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I. Introduction

A. The kingdom of God is a very prominent theme of Scripture. Jesus spoke of having a kingdom and that He was King of that kingdom (John 18:36-37). When we imagine this kingdom, we must imagine more than a Ruler with subjects, but also lands, territories, cities, infrastructure, cultures, etc. Jesus’ kingdom is a vast empire ruled in holy love with most glorious people, plans and processes. The detailed intricacies of His kingdom will forever reveal His brilliant wisdom. And, best of all, we get to rule with Him.
Revelation 5:10 | And have made us kings and priests to our God; And we shall reign on the earth.”
B. Although Jesus’ kingdom isn’t from earth, it does extend to the earth and will one day be fully based here on this renewed earth. When Jesus said He was not of the world, He didn’t mean He wasn’t in or on this world (John 8:23). And so it is with His kingdom.
II. Basics of God’s Eternal Kingdom
Revelation 5:8 | 8 Now when He (Jesus) had taken the scroll (earth’s title deed, right to physically govern/rule earth), the four living creatures and the twenty-four elders fell down before the Lamb, each having a harp, and golden bowls full of incense, which are the prayers of the saints. 9 And they sang a new song, saying: “You are worthy to take the scroll, And to open its seals; For You were slain, And have redeemed us to God by Your blood Out of every tribe and tongue and people and nation, 10 And have made us kings and priests to our God; And we shall reign (together) on the earth.”
A. A Worthy King: Jesus—God’s kingdom must be ruled by a Person worthy of the task. This Person is King Jesus. Because of Jesus’ perfect life of humble submission to His Father’s will, He’s been granted kingship over the eternal kingdom of God. Heaven on the new earth will be ruled by a most humble and perfect Man, the Son of God, Jesus Christ our Lord. Psalm 2, among other Scriptures, reveals the Son of God ruling as the Anointed King over the nations and the ends of the earth.
Psalm 2:7-8 | 7 “…The Lord has said to Me (Jesus), ‘You are My Son, Today I have begotten You. 8 Ask of Me, and I will give You The nations for Your inheritance, And the ends of the earth for Your possession.
Psalm 72:8, 11 | 8 He shall have dominion also from sea to sea, And from the River to the ends of the earth. Yes, all kings shall fall down before Him; All nations shall serve Him.
B. A Land to Rule: Earth—There is no kingdom without land, or physical territory, in other words. The physical land mass of earth is the territory that Jesus has been granted authority over and He promised the saints we would inherit land as well. The entirety of the earth belongs to Jesus and His followers.
Matthew 5:5 | Blessed are the meek, For they shall inherit the earth.

C. A Kingdom Without End: Eternity—There won’t come a day when a new age dawns and Jesus isn’t King. He will rightfully rule the earth for time without end. There will come a point in time yet future when all of earth’s kingdom will turn into Jesus’ kingdoms in the sense that He will literally take over control of them. Jesus’ eternal rule begins at the beginning of the millennium and will never end. Though the first 1,000 years is distinct, His reign will never expire. He will never be usurped. He will be Lord and King for eternity future. 

Revelation 11:15 | Then the seventh angel sounded: And there were loud voices in heaven, saying, “The kingdoms of this world have become the kingdoms of our Lord and of His Christ, and He shall reign forever and ever!”
III. The Meaning of Ruling With Christ

A. We’re Destined to Reign with Jesus—Though it’s a foreign concept to many Christians, and a surprise to others, the fact is that you and I who know and love Jesus were born to rule with Jesus in His eternal kingdom. Numerous scriptures make it abundantly clear that our destiny as Christians is to reign over nations, cities and territories forever. We will lead people and places; even the angels with be under the command of the saints. Paul even makes it seem elementary.
1 Corinthians 6:2-3 | 2 Do you not know that the saints will judge (rule) the world? And if the world will be judged by you, are you unworthy to judge the smallest matters? 3 Do you not know that we shall judge angels? How much more, things that pertain to this life?
B. It’s Biblical to Desire to Rule with Jesus—Many Christians are not interested in the idea of ruling with Jesus in heaven due to false notions about the unbearable responsibility it would be. Some look at corrupt government in the here and now and throw out government altogether. The fact is that we were made by God to rule for eternity. This principle is as ancient as when God gave Adam and Eve dominion over the earth (Genesis 1:26-28). In heaven, leadership will be pure joy and there won’t be corruption, only humility. There won’t be tired, cranky leaders of cities and nations, but only glad-hearted saints full of God’s glory. If it were our idea to reign with God in heaven, it would at the very least be presumptuous, but it’s God’s idea, not ours.
Revelation 2:26 | And he who overcomes, and keeps My works until the end, to him I will give power (authority) over the nations—
Revelation 5:9-10 | 9 And they sang a new song, saying: “You are worthy to take the scroll, And to open its seals; For You were slain, And have redeemed us to God by Your blood Out of every tribe and tongue and people and nation, 10 And have made us kings and priests to our God; And we shall reign on the earth.”
C. Faithful Humility Does Not Go Unnoticed—Our ultimate payout for seeking to be humble servants who are faithful in the smallest of matters is in the next age. Although God rewards us in this age in the here and now, we will receive our ultimate reward in the form of ruling over cities, territories and/or nations in the next age. Jesus’ government over the new earth will be a literal heaven on earth. But we often don’t think in terms of people like us actually leading and stewarding in His government. To the surprise of many humble Christians who had very little influence but were faithful during their life, they will be given great rule in heaven!
Matthew 25:20-23 | 20 “So he who had received five talents came and brought five other talents, saying, ‘Lord, you delivered to me five talents; look, I have gained five more talents besides them.’ 21 His lord said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant; you were faithful over a few things, I will make you ruler over many things. Enter into the joy of your lord.’ 22 He also who had received two talents came and said, ‘Lord, you delivered to me two talents; look, I have gained two more talents besides them.’ 23 His lord said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant; you have been faithful over a few things, I will make you ruler over many things. Enter into the joy of your lord.’
IV. Ruling in Jesus’ Ever-Expanding Government
Isaiah 9:7 | Of the increase (expansion) of His government and peace There will be no end (for all eternity), Upon the throne of David and over His kingdom, To order it and establish it with judgment and justice From that time forward, even forever. The zeal of the Lord of hosts will perform this.
A. Perpetually Increasing Government—Under the reign of King Jesus, the heavenly government on this new earth will perpetually increase in glory and expand in ways we cannot fully grasp right now. The far reaches of our current universe will all be redeemed and led by those who have loved Jesus in this present age. In the coming age, the expansion of Jesus’ government will reach to the most exhilarating reaches of the imagination and creation. Truly, it will be a fascinating adventure for all eternity to serve under this Man.
B. Perpetually Increasing Peace—For all of eternity, there will not just be peace, but increasing peace. Our ability to experience God will increase. Our ability to love will increase. Our ability to learn will increase. Forever. The idea of peace is significant because the current earth under the curse of sin has never known peace. In fact, no human beings have ever really known what true peace really is except for Adam and Eve before they fell. Just imagine the feeling of peace and safety of that place. Never an anxious thought. Never fear of war or terrorism. Never a worry about a freak accident. And the glorious reality is that heaven isn’t just a place absent of fear, but filled with ever-increasing peace. Our own heart—our emotions—will abound to places of peace and feelings of bliss that we cannot conceive of now.
C. Perpetually Increasing Fun—Heaven will be fun! I cannot overstress this. We endure trials in this life, but joy comes in the morning when a new day dawns as Jesus takes over the rule of the earth. We aren’t going to a religious, sober heaven. We will laugh a lot!
D. Looking Joyfully Forward to Reigning—Jesus gave us to permission to be glad about a coming great reward in heaven. We’re to have joy that we will be rewarded. It’s okay! Some carry a notion that we shouldn’t concern ourselves with such thoughts, but Jesus told us to be happy about it. The reward, as we’ve seen earlier, is largely related to territory we will lead on earth.
Matthew 5:12 | Rejoice and be exceedingly glad, for great is your reward in heaven, for so they persecuted the prophets who were before you.
Greater Peoria House of Prayer Announcements for January 2, 2015
1. Welcome to the Greater Peoria House of Prayer… we’re glad you’re here and blessed to be worshipping God with you! Be sure to pick up the free materials at the back table in the prayer room or the desk near the front of the downstairs fellowship area, which includes teaching notes, stickers, pens, prayer cards and more. Daily schedule: We have morning prayer right here in this room seven days a week from 7 - 8 a.m. Monday - Friday and 8 - 9 a.m. Saturday and Sunday. We have afternoon prayer four days a week: Monday, Wednesday, Friday and Saturday from 11:30 a.m. - noon. We also have evening prayer with worship from 6 - 8 p.m. Monday - Friday. Our Friday Night Discipleship gathering is our weekly Friday evening prayer set that has a Scriptural discipleship focus to encourage those looking to grow in prayer and be more committed in their relationship with Jesus. Our Saturday Encounter Night is from 6 - 9 p.m. and is our main corporate gathering each Saturday evening featuring live worship and a teaching to inspire love for Jesus and prayer.
2. Special events: Winter Burn ‘16 is coming… details are still forthcoming!
3. Teaching series on Heaven: As of Saturday, November 14, we’ve begun a 12-week teaching series on Heaven as part of our regular Saturday Encounter Night. Derek is teaching on one chapter per week from Randy Alcorn’s book called Heaven. Consider purchasing Randy’s book on amazon.com or store.epm.org and read along week by week. Studying and understanding the biblical perspective on Heaven deeply fuels prayer and inspires us to keep our focus on things above.
4. Use your leadership and musical talents for God’s glory: If you are interested in leading or ministering during a live worship set by singing, playing an instrument, prayer leading or behind the sound board, please contact us at gphoprayer@gmail.com. We’d love to have you serve on one of our teams!

5. Prophetic ministry: If you feel the Lord has gifted you in this area (or would like to grow in this gifting) and would consider leading/helping on a team, contact Derek at derekkistner@yahoo.com. Contact Mandy Kistner at mandykistner@yahoo.com if you would like to schedule a future healing ministry appointment or help out on the healing team.

6. Missions: Please keep the following missionaries we support in prayer as well as be sensitive to their financial needs: Ashley Bucknam (ACTS School, Colorado Springs, CO); Tim and Blair Fraim (Florianopolis House of Prayer; Florianopolis, Brazil); Eric and Erin Simmons (Minnesota House of Prayer Network; Twin Cities, Minnesota).
7. Social media: Follow us on Facebook (Greater Peoria House of Prayer - GPHOP), Twitter (@GPHOPrayer) and Instagram (@GPHOPrayer) for regular updates and inspiration. Use these social media sites to get the word out, share pictures, quotes you heard, etc. Contact Derek at derekkistner@yahoo.com if you’re interested in helping with GPHOP’s social media.
8. Refuge ministry: There are several groups who use our facility for their ministry purposes. Please keep the following in prayer: Christian Business Men’s Connection Bible studies (Thursday mornings), Kinisi 424 senior worship leader meetings (monthly/as needed), Garage Thinkers kingdom entrepreneurialism class (2nd/4th Tuesday nights) and Sunday church gatherings (as needed).
9. We provide free wifi to everyone here! The password for the NETGEAR33 router is dynamicflower809 (all lower case, no spaces). You can also connect to either the CableWiFi or xfinitywifi routers if you have a personal Comcast account.

10. Prayer requests: If you have a prayer request that you would like our prayer teams to pray for regularly, please submit it to gphoprayer@gmail.com.
11. Giving: The minimum prayer room budget is about $3,000 per month. If you have been blessed by the GPHOP and would like sow financially into the ministry, we would be more than blessed. You can give in cash, but if you would like to give to GPHOP with a check, please make it out to “Greater Peoria House of Prayer” or “GPHOP”—your gift is tax deductible. Thank you for your generosity! It’s helping make day and night prayer with worship possible in central Illinois. You can place your gift in the Saturday night offering during the 7 p.m. teaching or drop it in the black donation box on the wall near the front of the prayer room. Donations can also be mailed to our address at 117 East Washington Street, East Peoria, IL 61611.
Thank you for helping to keep this prayer room sacred by ensuring conversations with others are brief and kindly reminding others to do the same. There is a large fellowship area downstairs if you would like to talk at length.
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