneurialism class (as needed), prophetic dance classes (as needed) and Sunday church 
gatherings (as needed). 

 
7. We provide free wifi to everyone here! The password for the GPHOP router is on the chalkboard in the downstairs fellowship area. 

You can also connect to either the CableWiFi or xfinitywifi routers if you have a personal Comcast account. 
 

8. Prayer requests: If you would like our community to pray for something specific, please submit it to info@gphop.org. 
 

9. Giving: The prayer room budget is approximately $3,000 per month. If you have been blessed by the GPHOP and would like sow 
financially into the ministry, we would be more than blessed. You can give in cash, but if you would like to give to GPHOP with a check, 
please make it out to “Greater Peoria House of Prayer” or “GPHOP”—your gift is tax deductible. Thank you for your generosity! It’s 
helping make day and night prayer with worship possible in central Illinois. You can place your gift in the Saturday night offering during 
the 7 p.m. teaching or drop it in either of the two black donation boxes. Donations can also be mailed to our physical address at 117 
East Washington Street, East Peoria, IL 61611. Donors can also use PayPal to give electronically. 

 
Thank you for helping to keep this prayer room sacred by ensuring conversations with others are brief and kindly reminding others to do 

the same. There is a large fellowship area downstairs if you would like to talk at length. 


