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I. Introduction. 

A. Tonight, we’re continuing on our “Dream Bigger” and “Believe Bigger” theme that we’ve been on for a few months. I shared the 
concluding message at the Central Illinois Prayer Summit about God’s dream for central Illinois and how to live it out (recording and 
notes on gphop.org). We’re going to break down the four main points week by week. 

2 Chronicles 7:14 | if My people who are called by My name will humble themselves (humility), and pray (prayer) and seek My face 
(exclusive devotion), and turn from their wicked ways (repentance), then I will hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin and heal 
their land. 

B. God has a very real dream in His own heart to break into large geographic areas with healing and restoration that will touch all areas of 
society. This is the direction I believe He’s leading the church of central Illinois. There are four main components (humility, prayer, 
exclusive devotion and repentance) to living this dream that we’ll break down over the next four weeks. Tonight: exclusive devotion. 

C. To “seek My face” implies making the pursuit of God Himself our highest priority in life above all other endeavors and relationships. 
The author of Chronicles specifies “seek My face” in additional to “pray” as if to further emphasize that God wants humble people who 
pray with Him as their chief life priority. (They aren’t entirely synonymous.) Sometimes prayer is viewed as something we only mutter 
for a moment at the end of an exasperating day or in an emergency. What God’s inviting us into here isn’t just a little prayer here and 
prayer there type of relationship, but a resolute commitment to seeking Him above all else in life. (Remember: God wouldn’t ask us to 
do something we can’t do. By the grace of God, this life is not just possible, but a privilege that’s incredibly satisfying.) 

II. Seeking God’s Face 

Psalm 27:8 | When You said, “Seek My face,” My heart said to You, “Your face, LORD, I will seek.” 
 
A. In Psalm 27, David wrote of a word God gave him at some point in his life up to then about seeking the face of God. His response was, 

“Yes! I’ll do it… all of my life with all of my heart.” At least, that was the idea. This is the best possible response, of course. Many who 
are invited by the Lord to seek Him don’t say this, though. David went on to be known as the man after God’s own heart. (Acts 13:22) 

Acts 13:22 | …He raised up for them David as king, to whom also He gave testimony and said, ‘I have found David the son of Jesse, 
a man after My own heart, who will do all My will.’ (Extra: seeking God’s face (importance)  knowing God’s heart (intimacy)  doing 
all of God’s will (impact).) 

B. King David still made huge blunders in his life, but his heart had been set to seek God above all else. God had mercy on David in a 
unique way because David’s heart was uniquely set to seek God’s face above all else. Scripture is clear that God extends an increased 
measure of mercy toward those who seek to make Him their highest priority in life. (Deuteronomy 7:9) (The fundamental difference 
between Saul and David: David was committed to full obedience, made mistakes, repented toward God; Saul wasn’t committed to full 
obedience, made mistakes, regretted the consequences.) 

Deuteronomy 7:9 | Therefore know that the LORD your God, He is God, the faithful God who keeps covenant and mercy for a thousand 
generations with those who love Him and keep His commandments; 

C. What’s unusual about the word David received is that it required immense faith to believe He even could seek God’s face. After all, 
Moses was told directly by God that he couldn’t see God’s face and that if he did, he would die. (Exodus 33:19-23) God speaking to 
David to seek to see the face of God was interpreted by many, including Moses, as a fearful thing, even a death sentence. 

III. Seeing God’s Face 

2 Corinthians 4:6 | For it is the God who commanded light to shine out of darkness, who has shone in our hearts to give the light of the 
knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. 

 
A. God asks us to seek His face so that we see His face. What Moses was forbidden to see and David was commanded to search after we 

can freely see by the grace afforded under the New Covenant. In other words, New Testament Christianity affords us the invitation to 
see the face of God not only for a moment, but as a life pursuit. 
 

B. Seeking God’s face practically means: 1) Making it our chief priority (Matthew 6:33), 2) searching diligently for revelation in the Bible 
(Hebrews 11:6), 3) asking for supernatural encounters with God (Acts 2:17), and 4) understanding friendship with God is the end game 
(John 14-15). (This is not intended to be an exhaustive list, just a few practical thoughts.) 
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Help me improve my notes! The first person to point out a legitimate mistake/typo on this document during service gets a $1 bill. 
 

Greater Peoria House of Prayer Announcements for April 29, 2017 
 
1. Welcome to the Greater Peoria House of Prayer… we’re glad you’re here and blessed to be worshipping God with you! Be sure to pick 

up the free materials at the back table in the prayer room or the desk near the front of the downstairs fellowship area, which includes 
teaching notes, stickers, pens, prayer cards and more. Daily schedule: We have morning prayer right here in this room seven days a 
week from 7-8 a.m. Monday - Friday and 8-9 a.m. Saturday and Sunday. We have afternoon prayer four days a week: Monday, 
Wednesday, Friday and Saturday from 11:30 a.m. - noon. We also have evening prayer with worship from 6-8 p.m. Monday - Friday. 
On Friday’s, we have a women’s prayer gathering from 10-11:30 a.m. and a men’s prayer gathering from 6-8 p.m. Our Saturday 
Encounter Night is from 6-9 p.m. and is our main corporate gathering each Saturday evening featuring live worship and a teaching to 
inspire love for Jesus and prayer. 
 

2. New teaching series: We’re going to be launching into a new teaching series soon. Stay tuned—more details forthcoming! 
 

3. Prayer room ministry opportunities: If you are interested in leading or ministering during a live worship set by singing, playing an 
instrument, prayer leading or behind the sound board, please contact us at info@gphop.org. We’d love to have you serve on one of 
our teams! Team ministry opportunities: If you feel the Lord has gifted you in the prophetic (or would like to grow in this gifting) and 
would consider helping on a prophetic team, send an email to info@gphop.org. Contact Mandy Kistner at mandykistner@yahoo.com if 
you would like to schedule a future healing ministry appointment or help out on the healing team. 

 
4. Missions: Please keep the following missionaries we support in prayer as well as be sensitive to their financial needs: Ashley Bucknam 

and Alicia Wright (ACTS School, Colorado Springs, CO); Tim and Blair Fraim (Florianopolis House of Prayer; Florianopolis, Brazil); Eric 
and Erin Simmons (Minnesota House of Prayer Network; Twin Cities, MN); Amy Dirks and Phil Kellenberger (International House of 
Prayer, Kansas City, MO). Also keep friends Tyler and Sarah Cook and family in prayer who are beginning a HOP in Ottawa, IL. 

 
5. Social media: Follow us on Facebook (Greater Peoria House of Prayer - GPHOP), Twitter/Periscope (@GPHOPrayer), Instagram 

(@GPHOPrayer), Vimeo, YouTube and Snapchat for regular updates and inspiration. Use these social media sites to get the word out, 
share pictures, quotes you heard, etc. Contact Derek at derek@gphop.org if you’re interested in helping with GPHOP’s social media. 

 
6. Refuge ministry: There are several groups who use our facility for their ministry purposes. Please keep the following in prayer: 

Christian Business Men’s Connection Bible studies (Thursday mornings), Kinisi 424 senior worship leader meetings (monthly/as 
needed), Garage Thinkers kingdom entrepreneurialism class (as needed), prophetic dance classes (as needed) and Sunday church 
gatherings (as needed). 

 
7. We provide free wifi to everyone here! The password for the GPHOP router is on the white board in the downstairs fellowship area. 

You can also connect to either the CableWiFi or xfinitywifi routers if you have a personal Comcast account. 
 

8. Prayer requests: If you have a prayer request that you would like our prayer teams to pray for regularly, please submit it to 
info@gphop.org. 

 
9. Giving: The minimum prayer room budget is about $3,600 per month. If you have been blessed by the GPHOP and would like sow 

financially into the ministry, we would be more than blessed. You can give in cash, but if you would like to give to GPHOP with a check, 
please make it out to “Greater Peoria House of Prayer” or “GPHOP”—your gift is tax deductible. Thank you for your generosity! It’s 
helping make day and night prayer with worship possible in central Illinois. You can place your gift in the Saturday night offering during 
the 7 p.m. teaching or drop it in the black donation box on the wall near the entrance to the prayer room. Donations can also be 
mailed to our physical address at 117 East Washington Street, East Peoria, IL 61611. We currently have two active financial campaigns: 
1) Operation 24+7: We’re believing for 31 families, churches, ministries, businesses and organizations to support the ministry at an 
average of $100 per month. This will help us meet our minimum monthly budget and ensure we continue to build toward a 24/7 
prayer sanctuary with live worship. 2) Spread the Word campaign to raise $5,000 specifically for video projects and website updates. 

 
Thank you for helping to keep this prayer room sacred by ensuring conversations with others are brief and kindly reminding others to do 

the same. There is a large fellowship area downstairs if you would like to talk at length. 


