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Greetings: 

 

As another year has come and gone, my heart is filled with a sense of gratitude. I’m thankful that Jesus continues to 

demonstrate His zeal for His house of prayer here in East Peoria. I’m thankful for the many friends and families that 

frequently take time out of their week to come and labor prayerfully and musically in our blessed creaky upper room. 

I’m thankful for folks like you who contribute regularly and generously to what God is doing here at the Greater Peoria 

House of Prayer. Thank you so much! 

 

A few months ago, I began to ask God in a more focused way for fresh encouragement. As a leader committed to 

encouraging others, I’m in need of it all the more! God has always been so faithful to remind me in various ways that 

He is with me, my family and the work He’s building here, but I always need more—and He always seems more than 

willing to give it. After a couple weeks of praying into this, I noticed a message from someone on our GPHOP Instagram 

account. Thinking it was spam at first, I almost deleted it—but having glanced at the message, I noticed it was legit. The 

message turned out to be from a very well-known sister in Christ in Brazil who is connected with the Florianopolis 

House of Prayer (FHOP.com). Although I had never heard of her (and she has never heard of me), she has quite a large 

social media following and is very well known in her country. 

Her message, which I’m paraphrasing, was clearly an answer to my prayers. She mentioned her calling to the global 

prayer movement and then shared that her friend had a dream months before involving a place called Peoria that they 

were flying into. These two sisters had never heard of our wonderful city so they did some research online and found 

that there was a Peoria with a house of prayer (us!). They found our website and were certain this was what the dream 

was about. She wrote in her message that “the Lord smiles for His house in Peoria” and “thanks for your ‘yes’” (to the 

call to raise up a house of prayer here)! What’s interesting is that I often pray, “Lord, I believe You smile over what 

we’re doing here.” Well, He went out of His way to make sure we know He really does! 

 

For God to give a Brazilian sister a dream about His house here, and for us to connect like that, has strengthened my 

heart and our community here in a new way. I hope it exhorts your resolve in prayer as well. And thank you once more 

for your faithful financial support. You’re helping us lay a strong foundation that we believe will lead to a 24/7 prayer 

reality that will cause the name of Jesus to be lifted even higher both here at home and all around the world. 

 

If you have any specific questions about the finances of the ministry, please don’t hesitate to contact Shirley Drury, our 

bookkeeper, via email: shirley@gphop.org, or by phone/text: 309-472-8567.  

All for Jesus, 

 

 

 

 

Derek A. Kistner 

Founder and Executive Director 

Greater Peoria House of Prayer 


