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I. Introduction. 

A. Last weekend we hosted our first prophetic gathering called Hear and had a really positive turnout. Each of the four sessions were 
pretty much full and there were new visitors. There were a number of testimonies that struck me, but three stuck out in particular: 

 Testimony 1: God used the number 17 in an unusual way to remind us that His heart is for the unity of His church.  

 Testimony 2: A woman who was in much pain due to an arthritic condition said she was totally healed. 

 Testimony 3: After Tony Johnson shared his message he prayed for me and everyone in the room came around me and 
started putting money in my hand. A brother said to me that I need to just receive and that this was going to keep happening. 

II. Remembering the story of GPHOP. 

A. The way the GPHOP came about continues to blow my mind. I personally was not really seeking to lead a house of prayer until during a 
time of coffee with a friend in December of 2011 and a 31 day period in July of 2012 in which the Lord made it very clear that my life 
was about to go through transition and that it was in transition. 
 

B. God was indicating that I was leaving the corporate world for the prayer world and beginning full-time ministry. I prayed secretly for a 
building as a confirmation (telling nobody) and was contacted shortly thereafter about this facility. It remains to me one of the most 
stunning confirmations I’ve ever personally experienced. 
 

C. We had a Saturday night prayer room going every Saturday night after that and began praying mornings at this location in late 
December and eventually moved to a day and night prayer model in early first quarter of 2013. We’ve been doing day and night prayer 
meetings since then. This has been my first assignment—to establish day and night prayer meetings with live worship each night. 
 

D. These first four years, and the dynamics associated with it (i.e., low numbers, low finances, high turnover, etc.), has been the hardest 
ministry I’ve ever done. I probably would have quit if it were not for a couple of significant encounters with God. There are many 
stories of how God has met me here in this place to encourage me to keep going, but I’ll just share a couple for the sake of time. 
 

 Story 1: As I began this journey, God kept speaking through various people to not despise the small beginnings season. Many 
people unrelated to each other would tell me this. The most unusual one was outside of Avanti’s one night. 
 

 Story 2: The logo for the ministry was a crazy way in which God spoke and told me that He is listening and watching over me 
and the ministry. This was about 6-12 months in. 

 

 Story 3: A few months ago God allowed a series of events to unfold in which He emphasized 24/7 prayer once again. This is 
the burden He’s always placed on my heart, but this was a fresh reminder. Andrew Whalen sent me a dream, which was 
followed by a text message, which was followed by a woman outside a few days later—all talking about 24/7. I wrote a blog 
called “God Keeps Saying 24/7” if you want to read the full story. It’s on derekkistner.wordpress.com. 

 
III. Embracing, supporting and sowing into the GPHOP vision. 

A. What’s most needed right now to turn the corner and continue to do what God’s called us to do is to enthusiastically embrace what 
we’re called to do each step of the way, which will eventually lead to a 24/7 prayer sanctuary. We say that, “Jesus is our treasure. 
Prayer is our mission. Unity is our heart. Love is our way.” This is our grand vision. 
 

B. One of the most pressing needs is the finances of the ministry. To put it bluntly, very few people give regularly and it’s not sustainable 
right now. So if you believe in this ministry and the vision God has given us as a community, I would like to challenge you in a brotherly 
way to give sacrificially on a regular basis as you’re able. 

 
Philippians 4:17 | Not that I seek the gift, but I seek the fruit that abounds to your account. 
 
2 Corinthians 9:6-8 | 

6 
But this I say: He who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and he who sows bountifully will also reap 

bountifully. 
7 

So let each one give as he purposes in his heart, not grudgingly or of necessity; for God loves a cheerful giver. 
8 

And God is able 
to make all grace abound toward you, that you, always having all sufficiency in all things, may have an abundance for every good work. 
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Help me improve my notes! The first person to point out a legitimate mistake/typo on this document during service gets $1. 
 

Greater Peoria House of Prayer Announcements for November 10, 2017 
 
1. Welcome to the Greater Peoria House of Prayer… we’re glad you’re here and blessed to be worshipping God with you! Be sure to pick 

up the free materials at the back table in the prayer room or the desk near the front of the downstairs fellowship area, which includes 
teaching notes, stickers, pens, prayer cards and more. Daily schedule: We have morning prayer right here in this room seven days a 
week from 7-8 a.m. Monday - Friday and 8-9 a.m. Saturday and Sunday. We have afternoon prayer four days a week: Monday, 
Wednesday, Friday and Saturday from 11:30 a.m. - noon. We have evening prayer with live worship from 6-8 p.m. Monday - Saturday. 
On Friday’s, we have an extra prayer gathering from 10-11:30 a.m. Our Friday Encounter Night is from 6-9 p.m. and is our main 
corporate gathering each Friday evening featuring live worship and a teaching to inspire love for Jesus and prayer. 
 

2. CANCELLED: Hot Chocolate Heaven! We’re hosting our annual hot chocolate outreach during the East Peoria Parade of Lights. This 
year it’s Saturday, November 18 (always the Saturday before Thanksgiving). Try to be here at 5 p.m. because they start to block off the 
streets soon after. Please let Derek know if you’d like to help out as we’ll need assistance with setup, passing out hot chocolate, 
cleanup, etc. 
 

3. Prayer room ministry opportunities: If you are interested in leading or ministering during a live worship set by singing, playing an 
instrument, prayer leading or behind the sound board, please contact us at info@gphop.org. We’d love to have you serve on one of 
our teams! Team ministry opportunities: If you feel the Lord has gifted you in the prophetic (or would like to grow in this gifting) and 
would consider helping on a prophetic team, send an email to info@gphop.org. Contact Mandy Kistner at mandykistner@yahoo.com if 
you would like to schedule a future healing ministry appointment or help out on the healing team. 

 
4. Missions: Please keep the following missionaries we support in prayer as well as be sensitive to their financial needs: Ashley Bucknam 

and Alicia Wright (ACTS School, Colorado Springs, CO); Tim and Blair Fraim (Florianopolis House of Prayer; Florianopolis, Brazil); Eric 
and Erin Simmons (Minnesota House of Prayer Network; Twin Cities, MN); Amy Dirks and Phil Kellenberger (International House of 
Prayer, Kansas City, MO). Also keep friends Tyler and Sarah Cook and family in prayer who are beginning a HOP in Ottawa, IL. 

 
5. Social media: Follow us on Facebook (Greater Peoria House of Prayer - GPHOP), Twitter (@GPHOPrayer), Instagram (@GPHOPrayer), 

Vimeo and YouTube for regular updates and inspiration. Use these social media sites to get the word out, share pictures, quotes you 
heard, etc. Contact Derek at derek@gphop.org if you’re interested in helping with GPHOP’s social media. 

 
6. Refuge ministry: There are several groups who use our facility for their ministry purposes. Please keep the following in prayer: 

Christian Business Men’s Connection Bible studies (Thursday mornings), Kinisi 424 senior worship leader meetings (monthly/as 
needed), Garage Thinkers kingdom entrepreneurialism class (as needed), prophetic dance classes (as needed) and Sunday church 
gatherings (as needed). 

 
7. We provide free wifi to everyone here! The password for the GPHOP router is on the white board in the downstairs fellowship area. 

You can also connect to either the CableWiFi or xfinitywifi routers if you have a personal Comcast account. 
 

8. Prayer requests: If you would like our community to pray for something specific, please submit it to info@gphop.org. 
 

9. Giving: The prayer room budget is approximately $3,000 per month and so far this month we’ve received $1,581.75 this month. If you 
have been blessed by the GPHOP and would like sow financially into the ministry, we would be more than blessed. You can give in 
cash, but if you would like to give to GPHOP with a check, please make it out to “Greater Peoria House of Prayer” or “GPHOP”—your 
gift is tax deductible. Thank you for your generosity! It’s helping make day and night prayer with worship possible in central Illinois. 
You can place your gift in the Saturday night offering during the 7 p.m. teaching or drop it in either of the two black donation boxes. 
Donations can also be mailed to our physical address at 117 East Washington Street, East Peoria, IL 61611. Donors can also use PayPal 
to give electronically. 

 
Thank you for helping to keep this prayer room sacred by ensuring conversations with others are brief and kindly reminding others to do 

the same. There is a large fellowship area downstairs if you would like to talk at length. 


