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I. Introduction. 

A. Last week I shared about how Jesus is far greater than we think he is. The same goes with the Father and the Holy Spirit. God is one 
God expressed as three persons—God the Father, God the Son and God the Spirit. God is vastly more incredible than our limited 
human comprehension is able know now or ever. 

B. Tonight we’re going to focus on the Holy Spirit’s greatness and His role in our life and the ministry. 

II. God’s Spirit in the ministry. 

“If you want to build a ship, don’t drum up the men to gather wood, divide the work, and give orders. Instead, teach them to yearn for the 
vast and endless sea.” — Antoine de Saint-Exupery 
 
A. Building the Greater Peoria House of Prayer into a 24/7 house of prayer could be likened to building a giant boat. And the way we build 

it is not mostly by keen administration or ministry savvy, but mostly by teaching people to yearn for the vast and endless sea that is 
God Himself. 
 

B. The greater that God is to us in our heart and mind, the more that the idea of continual worship, prayer, devotion and adoration 
makes perfect joyful sense instead of seeming odd or extreme (See Revelation 4:6-8). The idea of endless prayer and worship becomes 
a glorious privilege instead of a religious burden. 
 

Zechariah 4:6 | …“This is the word of the LORD to Zerubbabel: ‘Not by might nor by power, but by My Spirit,’ Says the LORD of hosts. 
 

C. Similar to how God spoke to Zerubbabel that the Spirit of God was going to help him rebuild the temple in His generation, God is 
saying to our generation that He is going to rebuild His temple/house of prayer worldwide by the power of the Spirit. Praise God we 
don’t have to worry if we’re smart enough, strong enough or influential enough to do it. God is going to help us by the Holy Spirit to 
build His house of prayer here in central Illinois, which includes the Greater Peoria House of Prayer. (God’s house of prayer is the 
praying church in the entire region.) 

 
III. God’s Spirit in our personal life. 

John 14:12-14 | 12 “Most assuredly, I say to you, he who believes in Me, the works that I do he will do also; and greater works than these he 
will do, because I go to My Father. 13 And whatever you ask in My name, that I will do, that the Father may be glorified in the Son. 14 If you 
ask anything in My name, I will do it. 
 

John 16:7 | Nevertheless I tell you the truth. It is to your advantage that I go away; for if I do not go away, the Helper will not come to you; 
but if I depart, I will send Him to you. 
 

A. Jesus was indicating there would be greater works possible than even He did because He was going physically to the Father and the 
Holy Spirit was going to come. Admittedly, this is a theological mystery. 

B. What we can understand, thought, is that Jesus set the stage for His disciples to understand that following Jesus was no longer going 
to be a physical relationship, but a spiritual one—a relationship with God through His Spirit. Amazingly, He said this was better, or 
more advantageous, than Him physically being on earth to lead them and teach them! 

C. My advice is to begin the habit of speaking directly to the Holy Spirit knowing that He indwells you. Develop a relationship with Him 
like you would with any person. Paul the apostle called this the “fellowship/communion of the Spirit” (Philippians 2:1, 2 Corinthians 
13:14). 

D. Though it’s not wrong to pray to the Father or the Son in any situation, there’s something about honoring and emphasizing who Jesus 
said would help us that propels us further. So much more could be said about the Spirit, but time fails. 

“The Holy Spirit is a living person, and we can know Him and fellowship with Him! We can whisper to Him, and out of a favorite verse of the 
Bible or a loved hymn, we hear His voice whispering back. Walking with the Spirit can become a habit. It is a gracious thing to strive to 
know the things of God through the Spirit of God in a friendship that passes the place where it has to be kept up by chatter.” — A. W. Tozer 
 
“The power of the Spirit will not be given to any mincing assent to pneumatological truth. The Holy Spirit cares not at all whether we write 
Him into our creeds in the back of our hymnals; He waits for our emphasis.” — A. W. Tozer 
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Help me improve my notes! The first person to point out a legitimate mistake/typo on this document during service gets $1. 
 

Greater Peoria House of Prayer Announcements for January 19, 2018 
 
1. Welcome to the Greater Peoria House of Prayer… we’re glad you’re here and blessed to be worshipping God with you! Be sure to pick 

up the free materials at the back table in the prayer room or the desk near the front of the downstairs fellowship area, which includes 
teaching notes, stickers, pens, prayer cards and more. Daily schedule: We have morning prayer right here in this room seven days a 
week from 7-8 a.m. Monday - Friday and 8-9 a.m. Saturday and Sunday. We have afternoon prayer four days a week: Monday, 
Wednesday, Friday and Saturday from 11:30 a.m. - noon. We have evening prayer with live worship from 6-8 p.m. Monday - Saturday. 
On Friday’s, we have an extra prayer gathering from 10-11:30 a.m. Our Friday Encounter Night is from 6-9 p.m. and is our main 
corporate gathering each Friday evening featuring live worship and a teaching to inspire love for Jesus and prayer. 
 

2. UPCOMING EVENTS: Stay tuned! More to come… 
 

3. Prayer room ministry opportunities: If you are interested in leading or ministering during a live worship set by singing, playing an 
instrument, prayer leading or behind the sound board, please contact us at info@gphop.org. We’d love to have you serve on one of 
our teams! Team ministry opportunities: If you feel the Lord has gifted you in the prophetic (or would like to grow in this gifting) and 
would consider helping on a prophetic team, send an email to info@gphop.org. Contact Mandy Kistner at mandykistner@yahoo.com if 
you would like to schedule a future healing ministry appointment or help out on the healing team. 

 
4. Missions: Please keep the following missionaries we support in prayer as well as be sensitive to their financial needs: Ashley Bucknam 

and Alicia Wright (ACTS School, Colorado Springs, CO); Tim and Blair Fraim (Florianopolis House of Prayer; Florianopolis, Brazil); Eric 
and Erin Simmons (Minnesota House of Prayer Network; Twin Cities, MN); Amy Dirks and Phil Kellenberger (International House of 
Prayer, Kansas City, MO). Also keep friends Tyler and Sarah Cook and family in prayer who are beginning a HOP in Ottawa, IL. 

 
5. Social media: Follow us on Facebook (Greater Peoria House of Prayer - GPHOP), Twitter (@GPHOPrayer), Instagram (@GPHOPrayer), 

Vimeo and YouTube for regular updates and inspiration. Use these social media sites to get the word out, share pictures, quotes you 
heard, etc. Contact Derek at derek@gphop.org if you’re interested in helping with GPHOP’s social media. 

 
6. Refuge ministry: There are several groups who use our facility for their ministry purposes. Please keep the following in prayer: 

Christian Business Men’s Connection Bible studies (Thursday mornings), Kinisi 424 senior worship leader meetings (monthly/as 
needed), Garage Thinkers kingdom entrepreneurialism class (as needed), prophetic dance classes (as needed) and Sunday church 
gatherings (as needed). 

 
7. We provide free wifi to everyone here! The password for the GPHOP router is on the chalkboard in the downstairs fellowship area. 

You can also connect to either the CableWiFi or xfinitywifi routers if you have a personal Comcast account. 
 

8. Prayer requests: If you would like our community to pray for something specific, please submit it to info@gphop.org. 
 

9. Giving: The prayer room budget is approximately $3,000 per month. If you have been blessed by the GPHOP and would like sow 
financially into the ministry, we would be more than blessed. You can give in cash, but if you would like to give to GPHOP with a check, 
please make it out to “Greater Peoria House of Prayer” or “GPHOP”—your gift is tax deductible. Thank you for your generosity! It’s 
helping make day and night prayer with worship possible in central Illinois. You can place your gift in the Saturday night offering during 
the 7 p.m. teaching or drop it in either of the two black donation boxes. Donations can also be mailed to our physical address at 117 
East Washington Street, East Peoria, IL 61611. Donors can also use PayPal to give electronically. 

 
Thank you for helping to keep this prayer room sacred by ensuring conversations with others are brief and kindly reminding others to do 

the same. There is a large fellowship area downstairs if you would like to talk at length. 


