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I. Introduction

Revelation 22:3-4 | 3 And there shall be no more curse, but the throne of God and of the Lamb shall be in it, and His servants shall serve Him. 4 They shall see His face, and His name shall be on their foreheads.
A. Tonight, we’re going to delve into the most important aspect of heaven on the new earth. That would unequivocally be that we will see God’s actual face and forever live with Him. We will be able to touch Him, watch Him, listen to Him, talk to Him, understand Him in a deeper way. We will not be killed by His presence, which is what would happen now if He came here in all of His fullness of glory (Exodus 33:20).
B. We took time to in session 1-5 to really nail down the idea of living on a physical earth in physical bodies in order to sufficiently deal with misguided christoplatonic assumptions that many believers are bound by. If we talk about living with God without sessions 1-5, we are still stuck imagining a mystical, disembodied state wearing diapers, playing a harp and so on a so forth. So we now introduce the glory of all glories, the truth that we will forever fellowship with God in real bodies on this real planet. How amazing!
II. Seeing God
A. The Priesthood Pictures God’s Holiness—Throughout the biblical narrative, God has always been understood as transcendent and utterly inapproachable. In ancient Israel, only the high priest could go into the Holy of Holies—and, even then, only once per year (Hebrews 9:25)! According to tradition, a rope was tied around the priest in case he did something wrong and died. After all, God struck down Uzzah for touching the Ark of the Covenant (2 Samuel 6:7). Who would volunteer to go get the priest if he died?
B. Moses Denied For God Reason—Moses asked to see God’s face, but God said, in essence, “I can’t because you would die, man.” After all, nobody can see God and live (Exodus 33:18-23).

C. Seeing God’s Face: Astounding—To be told in Revelation 22:4 that we will see God’s actual face is quite astonishing. 1 Timothy 6:16 shows us that God is emanating such brilliant light that we can’t even approach it, let alone Him. The author of Hebrews (12:14) points out that without holiness, we can’t see God. Praise God that because of Jesus, and our faith in Him, we will be related to by God as righteous as Jesus in His eyes!

“Not only will we see His face and live, but we will likely wonder if we ever lived before we saw His face!” — Randy Alcorn
D. Entering the Fullness of Promise—In Heaven on the new earth, we’ll walk in the fullness of the promises described in passages such as Hebrews 4:16 and 10:19. We will draw near the throne of grace with boldness! Because of Jesus’ shed blood, we’ll have access to the Most Holy Place. How unthinkably glorious!

E. Father, Son, Spirit—The second Person of the Trinity, God the Son, Jesus, will eternally be manifested as fully Man, fully God. We will walk with Him, talk with Him, etc. The same as He was on earth is the same He will be forever (Hebrews 13:8). If we’ve seen Him, we’ve seen the Father (John 14:9). Yet, in a way we cannot understand fully now, it’s clear that Jesus and the Father are both altogether One and altogether separate. The first Person of the Trinity, God the Father, is described as spirit (John 4:24). To see Him, our hearts must be pure (Matthew 5:8). Though this is mysterious, we can assume there will be distinct manifestations of the Trinity in heaven. We will see them separately, and as One. To see God’s face means He has a face!
Job 19:25-27 | 25 For I know that my Redeemer lives, And He shall stand at last on the earth; 26 And after my skin is destroyed, this I know, That in my flesh I shall see God, 27 Whom I shall see for myself, And my eyes shall behold, and not another…
F. The Blind Boy And the King—Father J. Boudreau published a book called The Happiness of Heaven in 1871 about a kind king who finds and adopts a blind orphan while on a hunting trip. The boy receives the finest education and loves His new dad. When the boy grows up and turns 20, a surgeon fixes his eyes. The boy, who has been a royal prince living in a king’s palace, is finally able to see his dad that he loves. The story is analogous to our conversion and how one day we will actually see our Father.

G. God Our Greatest Joy—As Asaph the psalmist indicates, our greatest and most joyous experience will not just be about existing in heaven, but the fact that God Himself is there. He will be the greatest aspect of heaven on the new earth.

Psalm 73:25 | Whom have I in heaven but You? And there is none upon earth that I desire besides You.
III. God Dwelling With Us

A. Numerous Scriptures in the Old and New Testaments bear witness to the glorious fact that God and redeemed mankind will dwell together again.

Leviticus 26:11-12 | 11 I will set My tabernacle among you, and My soul shall not abhor you. 12 I will walk among you and be your God, and you shall be My people.
Ezekiel 37:27 | My tabernacle also shall be with them; indeed I will be their God, and they shall be My people.
2 Corinthians 6:16 | And what agreement has the temple of God with idols? For you are the temple of the living God. As God has said: “I will dwell in them And walk among them. I will be their God, And they shall be My people.” 

John 14:3 | And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and receive you to Myself; that where I am, there you may be also.
IV. The Church: A Mystery 

Ephesians 5:32 | This is a great mystery, but I speak concerning Christ and the church.

A. Individual and Corporate—One of the reasons Paul referred to the idea of Christ and the church being wed together as a mystery is its multi-faceted elements. It’s true that we are the church individually, but also corporately. So there will be both a personal aspect to heaven, but also a corporate dimension. They are both fully valid. We can fully expect a personal relationship with Jesus forever and ever that is fully satisfying, but we should not view heaven individualistically. Heaven will have profound corporate elements as God relates to His one bride corporately. I think it’s safe to say we cannot fully grasp this, but only eagerly anticipate the glory of being one with a corporate people that Jesus fully commits Himself to.

Revelation 19:7-9 | 7 Let us be glad and rejoice and give Him glory, for the marriage of the Lamb has come, and His wife has made herself ready.”8 And to her it was granted to be arrayed in fine linen, clean and bright, for the fine linen is the righteous acts of the saints.
9 Then he said to me, “Write: ‘Blessed are those who are called to the marriage supper of the Lamb!’” And he said to me, “These are the true sayings of God.”
B. Jesus’ Deity—When Jesus walked the earth, He subjected Himself to great limitation. In heaven, He has no limitations. He can do whatever He wants. We can fully expect to be utterly fascinated personally and corporately in the manifold ways God reveals Himself to us. Our craziest imaginations cannot grasp even the beginning of what life will be like.
V. Jesus the Servant

Luke 12:37 | Blessed are those servants whom the master, when he comes, will find watching. Assuredly, I say to you that he will gird himself and have them sit down to eat, and will come and serve them.
A. A Servant Forever—One of the ways we will be absolutely stunned time and again by is how much Jesus will serve us throughout the endless ages of eternity. Upon first hearing, this seems almost as blasphemous as saying His name in vain. God would serve us? How unthinkable. Or is it?
“If it was our idea that God would serve us, it would be blasphemy. But it’s his idea.” — Randy Alcorn

B. The Peter Predicament—Because of our false humility and religious tendencies, we cannot easily receive a God who wants to serve us. We are all like Peter to some degree, some more than others. Peter thought it unthinkable that His Messiah would wash his feet and serve him in lowly tasks. But this, friends, is the real Jesus. This is the real God who we will be with forever. The almighty God of unlimited power will use His authority to make us meals, wait tables and wow us with His meekness time and again. 
Isaiah 25:6 | And in this mountain The Lord of hosts will make for all people A feast of choice pieces, A feast of wines on the lees, Of fat things full of marrow, Of well-refined wines on the lees.
Matthew 20:28 | just as the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His life a ransom for many.”
Greater Peoria House of Prayer Announcements for December 19, 2015
1. Welcome to the Greater Peoria House of Prayer… we’re glad you’re here and blessed to be worshipping God with you! Be sure to pick up the free materials at the back table in the prayer room or the desk near the front of the downstairs fellowship area, which includes teaching notes, stickers, pens, prayer cards and more. Daily schedule: We have morning prayer right here in this room seven days a week from 7 - 8 a.m. Monday - Friday and 8 - 9 a.m. Saturday and Sunday. We have afternoon prayer four days a week: Monday, Wednesday, Friday and Saturday from 11:30 a.m. - noon. We also have evening prayer with worship from 6 - 8 p.m. Monday - Friday. Our Friday Night Discipleship gathering is our weekly Friday evening prayer set that has a Scriptural discipleship focus to encourage those looking to grow in prayer and be more committed in their relationship with Jesus. Our Saturday Encounter Night is from 6 - 9 p.m. and is our main corporate gathering each Saturday evening featuring live worship and a teaching to inspire love for Jesus and prayer.
2. Special events: Winter Burn ‘16 is coming… details are still forthcoming!
3. Teaching series on Heaven: As of Saturday, November 14, we’ve begun a 12-week teaching series on Heaven as part of our regular Saturday Encounter Night. Derek is teaching on one chapter per week from Randy Alcorn’s book called Heaven. Consider purchasing Randy’s book on amazon.com or store.epm.org and read along week by week. Studying and understanding the biblical perspective on Heaven deeply fuels prayer and inspires us to keep our focus on things above.
4. Use your leadership and musical talents for God’s glory: If you are interested in leading or ministering during a live worship set by singing, playing an instrument, prayer leading or behind the sound board, please contact us at gphoprayer@gmail.com. We’d love to have you serve on one of our teams!

5. Prophetic ministry: If you feel the Lord has gifted you in this area (or would like to grow in this gifting) and would consider leading/helping on a team, contact Derek at derekkistner@yahoo.com. Contact Mandy Kistner at mandykistner@yahoo.com if you would like to schedule a future healing ministry appointment or help out on the healing team.

6. Missions: Please keep the following missionaries we support in prayer as well as be sensitive to their financial needs: Ashley Bucknam (ACTS School, Colorado Springs, CO); Tim and Blair Fraim (Florianopolis House of Prayer; Florianopolis, Brazil); Eric and Erin Simmons (Minnesota House of Prayer Network; Twin Cities, Minnesota).
7. Social media: Follow us on Facebook (Greater Peoria House of Prayer - GPHOP), Twitter (@GPHOPrayer) and Instagram (@GPHOPrayer) for regular updates and inspiration. Use these social media sites to get the word out, share pictures, quotes you heard, etc. Contact Derek at derekkistner@yahoo.com if you’re interested in helping with GPHOP’s social media.
8. Refuge ministry: There are several groups who use our facility for their ministry purposes. Please keep the following in prayer: Christian Business Men’s Connection Bible studies (Thursday mornings), Kinisi 424 senior worship leader meetings (monthly/as needed), Garage Thinkers kingdom entrepreneurialism class (2nd/4th Tuesday nights) and Sunday church gatherings (as needed).
9. We provide free wifi to everyone here! The password for the NETGEAR33 router is dynamicflower809 (all lower case, no spaces). You can also connect to either the CableWiFi or xfinitywifi routers if you have a personal Comcast account.

10. Prayer requests: If you have a prayer request that you would like our prayer teams to pray for regularly, please submit it to gphoprayer@gmail.com.
11. Giving: The minimum prayer room budget is about $3,000 per month. If you have been blessed by the GPHOP and would like sow financially into the ministry, we would be more than blessed. You can give in cash, but if you would like to give to GPHOP with a check, please make it out to “Greater Peoria House of Prayer” or “GPHOP”—your gift is tax deductible. Thank you for your generosity! It’s helping make day and night prayer with worship possible in central Illinois. You can place your gift in the Saturday night offering during the 7 p.m. teaching or drop it in the black donation box on the wall near the front of the prayer room. Donations can also be mailed to our address at 117 East Washington Street, East Peoria, IL 61611.
Thank you for helping to keep this prayer room sacred by ensuring conversations with others are brief and kindly reminding others to do the same. There is a large fellowship area downstairs if you would like to talk at length.
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