Growing In Fruitfulness By Catching The Little Foxes of Compromise                                              Derek Kistner | derekkistner.wordpress.com


I. Jesus’ calls us to bear much good and lasting fruit.
John 15:5, 8, 16 | 5 “I am the vine, you are the branches. He who abides in Me, and I in him, bears much fruit; for without Me you can do nothing. … 8 By this My Father is glorified, that you bear much fruit; so you will be My disciples. … 16 You did not choose Me, but I chose you and appointed you that you should go and bear fruit, and that your fruit should remain, that whatever you ask the Father in My name He may give you.
A. Jesus desires that our personal life, our family and our work/ministry are very fruitful. We show ourselves to be true disciples of Jesus and give glory to God when our lives and what we do for a living produce increasingly more good fruit over time.
B. In regard to the Christian, there are two primary types of fruit: internal and external.
1. Internal fruit—refers to the growth/development of our personal relationship with Jesus as well as our individual character.

2. External fruit—refers to the growth/development of our work/ministry and the impact it has on people and surroundings.

C. Specifically in regard to the GPHOP, I believe we’re on the cusp of our first season of steady increase and growth here. When we began here in late 2013 (I still remember the six or seven who gathered on Christmas morning 2013—so precious to the Lord!), He asked our community to be faithful in the season of smallness. Although I’m not exactly sure what it’s going to look like, or even the rough timeframe of it, the Spirit has been indicating increase through dreams, prophetic words, etc. (that people have been sending me and I’ve been experiencing). There’s been a heightened level of it in the past number of months.
D. I believe the Lord is graciously inviting us to shore up personal compromises—particularly “little” ones—before a wave of increase hits so that we’re sturdier and more spiritually fit to navigate growth. Fruitfulness/growth can become deceptive. When things are going better, more people are coming to things and ministry seems more powerful, we tend to overlook personal and corporate deficiencies. It takes a very humble and attentive heart to really pay attention to God’s voice of tender correction when all is going well. It’s much easier to focus on it before growth during smallness seasons or once growth is cut back during pruning seasons (John 15:2).
II. Catching the little foxes of compromise that spoil the vineyard and minimize fruitfulness.
Song of Solomon 2:15 (NIV) | Catch for us the foxes, the little foxes that ruin the vineyards, our vineyards that are in bloom.
A. The young woman in the Song of Solomon 2:15 passage is essentially praying, “Jesus, help me to overcome the little compromises in my life so that may labor isn’t fruitfuless. I don’t want the vineyard of my heart, life, work and family to be ruined.
B. Notice that it’s “little foxes” (cunning, sly animals that attack covertly at night) as opposed to “big lions” (bold, vicious animals that attack in broad daylight).

C. Once we resolve to fully obey Jesus, it’s not huge scandal after huge scandal (huge lions) that holds us back, but very small continual compromises (small foxes) that we’ve made peace with and sometimes are not longer even concerned about. Many believers wonder why their life isn’t more fruitful, but they’ve lost the ability to perceive their own little compromises usually because they live in comparison to others instead of Jesus and the standard He’s asked them to walk in.

D. Many believers are more sensitive to others’ small sins versus their own even bigger sins, which Jesus identified as hypocrisy. He invites us to first be sensitive to our own small sins. We cannot help anyone when we’re blinded by our own hypocrisy. Nobody believes they’re a hypocrite, by the way. Here’s the litmus test of hypocrisy:
Matthew 7:7 | “…why do you look at the speck in your brother’s eye, but do not consider (not think about) the plank in your own eye?”
E. The sinful “little” compromises in view here are related to how we speak to others (spouse/children, social media), bad attitudes (pride, resisting servanthood), poor thoughts (fear, arrogance), misuse of our eyes (lust), etc.
F. Practical action to take: If you take time to ask God to identify specific small compromises that are the key ones, He’ll show you and reveal the way forward. Jesus always emphasizes honesty and humility as it relates to our shortcomings. Create a prayer list.
John 14:15 | If you love Me, keep My commandments.
Help me improve my notes! The first person to point out a legitimate mistake/typo on this document during service gets a $1 bill.

Greater Peoria House of Prayer Announcements for January 28, 2017
1. Welcome to the Greater Peoria House of Prayer… we’re glad you’re here and blessed to be worshipping God with you! Be sure to pick up the free materials at the back table in the prayer room or the desk near the front of the downstairs fellowship area, which includes teaching notes, stickers, pens, prayer cards and more. Daily schedule: We have morning prayer right here in this room seven days a week from 7-8 a.m. Monday - Friday and 8-9 a.m. Saturday and Sunday. We have afternoon prayer four days a week: Monday, Wednesday, Friday and Saturday from 11:30 a.m. - noon. We also have evening prayer with worship from 6-8 p.m. Monday - Friday. On Friday’s, we have a women’s prayer gathering from 10-11:30 a.m. and a men’s prayer gathering from 6-8 p.m. Our Saturday Encounter Night is from 6-9 p.m. and is our main corporate gathering each Saturday evening featuring live worship and a teaching to inspire love for Jesus and prayer.

2. New teaching series: We’ll be launching a new teaching series in a couple weeks. Stay tuned!
3. Use your leadership and musical talents for God’s glory: If you are interested in leading or ministering during a live worship set by singing, playing an instrument, prayer leading or behind the sound board, please contact us at info@gphop.org. We’d love to have you serve on one of our teams!
4. Prophetic and healing ministry: If you feel the Lord has gifted you in the prophetic (or would like to grow in this gifting) and would consider helping on a team, send an email to info@gphop.org. Contact Mandy Kistner at mandykistner@yahoo.com if you would like to schedule a future healing ministry appointment or help out on the healing team.

5. Missions: Please keep the following missionaries we support in prayer as well as be sensitive to their financial needs: Ashley Bucknam and Alicia Wright (ACTS School, Colorado Springs, CO); Tim and Blair Fraim (Florianopolis House of Prayer; Florianopolis, Brazil); Eric and Erin Simmons (Minnesota House of Prayer Network; Twin Cities, MN); Amy Dirks and Phil Kellenberger (International House of Prayer, Kansas City, MO). Also keep friends Tyler and Sarah Cook and family in prayer who are beginning a HOP in Ottawa, IL.
6. Social media: Follow us on Facebook (Greater Peoria House of Prayer - GPHOP), Twitter/Periscope (@GPHOPrayer), Instagram (@GPHOPrayer), Vimeo, YouTube and Snapchat for regular updates and inspiration. Use these social media sites to get the word out, share pictures, quotes you heard, etc. Contact Derek at derek@gphop.org if you’re interested in helping with GPHOP’s social media.

7. Refuge ministry: There are several groups who use our facility for their ministry purposes. Please keep the following in prayer: Christian Business Men’s Connection Bible studies (Thursday mornings), Kinisi 424 senior worship leader meetings (monthly/as needed), Garage Thinkers kingdom entrepreneurialism class (as needed), prophetic dance classes (as needed) and Sunday church gatherings (as needed).

8. We provide free wifi to everyone here! The password for the GPHOP router is on the white board in the downstairs fellowship area. You can also connect to either the CableWiFi or xfinitywifi routers if you have a personal Comcast account.

9. Prayer requests: If you have a prayer request that you would like our prayer teams to pray for regularly, please submit it to info@gphop.org.

10. Giving: The minimum prayer room budget is about $3,600 per month. If you have been blessed by the GPHOP and would like sow financially into the ministry, we would be more than blessed. You can give in cash, but if you would like to give to GPHOP with a check, please make it out to “Greater Peoria House of Prayer” or “GPHOP”—your gift is tax deductible. Thank you for your generosity! It’s helping make day and night prayer with worship possible in central Illinois. You can place your gift in the Saturday night offering during the 7 p.m. teaching or drop it in the black donation box on the wall near the entrance to the prayer room. Donations can also be mailed to our physical address at 117 East Washington Street, East Peoria, IL 61611. We currently have two active financial campaigns: 1) Operation 24+7: We’re believing for 31 families, churches, ministries, businesses and organizations to support the ministry at an average of $100 per month. This will help us meet our minimum monthly budget and ensure we continue to build toward a 24/7 prayer sanctuary with live worship. 2) Spread the Word campaign to raise $5,000 specifically for video projects and website updates.
Thank you for helping to keep this prayer room sacred by ensuring conversations with others are brief and kindly reminding others to do the same. There is a large fellowship area downstairs if you would like to talk at length.
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