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I. Introduction. 

A. The story of the Syrophoenician woman in Matthew 15:21-28 (also in Mark 7:24-30) is one of the more remarkable stories in the Bible 
related to prayer. It gives us a significant amount of insight into how God arranges circumstances in order to give opportunity for our 
prayers to be effectual—especially the critically urgent prayers in times of crisis.  

B. It’s important to understand that the way this story plays out typically represents periods of time that are perhaps even lengthy 
seasons for us. I believe we’re afforded this aspect of Jesus’ ministry in the canonized biblical narrative in order to discern God’s 
motivation toward us in the uncertain and desperate times of need. We must remember He’s molding our inward man/woman like a 
potter with clay through each and every season, including times of desperation or uncertainty. 

Matthew 15:21-28 | 
21 

Then Jesus went out from there and departed to the region of Tyre and Sidon. 
22 

And behold, a woman of Canaan 
came from that region and cried out to Him, saying, “Have mercy on me, O Lord, Son of David! My daughter is severely demon-possessed.” 
23 

But He answered her not a word. And His disciples came and urged Him, saying, “Send her away, for she cries out after us.” 
24 

But He 
answered and said, “I was not sent except to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.” 

25 
Then she came and worshiped Him, saying, “Lord, 

help me!” 
26 

But He answered and said, “It is not good to take the children’s bread and throw it to the little dogs.” 
27 

And she said, “Yes, 
Lord, yet even the little dogs eat the crumbs which fall from their masters’ table.” 28 Then Jesus answered and said to her, “O woman, 
great is your faith! Let it be to you as you desire.” And her daughter was healed from that very hour. 
 

II. The crisis. 

22 | …a woman of Canaan came from that region and cried out to Him, saying, “Have mercy on me, O Lord, Son of David! My daughter is 
severely demon-possessed.” 
 
A. There’s simply no pain in the world like watching your own child suffer through sickness or some kind of demonic oppression. Yet, God 

will use the difficulty with our children to move us closer to Him—to find Him in the agony of the enemy’s assault on the family. 
 

B. The woman does what she needs to do—she runs to Jesus prayerfully and urgently despite Jew/Gentile tension. But… 
 

III. Jesus is silent. 

(First, as a side note, I want to encourage families to pray fervently and regularly any time there is sickness of any kind in the family. Never 
accept so much as a cold. Believe Jesus not only can but wants to heal everything. This is the approach we take in my family.) 
 
23 | But He answered her not a word… 

A. Being in a crisis (especially a family-related one such as with a child) is hard enough, but then when a fervent season of prayer is 
seemingly met with total silence, it can honestly be mentally and emotionally crushing. And as if being in a crisis and then being met 
with silence after fervently seeking God isn’t bad enough, then… 

IV. Jesus’ leaders seem indifferent. 

23 | …His disciples came and urged Him, saying, “Send her away, for she cries out after us.” 
 
A. Jesus’ disciples were bothered by this woman likely due to the fact that she was incessant (and perhaps fanatical) in her request 

combined with the fact that she was a Greek/Gentile, not Jewish. The account in Mark tells us she was born in Syrian Phoenecia. 
 

V. (24) Jesus breaks His silence with a difficult message. But the woman worships and prays again (25). 

VI. (26) Jesus speaks a second time with an even more difficult message. She again responds prayerfully with humility and faith (27). 

VII. (28) Jesus speaks a third time with the answer to her desired request. 

VIII. Why was all of this necessary? 

A. To give opportunity to respond rightly and to bring forth the kind of faith that moves Him to answer the urgent prayer for deliverance. 

B. Never quit praying! God’s silence is never the final word—it’s an invitation for us to contend until the answer fully manifests. 
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Help me improve my notes! The first person to point out a legitimate mistake/typo on this document during service gets $1. 
 

Greater Peoria House of Prayer Announcements for October 6, 2017 
 
1. Welcome to the Greater Peoria House of Prayer… we’re glad you’re here and blessed to be worshipping God with you! Be sure to pick 

up the free materials at the back table in the prayer room or the desk near the front of the downstairs fellowship area, which includes 
teaching notes, stickers, pens, prayer cards and more. Daily schedule: We have morning prayer right here in this room seven days a 
week from 7-8 a.m. Monday - Friday and 8-9 a.m. Saturday and Sunday. We have afternoon prayer four days a week: Monday, 
Wednesday, Friday and Saturday from 11:30 a.m. - noon. We have evening prayer with live worship from 6-8 p.m. Monday - Saturday. 
On Friday’s, we have an extra prayer gathering from 10-11:30 a.m. Our Friday Encounter Night is from 6-9 p.m. and is our main 
corporate gathering each Friday evening featuring live worship and a teaching to inspire love for Jesus and prayer. 
 

2. Upcoming events: On November 3-4, we’re hosting the Hear Gathering—our first prophetic gathering focused on what the Holy Spirit 
is saying now to the church in central Illinois. Stay tuned for more information on that front. We’re going to also start planning for our 
hot chocolate outreach during the Parade of Lights on Saturday, November 18 (always the Saturday before Thanksgiving). Please let 
Derek know if you’d like to help plan these events. 
 

3. Prayer room ministry opportunities: If you are interested in leading or ministering during a live worship set by singing, playing an 
instrument, prayer leading or behind the sound board, please contact us at info@gphop.org. We’d love to have you serve on one of 
our teams! Team ministry opportunities: If you feel the Lord has gifted you in the prophetic (or would like to grow in this gifting) and 
would consider helping on a prophetic team, send an email to info@gphop.org. Contact Mandy Kistner at mandykistner@yahoo.com if 
you would like to schedule a future healing ministry appointment or help out on the healing team. 

 
4. Missions: Please keep the following missionaries we support in prayer as well as be sensitive to their financial needs: Ashley Bucknam 

and Alicia Wright (ACTS School, Colorado Springs, CO); Tim and Blair Fraim (Florianopolis House of Prayer; Florianopolis, Brazil); Eric 
and Erin Simmons (Minnesota House of Prayer Network; Twin Cities, MN); Amy Dirks and Phil Kellenberger (International House of 
Prayer, Kansas City, MO). Also keep friends Tyler and Sarah Cook and family in prayer who are beginning a HOP in Ottawa, IL. 

 
5. Social media: Follow us on Facebook (Greater Peoria House of Prayer - GPHOP), Twitter/Periscope (@GPHOPrayer), Instagram 

(@GPHOPrayer), Vimeo, YouTube and Snapchat for regular updates and inspiration. Use these social media sites to get the word out, 
share pictures, quotes you heard, etc. Contact Derek at derek@gphop.org if you’re interested in helping with GPHOP’s social media. 

 
6. Refuge ministry: There are several groups who use our facility for their ministry purposes. Please keep the following in prayer: 

Christian Business Men’s Connection Bible studies (Thursday mornings), Kinisi 424 senior worship leader meetings (monthly/as 
needed), Garage Thinkers kingdom entrepreneurialism class (as needed), prophetic dance classes (as needed) and Sunday church 
gatherings (as needed). 

 
7. We provide free wifi to everyone here! The password for the GPHOP router is on the white board in the downstairs fellowship area. 

You can also connect to either the CableWiFi or xfinitywifi routers if you have a personal Comcast account. 
 

8. Prayer requests: If you have a prayer request that you would like our prayer teams to pray for regularly, please submit it to 
info@gphop.org. 

 
9. Giving: The minimum prayer room budget is about $3,600 per month. If you have been blessed by the GPHOP and would like sow 

financially into the ministry, we would be more than blessed. You can give in cash, but if you would like to give to GPHOP with a check, 
please make it out to “Greater Peoria House of Prayer” or “GPHOP”—your gift is tax deductible. Thank you for your generosity! It’s 
helping make day and night prayer with worship possible in central Illinois. You can place your gift in the Saturday night offering during 
the 7 p.m. teaching or drop it in the black donation box on the wall near the entrance to the prayer room. Donations can also be 
mailed to our physical address at 117 East Washington Street, East Peoria, IL 61611. We currently have two active financial campaigns: 
1) Operation 24+7: We’re believing for 31 families, churches, ministries, businesses and organizations to support the ministry at an 
average of $100 per month. This will help us meet our minimum monthly budget and ensure we continue to build toward a 24/7 
prayer sanctuary with live worship. 2) Spread the Word campaign to raise $5,000 specifically for video projects and website updates. 

 
Thank you for helping to keep this prayer room sacred by ensuring conversations with others are brief and kindly reminding others to do 

the same. There is a large fellowship area downstairs if you would like to talk at length. 


