Month of July: Renewing Our Focus on Jesus and Prayer                                                               Derek Kistner | derekkistner.wordpress.com

I. Introduction

A. Heaven’s Invitation: I feel a Heavenly nudge to put greater focus on some key areas personally for the month of July (1-31). In the heart of God, I believe He’s asking for a response from the GPHOP community in which each person commits as they are able and as the Holy Spirit leads them (but remember He challenges us higher) in the areas on these notes and walks them out for a month in order to give us a jolt forward in these key ways of God.
B. God’s invitations are usually quite subtle and are completely voluntary. He does not love us more or less if we respond or don’t respond. What we do gain from responding, however, is whatever it is He was inviting us to receive by faith. We don’t earn it, but we position ourselves to freely receive like a child receiving from their father or mother. The Lord is desiring to give more to us as a community as well as us personally (revelation, impact, resource, etc.). The way forward is always to obey His soft promptings to obey Him more fully and draw closer to Him.
II. Areas of Focus for the Month of July—“Letting Go…to Lay Hold”
A. Summer Training—I look at the summer time as a chance to do some “offseason training” in preparation for the next season. As a hockey player I would train hard in the summer to have an edge going into the next season. The summer is a time when many believers kick back and relax (which is good), but then lose their focus and get spiritually lazy (which is bad). Spiritual laziness makes us vulnerable to temptation and unbelief, which can lead to being unprepared for the things God has for us to walk in.
B. Laying Hold of More—Christianity, our walk with Jesus, isn’t mostly about giving up things that are bad, but mostly choosing to live in obedience to God’s Word by the power of the Spirit of grace so we can lay hold of more, even all that God has for us personally and our ministry. Religion says, “Give up everything bad. Period. ” Jesus says, “Give up everything… so you can have more of Me and all that comes from Me!”

C. The Ultimate Focus—God wants us to regularly examine our hearts to make sure we are adequately connected to our first love Jesus Christ, not allowing the hustle and bustle of the world to steal our devotion to Him. It’s our relationship with Him that’s first (first commandment), and our work for Him that’s second (second commandment). Have you lost focus on Him?
III. Commitments to Embrace Throughout July
1. Fasting Prayerlessness:  The area of speech is one of the single greatest battlefields in this life. The enemy seeks not only to get us into wrong speech, but to completely minimize us using our voices in prayer. A Christian praying is one of the most potent forces in the earth. Secondarily, a goal for the month could be to refrain from unwholesome speech and excessive levity. Also, many believers are deeply opinionated but do not have a prayer life. I’m recommending people flip the switch for a month. Minimize corrections, opinions and wasteful conversations and talk to God more in prayer personally and corporately.

Revelation 3:2-3 | 2 Be watchful … if you will not watch, I will come upon you as a thief, and you will not know what hour I will come upon you. (Revelation 16:15)

2. Fasting Excessive Entertainment: The goal is to give up television, movies, social media, etc. that steals much time and pray during that time instead. Personally ask the Lord about what you should give up regarding entertainment, social media and the visual stimulation that we often run to during July.

Psalm 119:37 | Turn away my eyes from looking at worthless things, And revive me in Your way.

3. Fasting Particular Foods: The goal is to give up food or certain kinds of food and hunger for Jesus and His righteousness. When our physical man weakens during a fast, our spirit man strengthens. Consult your doctor or medical professional if you have never fasted before and are considering some type of fast. I do not recommend you alter your diet significantly without professional counsel. Food fasts can range broadly from a water only fast to certain types of limitations to a normal diet such as giving up meats and sweets. A fast is different than a diet. We fast in order to draw near to Jesus, not to lose weight. Personally ask the Lord about a doable fast you could enter into during July.
Daniel 10:2-3 | 2 In those days I, Daniel, was mourning three full weeks. 3 I ate no pleasant food, no meat or wine came into my mouth, nor did I anoint myself at all, till three whole weeks were fulfilled.
IV. Greater Peoria House of Prayer Announcements for June 27, 2015
1. Welcome to the Greater Peoria House of Prayer… we’re glad you’re here and blessed to be worshipping God with you! Be sure to pick up the free materials at the back table in the prayer room or the desk near the front of the downstairs fellowship area, which includes teaching notes, stickers, pens, prayer cards and more.

2. Daily schedule: We have morning prayer right here in this room seven days a week from 7 - 8 a.m. Monday - Friday and 8 - 9 a.m. Saturday and Sunday. We also have evening prayer with worship from 6 - 8 p.m. Monday - Friday. Our Friday Night Discipleship gathering is our weekly Friday evening prayer set that has a Scriptural discipleship focus to encourage those looking to grow in prayer and be more committed in their relationship with Jesus. Our Saturday Encounter Night is from 6 - 9 p.m. and is our main corporate gathering each Saturday evening featuring live worship and a teaching to inspire love for Jesus and prayer.

3. Renew Summer Internship: Our inaugural summer internship launches July 1 and continues all month through July 31. This month-long internship is called “Renew” as it’s geared toward renewing your walk with the Lord and refocusing on what’s most important. Visit our website at gphop.org and click on the Internships tab for more information. Prospective Renew interns still have a chance for consideration, but must email gphoprayer@gmail.com. A pastoral or parental reference may be required.

4. Service Opportunity: We have a small painting job need and a dresser delivery need. Please let Derek know if you can assist.
5. Use your leadership and musical talents for God’s glory: If you are interested in leading or ministering during a live worship set by singing, prayer leading or with an instrument, please contact Korey Endress at kendress@mail.bradley.edu. We’d love to have you serve on one of our teams!

6. Prophecy Rooms are the second and fourth Saturday’s of every month from 8:20 - 9 p.m. during Saturday Encounter Night. See Ashley Bucknam or contact her at ashleybucknam@gmail.com if you would like to schedule a future prophetic ministry slot or serve on one of the prophecy teams. Also, Healing Rooms are offered as requested during Saturday Encounter Night. Contact Mandy Kistner at mandykistner@yahoo.com if you would like to schedule a future ministry slot or help on the healing team.

7. Missions: Please keep the following people from the GPHOP community in prayer before and during their upcoming missions trips as well as be sensitive to financial needs related to their trip: Amanda Graves (Japan, July), Darrell Neal (Israel, July 19-August 1), Ashley Bucknam (Colorado Springs, CO—Acts School, September-TBD), Lexi Zgoda (Peru, September-October).
8. The monthly regional prayer focus is posted at the back of the prayer room. Please refer to the literature on the prayer leader’s podium or near the map at the back of the prayer room for specific scriptures, people and ministries to keep in prayer at this church. Each month, prayer guides are updated with the current prayer focus. Contact Darrell Neal at darrellneal@comcast.net if you have any questions about the regional prayer focus or local church prayer focus.

9. Social media: Follow us on Facebook (Greater Peoria House of Prayer - GPHOP), Twitter (@GPHOPrayer) and Instagram (@GPHOPrayer) for regular updates and inspiration. Use these social media sites to get the word out, share pictures, quotes you heard, etc. Contact Lexi Zgoda at azgoda@mail.bradley.edu is you would like to assist with social media ministry at GPHOP.
10. We provide free wifi to everyone here! The password for the NETGEAR33 router is dynamicflower809 (all lower case). You can also connect to either the CableWiFi or xfinitywifi routers if you have a personal Comcast account.

11. Please check the lost and found box right outside the prayer room or the sink area downstairs if you are missing an item such as a Bible or a water container. We will eventually donate items that haven’t been picked up for a really long time.

12. Giving: The minimum prayer room budget is about $3,000 per month. If you have been blessed by the GPHOP and would like sow financially into the ministry, we would be more than blessed. You can give in cash, but if you would like to give to GPHOP with a check, please make it out to “Greater Peoria House of Prayer” or “GPHOP”. Your gift is tax deductible. Thank you for your generosity—it is helping make day and night prayer with worship possible in central Illinois. You can drop your gift in the Saturday night offering during the 7 p.m. teaching or drop it in the black donation box on the wall near the front of the prayer room.

Thank you for helping to keep this prayer room sacred by ensuring conversations with others are brief and kindly reminding others to do the same. There is a large fellowship area downstairs if you would like to talk at length.
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