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I. Introduction
A. Last week during Part 5 of the Radiant Christianity series, we looked at seven hindrances to a flourishing prayer life. During tonight’s Part 6, we’re going to zero in on Jesus, the One who gave Himself up for us, to make us a radiant, glorious people. The subject of the Man Christ Jesus Himself is unequivocally the most fascinating subject in all the kingdom of God.
II. Jesus will have a radiant, overcoming church that’s victorious in holy love.
Ephesians 5:25-27 (NIV) | 25 …Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her (the bride) 26 to make her holy, cleansing her by the washing with water through the word (of God, AMP), 27 and to present her to himself as a radiant (glorious, NKJV) church, without stain or wrinkle or any other blemish, but holy and blameless.

Matthew 16:18 | And I also say to you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build My church, and the gates of Hades shall (will) not prevail against it.

III. The most radiant Son is actively leading the church to glory.

Hebrews 1:3 (NIV) | The Son (Jesus) is the radiance of God’s (Father’s) glory and the exact representation of his being…

A. Jesus is the most incredibly vibrant Person and Leader to ever grace the planet with His presence. The Man we read of in the gospels was described by the author of Hebrews as the very radiance of the Father Himself. What if we were so filled with the light of the glory of God that we were the exact representation of the Father? It’s unthinkable to grasp that Jesus walked in that level of glory as a real human being, but He did. This amazing, radiant Leader is taking the church in this direction.
2 Corinthians 3:13-18 (NIV) | 13 We are not like Moses, who would put a veil over his face to prevent the Israelites from seeing the end of what was passing away. 14 But their minds were made dull, for to this day the same veil remains when the old covenant is read. It has not been removed, because only in Christ is it taken away. 15 Even to this day when Moses is read, a veil covers their hearts. 16 But whenever anyone turns to the Lord (in salvation), the veil is taken away. 17 Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom. 18 And we all, who with unveiled faces contemplate (reflect) the Lord’s glory, are being transformed into his image with ever-increasing glory, which comes from the Lord, who is the Spirit.
IV. The Christ who loves the church. 
One of the unique qualities that makes Jesus so radiant is His unyielding love. Jesus dearly loves His church and nobody or anything will ever change that. No matter what He’s treated like, He persists in genuine love. Although we may have the tendency to view the weaknesses of the church, including the leadership of the church, negatively at times, He sees things so much differently and remains at the utmost level of encouragement. The Lord is fully confident in His own perfect leadership and that it will produce the church He so desires and deserves.

A. PAST—He who gave Himself for the church.—It’s important to understand that Jesus isn’t mad at the church. More specifically, He isn’t mad at you. He’s a selfless, humble God-Man who has demonstrated He’d go to the greatest lengths possible to save us and bring us into relationship. We must remember what was done at the cross, which was the single greatest act of love anyone ever could have performed. The fact that the sinless, uncreated God would die for sinful man so we could enjoy eternal relationship is unfathomable.
1 John 3:16 (NLT) | We know what real love is because Jesus gave up his life for us. So we also ought to give up our lives for our brothers and sisters.

B. PRESENT—He who is active in cleansing and washing the church.—Jesus continues to work on our hearts in our ongoing, daily life. He is committed to making us holy us in our present circumstances. The Spirit of God was given within us for this very purpose.
Titus 3:5-6 | 5 …according to His mercy He saved us, through the washing of regeneration and renewing of the Holy Spirit, 6 whom He poured out on us abundantly through Jesus Christ our Savior,

C. FUTURE—He who will present us to Himself in holy love.—The Son of God will continually be with us, leading us to maturity and glory. God is planning now for our future, to walk in fullness and be the bright, clean bride of Christ. (See: Revelation 19:7.)
Matthew 28:20 | …I am with you always, even to the end of the age.” Amen.
Help me improve my notes! The first person to find a legitimate mistake/typo on this document gets a real $1 bill.

Greater Peoria House of Prayer Announcements for August 20, 2016
1. Welcome to the Greater Peoria House of Prayer… we’re glad you’re here and blessed to be worshipping God with you! Be sure to pick up the free materials at the back table in the prayer room or the desk near the front of the downstairs fellowship area, which includes teaching notes, stickers, pens, prayer cards and more. Daily schedule: We have morning prayer right here in this room seven days a week from 7-8 a.m. Monday - Friday and 8-9 a.m. Saturday and Sunday. We have afternoon prayer four days a week: Monday, Wednesday, Friday and Saturday from 11:30 a.m. - noon. We also have evening prayer with worship from 6-8 p.m. Monday - Friday. Our Friday Discipleship Night gathering is our weekly Friday evening prayer set that has a Scriptural study focus to encourage those looking to grow in prayer and be more committed in their relationship with Jesus. Our Saturday Encounter Night is from 6-9 p.m. and is our main corporate gathering each Saturday evening featuring live worship and a teaching to inspire love for Jesus and prayer.

2. Kids Camp will be here soon: September 1-3! Volunteers are needed. Plan to bring your children! There will be a concluding picnic at Fondulac Park in East Peoria on September 3 at noon.

3. Use your leadership and musical talents for God’s glory: If you are interested in leading or ministering during a live worship set by singing, playing an instrument, prayer leading or behind the sound board, please contact us at info@gphop.org. We’d love to have you serve on one of our teams!
4. Prophetic and healing ministry: If you feel the Lord has gifted you in the prophetic (or would like to grow in this gifting) and would consider leading/helping on a team, contact Kaity Vance at ktlyn777@yahoo.com. Contact Mandy Kistner at mandykistner@yahoo.com if you would like to schedule a future healing ministry appointment or help out on the healing team.

5. Missions: Please keep the following missionaries we support in prayer as well as be sensitive to their financial needs: Ashley Bucknam (ACTS School, Colorado Springs, CO); Tim and Blair Fraim (Florianopolis House of Prayer; Florianopolis, Brazil); Eric and Erin Simmons (Minnesota House of Prayer Network; Twin Cities, Minnesota).

6. Social media: Follow us on Facebook (Greater Peoria House of Prayer - GPHOP), Twitter/Periscope (@GPHOPrayer), Instagram (@GPHOPrayer), YouTube, Snapchat and Vine for regular updates and inspiration. Use these social media sites to get the word out, share pictures, quotes you heard, etc. Contact Derek at derek@gphop.org if you’re interested in helping with GPHOP’s social media.

7. Refuge ministry: There are several groups who use our facility for their ministry purposes. Please keep the following in prayer: Christian Business Men’s Connection Bible studies (Thursday mornings), Kinisi 424 senior worship leader meetings (monthly/as needed), Garage Thinkers kingdom entrepreneurialism class (2nd/4th Tuesday nights) and Sunday church gatherings (as needed).

8. We provide free wifi to everyone here! The password for the NETGEAR33 router is dynamicflower809 (all lower case, no spaces). You can also connect to either the CableWiFi or xfinitywifi routers if you have a personal Comcast account.

9. Prayer requests: If you have a prayer request that you would like our prayer teams to pray for regularly, please submit it to gphoprayer@gmail.com.

10. Giving: The minimum prayer room budget is about $3,100 per month. If you have been blessed by the GPHOP and would like sow financially into the ministry, we would be more than blessed. You can give in cash, but if you would like to give to GPHOP with a check, please make it out to “Greater Peoria House of Prayer” or “GPHOP”—your gift is tax deductible. Thank you for your generosity! It’s helping make day and night prayer with worship possible in central Illinois. You can place your gift in the Saturday night offering during the 7 p.m. teaching or drop it in the black donation box on the wall near the front of the prayer room. Donations can also be mailed to our address at 117 East Washington Street, East Peoria, IL 61611. New in 2016, we’ve begun a financial campaign called Operation 24+7. We’re believing for 31 families, churches, ministries, businesses and organizations to support the ministry at an average of $100 per month. This will help us meet our minimum monthly budget and ensure we continue to build toward a 24/7 prayer sanctuary with live worship. 

Thank you for helping to keep this prayer room sacred by ensuring conversations with others are brief and kindly reminding others to do the same. There is a large fellowship area downstairs if you would like to talk at length.
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